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IINTRODUCTJON. 

TJY an irrevocable lawxaf. the ftate f 
r^ All thefpns and daughters pf titer 
toyal houie of Abiflinia were . cijcreecj 
to pais their days jp -. a delightful re- 
treat* aa^ned tk$ ih^jxpy valley, except 
fuch.as weis^ftom fime to time, 
called by p«ler offucceffion ,to, the 
throne. Raffelas, the emperor's fourth 
ion, weary of being fecluded from 
tbe world, ; makqs J^is sfpape by the. 
affiftawe of Imlas, a poet and phijb- 

fopher, and vifits Egypt,, acppmpa- 
nied by his favourite fitter Nekayah, 
and her attendant Pekuah. They cix- 
aftrant dkW&ent ftations and prafek 
ijoai of njen, etmd contrad: a frfendr 

f V 3 <*% 



Vi INTRODUCTION. 

fliip with an aftronomer, poi&iTed of 
deep fciencQ and an excellent heart, 
but who had fallen into a fpecies of 
Tifionaiy madnefs, by which he was 
led to imagine himfelf endued with 
a power to regulate and diftribute 
the various feafons of the year, and 
changes of the weather, till ' his in- 
tercourfe with the travellers diffi- 
pates this mental delufion. • ' After 
many fruitlefs enquiries in fearch of 
a life of happinefs, RafTelasand Ne- 
kayah, with their companions and 
the aftronomeri refolve to return to 
tlje happy Valley. 

'- Such is the general plan of the 
inimitable tale of Rasselas Prince 
©f Abissinia, written by: the late 

1 * Dr. 
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Dr. k Jofanfoh, which it has bfcen 
tfiought neceflary to prefix as. an in-, 
trodudion to the following work. 

* r • r » 

Sir Jo^ . Hawkins, i^ his life of 
Dr. Johri&n, fays^ " tfyat th6 writhe 
had an iptention of marrying his 
hero, and placing him in a ftate of 
permanent , felicity." This paflage 
faggefted the idea of the continua- 
tion now offered, with the greateft 
diffidence, to the reader, and without 
any thought of a vain and prefump- 
tuous cpmparifon ; as every attempt 
to • imitate the~ energetic flile, ftrong 
imagery, and profound knowledge', of „ 
the author of Rasselas, would be 
equally rath with that of the fuitors 
to bend the bow of Ulyfles. 
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/ It is indeed mijcfc to fee regretted 
that die fame pencil which 4b forcibly 
painted the evils attendant on hiumi- 
nity, had not delineated the fairer 
profpedt. That fuch a profpedk ex- 
ifts, will fcarcely he denied ; and if 
the narrative of Din abb as, however 
defective, ihall be found to afiord 
any confolation or relief to the 
wretched traveller/ terrified and dif- 
heartened at the rugged paths of 
life, this reflection will compenfate * 
the want of genius and literary fame 
of its author, who, under the veil 
of concealment, anxioufly awaits the 

m 

judgment of the critic, not whoHy 
without ambition to merit the favour 
and indulgence of a candid Public. 
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CHAP. I. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE RETURN TO THE 

HAPPY VALLEY, - 

THE inundation having fubfided, 
the prince and princefs with their 
companions left Cairo, and proceeded on 
the way to Abiflinia: the journey was 
long and tedious, and their refle&ions on 
their return were by no means fatisfac- 
tory. 



« 



Are we then," faid Raflelas, "no 
wifcr than when we fet out* or have 

B wc 
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we only learned* that all enquiries after 
fyappineis are vain, and that a ftate of 
\ mere vegetation is the higheft degree of 
felicity which mortals are permitted to 
obtain in this world ?" 

cc We have, at leaft," anfwered the 
princefs, "acquired fufficient knowledge 
to inftrudt thofe whom we formerly left 
behind, and whom we are now going to 
rejoin*, we may convince them by our ex- 
perience of the fallacy of human enjoy- 
ments ; we may guard them againft the 
delufive powers of imagination, and teach 
them to be contented with that ftate which, 
by, our example, they will find preferable 
to the feveral occupations of life." 

cc Not only this," faid Pekuah, « but 

we fhall add to their amufements the re- 

'ation of the various fcenes we have met 

wilh on our travels : our converfation will 

5 b e 



CONTINUATION OP RASSELAS. 3 

be fought for, bedaufe we can inftruft and 
entertain; and while we renew our paft 
pleafures by relating them, fheltered from 
the ftorms of life, the memory of the dan* 
gers we have efcaped, and the hardlhips 
we have undergone, will give a higher 
relifh to our ftate of iecurity." 

iC How we may be received by the in- 
habitants of the happy -valley," replied 
thfc priflce, <c or how we may be entertained 
by our own refleftions, is to me uncer- 
tain. I wiih we may not be more difcon- 
tented with the valley than we were while 
unacquainted with other fcenes : wander^ 
ing has often given a momentary defire of 
fettled rcfidence 5 but a&ivity is natural to 
man, and he who has once tafted the joys 
of liberty and aftion, will no more be con- 
tented with perpetual reft and feciufion, 
than he, who may have wiihed for deep 

B 2 in 
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in a moment of laffitude, would defire to 
remain inactive on his couch, after the 
light- of the fun has awakened him from 
oblivion and repofe. I. am, however, 
neither difpleafed with our paft attempts, 
nor hopelefs for our future fuccefs : as wc 
advance in years the fire of imagination 
will cool, and the agitation of reftleflhefs 
fubfide : we have laid up a ftock of know- 
ledge which will teach us to diftinguilh 
real merit from falfe pretenfion. Reafon, 
whom we have already perceived from 
afar, advances towards us as youth re* 
cedes, and I doubt not but, by taking her 
for our guide, we (hall enjoy that ferenity, 
cairrinefs, and juftnefs of perception, which 
are alone worthy cf a thinking being." 

« Far be it from me, Sir," faid Imlac, 
€t to anticipate your difappointment, or 
to'increafe your alarms; yet permit me 

to 
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to tell you that eminent knowledge, if 
not accompanied with lingular indul- 
gence to others, often ierves to render its 
poffeflbrs miferable, and even ridiculous : 
your experience and your ftudies have 
placed you in a ckfs of beings, very 
different from the inhabitants of the hap- - 
py valley, whom you can only treat with 
condefeenfion or with contempt. Society 
cannot fubfift without equality, and while 
you are considered as a prince, and as a 
man of fuperior intelligence, you may 
command admiration, but you cannot 
enfure afietfjon." , . - 

c WUas I" faid the aftronomer, « if rea- 
fon is a blefling, it haa the fame fate as 
patience j we never invoke it till we have 
been fatigued with the rapturous wander- 
ings of imagination, and exhaufled by 
(the exquifite feelings of fenfibility -, ' we 

B 3 then 
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then apply to reafon as a refuge from 
care; it convinces without perfuading, 
it inftru6fa without improving us : reafon 
lhould regulate, but a warmer motive 
irmft infpire our anions ; devotion and 
benevolence, the two nobleft incitements 
to virtue, are emanations of the' heart, not 
reflections of the head ; reafon may come - 
to their fupport, but has not the merit of 
creating them* Our condition in this 
world is too diftant from perfe&ion to 
give us hopes of enjoying any o*ie ad- 
vantage in the fupreme degree: for die 
experience of age, we muft rcfign the 
gaiety of youth : we muft facrifice hero- 
ifm to prudence, genius to corre<9»efs f 
and rapture to tranquillity : thefe are 
called the victories of reafon, but I con- 
fefs I rather attribute them to the in- 
fluence of time. The wife man, in rcfigna- 
tion to the decrees of Providence, repines 

not 
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riot at the lofi of the advantages of youth, 
and . rejoices in the confolations granted 
to old age ; but we know of none, either 
wife or fbolifh, who would voluntarily 
relinquifti thofe pleafures* which are pe- 
culiar to the fpring and fummer of his 
days, to anticipate the hour when ht .muft 
in vain look back on what he has neglected 
to enjoy," 
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CHAP. II. 

THE PRINCE IS NO LONCER LEFT TO HIS 

OWN CHOICE. 

D A S S E L A S, notwithftanding his 
♦ doubts, was rcfolved to continue 
Lis journey : he reached the cbnfines of 
Abiffinia without accident, where, as he 
was difcourfing with his filter on what 
methods they fhould take to excufe 
their abfence when they arrived at the 
happy valley, their caravan was flop- 
ped by feveral horfemen of the king's 
troops, headed by a youth of animated 
countenance and courteous manners. 
c< Strangers," faid he, <c you are perhaps 
. ignorant of the orders we have received. 
The Egyptians have lately committed 
hoftilities on the Abiffinian territories, 
•: * and 



CONTINUATION OP RASSBLAS. 9 

and we cannot pemiit any of that nation 
to pafs our boundaries : tell me therefore 
what is your country, and what the mo- 
tive of your travels ?" 

» 

cc Sir/.' replied the prince, cc we are 
travellers from curiofity, and our native 
country is Abiflinia : you may therefore 
fuffer us. freely to enter into the domi- 
nions of your powerful monarch, and, if 
you pleafe, we will remain under your 
guard till we have obtained from the 
court permiffion to continue our journey : 
we are not unknowa there, and I have 
no doubt but our requeft will be fpeedily 
granted."' 

The young warrior, well pleafed with 
the anfwer of Raflelas, conducted him,, 
and his companions, to a fortrefs on 
the banks of the river that feparates 
Abiffinia from Egypt. 

B5 The 
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The governor of this fortrefe, whole 
name was Amalphis, was a man of lofty 
ftature and majeftic pretence; his hair 
was white as filver^ his eyes were pier- 
cing as the mid-day fun, and feveral 
fears imprinted on his venerable coun- 
tenance were the honourable teftimo- 
nies of his fervice. ' FJe received the 
prince and ladies with urbanity ; and 
with a look of penetrative enquiry de- 
manded the motive of their journey. 
His fon Dinarbas, the young warrior 
who had conduced them to the fort, 
repeated what Rafielas had told him. 

cc The motive of curiofity," replied 

Amalphis, " though laudable, is fo un- 

■ » 

common in this country, that we cannot, 
without injuftice to ourfelves and detri- 
ment to our emperor's, fervice, permit you 
to proceed on your journey, till the re- 
turn 
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turn of ydur meflenger from the capital : 
in the mean time we expeft you to give 
an account of your names, families and 
peregrinationi" 

The prince, not choofmg to declare Kk 
name and quality, left to Imlac the care 
of anfwering the queftions of the gover- 
nor. The poet, without departing from 
truth, concealed as much as prudence 
required : he told Amalpliis that he was 
Imlac the merchant, who had refided 
fome time at Cairo in the occupations 
of commerce, that he had been accom- 
panied thither by this young man and 
his fifter, who were Abiflinians of rank, 
and had a defire to fee the world and 
make ehoice of the ftate of life moft 
conducive to happinefs ; . ,!$*at finding 
equal difappointment in all, they were 
now rcfolvcd to return to their former 

B 6 dwellings 
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dwelling, and pafs the remainder of their 
lives in ftudy and contemplation. 

u As for myfelf," faid the aftrono- 
mer, M I will freely confefs that I am 
by birth an Egyptian and an inhabitant 
of Cairo ; but my life has been fpent in 
the purfuits of knowledge and in the laby- 
rinths of fcience ; whoever has affifted me 
in my endeavours r has been my country- 
man : the world is my fchool, and its in- 
habitants my fellow ftudents : my difqui- 
fitions tend not towards the welfare or 
ruin of any particular ftate : if my ftudies 
could be of any utility, I would, not coa- 
fine their influence to one fpot of the ha- 
bitable globe. I f truth and wifdom are 
emanations of the divine Spirit, furely their 
benefits ought to be generally diftributed 
amongft our fellow- creatures : whatever 
regard I have for my own country, my 

way 
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way of life has made me confider myfelf 
as a citizen of the uniyerfe, or ^rather I 
have confidered only my iludies •, and my 
mind, bufied with intellectual enjoyments, 
has been equally uninterefted in the Ihock 
of great empires and the petty purfuits of 
domeftic life. I have lately known hlcf- 
fings of which I, was before ignorant*— the 
charms of fociety and the confolations of 
friendfhip— deprive me not of thefe, O 
governor ! permit me to remain with 
perfons who honour me with their confi- 
dence, and confole me with their benevo- 
lence ; and be allured, that I have neither 
the power nor the inclination to change 
any thing in the fate of empires." 

Amalphis was willing to believe the 
ingenuous declaration of the aftronomer. 
Imlac and the prince feemed myfterious, 
but their traio, being neither fufficiendy 

numerous 
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numerous to ann&unCe open force, nor J 
fmall enough to give the fulpicion of j 
hidden treachery, he defired Imlac to 
difpatch his meffenger, and in the mean 
time affigned the company an apartment j 

in his caftle, where he treated them with I 

the relpeft due to their appearance, and 
often «queftioned them on their travels, 
the different incidents of which they 
willingly related. 

cc I am amazed," faid Amalphis/' how 
you fliould have ever imagined that hap- 
pinefs depended on any particular ftation 
in life. Providence indeed has permitted 
to a very few the choice of the path 
which they are to take in this world : the 
lower clafs of citizens arc generally de- 
barred by poverty from following the 
dictates of their inclination, and the great 
are ftill more irrefiftibly reftrained by the 

prejudice 
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prejudice of tuftom : thofe few, Who have 
it tn their power to choofe, are too oftetl 
guided by their paflions : it remains theri- 
forfc equally for hitn who has been com- 
pelled into any ftate of life by tfhe will of 
others, and for him who has been fo by 
the force of his own imagination, to do 
his duty With firmnefs and refrgnation, 
whatever may be his difguffl: tf r repen*- 
tance. There is no proftflian in which 
a man may not be virtuous and refpe&- 
ed : the fa»k4ies not in the ftate of life, 
it depends on the manner of a&ing : i 
mkn who is 1 difeontcnted wfth his emfi 
ployment/and* for that reafon negle&s 
his duties, (hews both want of fenfe and 
want of cofurage : if he adh up to the 
part allotted' him, at Jeaft he fills fome 
thata&er m fife : if he abandons it be- 
caufe it ii cohtrary to his inclination, he 
either does nothing, or goes out of his 
< •'■'' fpherej 
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* • . « * 

fphere ; his exiftence is therefore ufelefs* 
On the other hand, the prieft who repines 
at confecrating his days to meditation or 
paftoral ipftru&ion, who wifhes for tjie 
a&ive life of a foldier and is fired with 
enthufiafm when he hears the trumpet 
found to arms, has more merit than his 
companions f if he only feels thefe fenti* 
ments internally^ and. employs the energy 
that Heaven has given him to conquer 
Jus repugnance, . and to be. more active In . 
his funftions. The. foldier, wha would 

• 

have wiflied to pafs his days in literary 
eafe and phiiofophical diiquifition, yet, far 
from neglecting his duty to his king and 
country, makes his ftudies . ferve to the 
perfedtion of the art of war, is a greater 
hero than he . whom, the deOre alone of 
military feme drives headlong to the field 
Similar. examples may be found, in any 
condition, and he alone is wretched and 

contemptible, -. 
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contemptible, who will not a& at leaft 
with decency, if not with diftin&ion, the 
part affigned him on this great thratre. 
Courage, though a virtue peculiarly ef- 
fential to our profeflion, is neceffary in 
all : it teaches ua equally to adl with 
glory, and to fuffer with patience : it in- 
fpires us with firmnefs towards men, and 
refignation towards God/' 
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C H A P. in. 

THE MLJNCE EMBRACES A NEW STATS 

OF LIFE. 

• 

T T was expe&ed that fome time might 
clapfe before the return of the meflen- 
ger diipatched to the court of Abiffinia, 
and in the mean while the prince told Im- 
lac that he had an inclination to propofe 
to the governof making an expedition 
with his fon. 

c< I have always," faid he, " felt a de- 
fire for the military life $ my paffion for 
glory was roufed in the happy valley by 
the theory of the art of war, which the 
moll: fkilful mafters are ordered to inftil 
into us, from the poffibility that we may 
one day be obliged to aft as commanders 
of a great army, I have often wifhed to 

put 
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put thefe lcflbns in practice; and furely 
any employment would be preferable to 
the ftate of inactivity, in which we are 
doomed to remain till the return of oar 
meflenger." 

" Sir," anfwered Imfec, " if yon per- 
lift in this intention, I will accompany 
you with pleafiire : a camp is .no unfavour- 
able ftudy for a poet: bitt let me firit 
warn you of one thing,/ which has proba- 
bly efcaped your refle&icfti : * you are ac~ 
cuftomed to command, and totally unac- 
quainted with the fubordination of a mi- 
litary life: conftraiht and obedience are 
equally unknown to you, and yet you will 
be obliged to execute every order of Di- 
narbas like the meanefl: of his foldiers.'* 



. *• 



cc I know not, 1 " repKed the : prince; 

u whether faeh a life, would be agreeable 

to me for a long duration : tttf one cam* 

* paign 
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paign cannot exhauft my patience : alf 
evils of which we may calculate the term, 
are at leaft to be endured ; and why fhould 
not I. contentedly fubmit to a life which 
fo many rejoice in ?" 

- u As for me, Sir/' faid the aftronomcr, 
" you will forgive me if I do not accom- 
pany you ; my age requires tranquillity, 
and my country forbids me to bear arms 
againfther: I will Hay with the prineds 
and Pekuah." ? 

— • r 

Nekayah entered in the midft of this 
converfation : (he was far from approv- 
ing the prince's intentions; (he dreaded 
being left among perfons to whom die 
was unknown; ihe reprefented to her 
brother that a fon of the emperor was not 
to hazard his Jife like the memtfft of his 
ibbje&s, and that (laves were made to de- 
fend dm matter, -.. . • 
ii. « Sifter, 1 * 



I 
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" Sifter," faid the prince, « I bhifli to 
hear a reafoning fo contrary to the prin- 
ciples of duty and humanity— who is to 
defend the father, if not the fon ? And 
what right have princes to expeft the af- 
fiftance of their fobiedts if they will noT 
join in bearing a part of the toil ? What 
obligations can the governor of this fbr- 
trefs and his fon have to my father, in 
comparison with thofe I owe him ? In- 
deed to fpeak frankly, I .fee not why my 
life is more precious than that of Amal- 
phis : he has ferved the emperor during 
feveral years ; his lofs would be felt on 
thefe frontiers : the enemy might gain 
ground and the peace of Abiflinia be en- 
dangered : his death would introduce de- 
fpair into his now happy, family: his fon 
would be left at the moil dangerous pe- 
riod of life without the counfels of a wife 
and prudent father ; his daughter, in the 
* bloom 
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Hoom ofly6urh and beauty, would remain 
friencHefs and unprote&ed. Where would 
he the fetal consequences of my fall ? 
The importance of thoie who fill exalted 
ftations is often imaginary, and what ap- 
'pears great in the eyes xjf the poflfeflbr 
is periiajSs totally indifferent to others. I 
would* have thee diveft thyfelf, Nekayah, 
of every prejudice of this nature, and fe* 
rioufly confider that no man is really im- 
portant, but as he is uieful to «hi£ coun- 
try." . ■■. t •■:. i ' ".' 

The arrival of Dinarbas put an end to 
this difcourfe ; he learned and. applauded 
the refolution of Raflelas. and offered 
Kim his friendftiip with all the warmth 
natural to his age and profefiion. 

^Raffelas had "another motive for his 
ffeparture 'befides thofe. herlhad mentioned 
Wh Imlac and the princefs,: Zili^ the 

dax^ghter 
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daughter of Afnfitphcs appeared to bhirt 
entirely different from the women he, had 
known in the happy valley* or during his 
travels: the firft were flaves, the others 
toft the power in the attempt to pteafe, 
Zilia feemed urrcoafcious of her charms * 
fcer mind was cultivated by her lather 
with afliduous Gare ; her fentimentSj nam* 
rally liberal, had -received from educa- 
tion the dignity of fbperior vitftue : fhe 
neither avoided nor ibught: the converfa- 
tion of the ftrangers * yfct -all were interefU 
*d by her, . ^ 

Rafielas however, though he had ac*> 
quired much philofophy by his reading 
and obfervation, ftill retained the idea 
that women, if not beings of an inferior 
clafs, were at leaft not worthy of gain- 
ing too great an afcendancy over the 
minds of men : he knew his own fenfibi- 
- 4 lity, 



* 



[ 
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lity, and feared left he fliould become the 
fiave of a pafiion, which he defpifed as 
trivial, or cenfured as romantic: he 
therefore hoped a fliort abfence would 
obliterate the impreffion which he began 
to perceive Zilia had made on him, and 
ferioufly refolved to drive from his mind 
all thoughts of her till his return. Time, 
which while considered as future always 
promifes happinefs and wifdom, would,, 
he doubted not, deftroy the power of this 
enchantment: he therefore haftened the 
departure of Dinarbas, and they fallied 
forth, at the head of fifty horfe, to make 
an incurfion on the enemy's frontiers. 



CHAP. 



*.. 
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RASSELAS ACQJJIRES A FRIEND* 

A FTER an abfencc of a few weeks 
Raffelas and Dinarbas returned tri- 
umphant with the fpoils of many con- 
quered enemies : their friendfhip had 
been cemented by mutual teftimonies of 
valour and of kindnefs, and the prince 
was furprifed to fee how much this expe- 
dition had raifed him in the eftecm of 
Amalphis, his fon, and Zilia. 

cc You are now," faid the old war- 
rior, « our friend and fellow- foldier * you 
have proved your fidelity to your king 
and country, and we need not fear to 
treat you with that confidence, with which 
your ingenuous and open manner at firft 

infpired us/' * ' 

C Imlac, 
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Imlac, whom the prince had not per- 
mitted to accompany him, that he might 
remain with Nekayah, could not forbear 
remarking the new efteem which Raffdas 
had acquired \yith the inhabitants of the 
fortrefs. . •> 

c< Prince," faid he, Cf how neceflary 
is general knowledge to a man of your 
exalted ftation! Of what avail hadbeeg 
in this citadel your literature and philo- 
fophy, if your a&ivity and courage had 
not added to thefe endowments the ho- 
nours of military fervice ? He who is ufe- 
fol will always be refpeded : in the mo- 
ments of repofe and tranquillity we are 
pleafed with die man who can inftruft or 
amufe us; but, in the hour of diftreis and 
danger, we ncgledt hiax if he cannot be 
effentially ufefoL" 

Nekayah -.j 



■ 

i 
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Nekayah complained much to her 
brother of the time in which he had 
been abfent ; rt She wasr weary," lhe : faid, 

• 

u of feeing every day the fatne facesj and 
hearing the famfc difcourfes ; the conver- 
fation of Amalphis was indeed inftruc-* 
tive and entertaining*, but he was great* 
part of the day engrofled by his duty;* 
and Zilia, though kind and gentle in her 
manners, did not treat her' with that re- 
fpeft ^hich the diftance between therrf 
might naturally have inlpired her with/* 
€C Can you blame," replied the prince, ** the 
daughter of Amalphis for denying re- 
fpeft to that rank which you induftrioiifly 
conceal, and of which fhe tan have no 
idea ? You hide from others, but cannot 
yourfelf forget/ that you are a princels ; 
lofe this idea for a moment, and you will 
find in the' fociety of Zilia the fame plca- 
fure which I feel in that of her brother* 

c 2 I am 
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Vim delighted with the familiarity q£ 
fitoarbas,; he believes himfelfmy <cqu*l> 
arid I am flattered with having* for ,thc 
fifrft time in my life, excited difintereftcd 
regard; which I fuppofe granted either cp 
file qualities implanted in me by nature, 
or to thole which I may have acquired 
by my own induftry. I am pleafpd.with 
the vivacity of his temper, and the jenesgy 
of his mind : I am refolved to make an* 
other expedition with him, and endea- 
vour to confirm the good opinio^ he h#s 
conceived of me," 

- * « * 

Notwithstanding the wife rdbhitfoas 
of Raflelas, he found in die converfation 
and manners of Zilia an irrefiftible charm; 
he began now to condemn his former 
opinions as unjuft and illiberal. "What 
grrater happinefs," faid he to himfel£ 
K could I experience than in palling my 

a Hfe 
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life with a being endowed with fuch per* 
fe&ioh, and who feels fo little her own 
fuperibrky ! But fhall •" I have th^ pow^r 
of choofing fortnyftlf t* Am I not doon> 
ed * to be for ever the viftim <ri ftate an4 
prejudice^ anc? fhall I difturb the heayejfcj 
If ft renity of Zilia by feeking tairifpirc 
her'^ftifeatirnents, which can only renj 
d$» fcfcr fcs miferable as myfelf P- 






* Dirtarbas found the princef abforbfdf 41? 
ftttdkatfc&w > My friend/' &id he, « 4 
am grieved to fee you penfive and unhap- 
py : were it in our power t6 reftore you 
»iiberfy^ yoti Aomld not knguifh krson- 
finectent ^ yet how bftemfhaJl I regret the 
momifttsi ivg have paffed together ! wkh 
what diffifcuky: ;fhali I tear myifciffrom 
"Nel&ayah 1 iXod think mfe not fufficienfly 
defenrbg of jtoiir Confidence tb difclofp 
tasneth* fecret of your, biptb, and of the 

C 3 rank 
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rwV you held iq Abiffinia ; I have rca- 
fon to believe it elevated, both from your 
fentimentt, from thofe of Nckayah, and 
from the refpeft with which you ,ar? 
treated by your feltow travellers : you 
may pferhaps be offended a* my franknefs, 
when I tell you it would have been more 
fortunate for me if I had never known 
your filler; with the gentleft manners 
and the moll engaging urbanity, Ihe has 
f^metimes a haughtinefs that would lef- 
kn confiderably any other woman in my 
efteemj and yet fhe poffeflfes the power of 
making m$ inftantaneoufly forget the 
dillance which fhe hacj feemed to prefcribs 
me, whenever the natural fweetnefs of 
|ier temper breaks through the conftrainc 
which lhe impofes on herfelf and others." 

" Dinarbas!" interrupted the prince, 
« in the name of our friendlhip, let us drop 

this 
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this iubje& ; if thou couldft fee into my 
heart, thou wouldft find me unhappy as 
thyfelf let us depart with the next 

« 

'dawn, and attack the enemies of our 
country.'— ••- . ■ ».■••: 



» 
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THE FORTRESS BESIEGED. 

TX^HILE the two friends were * erf- 
gaged in this converfetion, Arriaf- 
phis, having received intelligence' that & 
large body of Egyptians and Arabs was 
advancing to affault the fortrefs, "corn*- 
manded his fon to delay his intended "ex- 
pedition till he could be certain of the 
truth of this information. "In the meab 
time he took eve*y neceffary'preciutiork 
to prevent the enemy from finding film 
Unprepared y he doubled the guard 'on 
the walls, went round every night tb lee 
that all was in order, and'afiigned to Vve r 
ry foldier the poft he was, to defend. 



A K % * 
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The princefs could not without fbrne 
nneafinds behold thefe preparatives for 
war, and I*ekuali*was greatly alarmed r 
the prince comforted them by affurances 
of fecurkyy >6f vwMchy however, he * wa* 
perhaps no more perfuaded than , they,; 
yet his confplations, given with an ah" of 
confidence, had the defired effed, and the 
ladies accuftomed themfelves to the ex- 
pe£ation tffa fiege, with as little concern 
as if they had never apprehended it. Dur- 
iag this interval of uncertainty, the prince 
was neither . able* nor indeed defirous, to 
avoict the company of Zilia ; But he fbon 
found hef greatly altered ;. her anxieties 
returned, and fhe could not confider the 
danger, to which Amalphis was fopn to be 
cxpofed, J without the greateft'uneafinefi.. 
In vain did fhe endeavour to afllime her 
ufual gaiety in her father's* pre&nce : iw 
the midft of a lively converfation fhe. 

C 5: would 
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wpuld often burft into tears, and j&wctf 
igg^vt, when (he bade adieu to Amalphi* 
and her brother Ihe embraced them witk 
an ^imjweffion .of forrow in. Her couple-: 
nance, which Ihe vainly endeavoured ta> 
conceal* 

R^ffelas was deeply "affe&ed with the 
grief of Zilia ; he cquld not refrain fronx 
telling her he had obferved it, nor avoid 
exprefiing the pain it gave hinij : Ihe re- 
ceived his confolations with fenfibilitv> 
and treated hina with mpre confidera- 
tion than ever. 

The princefs was lefs pleafed ^vith thtf 
eonduft of Dinarbas : 0nce the day of 
his converfation with Raflelas, he h&d 
fought to difengage "himfelf from the 
pleaiure he found in liftening to hfcr> ho 
ftudioufly avoided Nekayah, and dif-» 
courfed only with Pekuah, The favourite 
i thoughdefsly 



j 
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thoughtlefsly encouraged* his advances,* 
and the pride of Nckayah was mortified z 
fhe found every day lefs deEght in the 
company of her dear Pekuah, flie took^eve- 
ry opportunity of feparating herfelf frtot 
one whole abfence had formerly made 
hef refblve to abandon the world, and 
Without whom flie had cbnfidered exift- 
ence 'as a torment ; yet would (he often 
reproach herfelf! for this- change offend- 
ments. Pekuah had* ftill the fime tender 
refpeft, the feme attachment for the prjncefs 
which had" been the greateft happihefs of 
her life: 'Nttsysh CGUia Gray accufe her 
of palling too much time widh Dinirbas, 
arid fhe had herfelf found too great a plea- 
fore in his company to Condemn another 
for feeking it. She fe/t that je : al6ufy was 
thet niofciye of her hbw Zn& ! \ktribrhlmri 
difltkfc; her -pride and hir principles 
cquaBy combated this paffionj fhe was, 

C 6 furprifed* 



fijhprifirfi.tQ find it. goffibk diatr.flae £a*rt& 
be fafceptible of it; and wasiftflraqcd to* 
Men. to. the voice that internally accufedi 

. .. ' r • r i. " • • 

hen. 

While- her mind was in this agitation,, 
fhe one morning obferved- a great duft; 
anting in the call : a general tumult in* 
the fortrefs foon convinced her^that fhe. 
had. not been, the only perfon who had* 
remarked it* <f The army of the Egyp- 
tfcnfc is, advancing to attack us" fiticU 
Dioarbas,, who at that inftant entered hen 

a&rtm&U ^ 7*1 be ju*l altow»4. K#- 
Ksy*h ! yo% are here in ftfety,* aftd,&& 
fff^kmm. ow hearts, you ? would her coov 
vinced that wc would cither, defeod you* 
w ^rift: ; our numbers are not ,<3ori>» 
1W*ptibkk wd oun courage haa bee* of- 
lea tried : ..the energy's troops are wjv 
! ur . .;j » •. .. merous* 
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Mttouspibut^ ours. are. bettor difcipiinqrfe^ 
aad top&ifbcr-** no. young foldiex/1 > - t-o 






^Dinar&as!" anfwered the prihce% 
ft I thank you for your care i I have not 
the refolution of a warrior> but I am. re- 
ffgnedi the firft appearance of danger 
naturalljr flarnnpjhe mind of womap^ 
out , give me time for reSe£fcion, and I arr^ 
prepared for all — your duty is to repulfe v 
the enemy,^ ours to J?ray for your Hie- 
cefs, and to await the event: with, pa-r- 
tience, 

£6nflirtoi4kftfMd td Ms pbft; turfgifr 
patufefc riftiriilc<*oj* a ibfe i* ftlent afltf 
aimiotf*' espe&ttioft. She had flat fc«9t 
tong fa this fiction before - ft* *tasl jdite^. 
cd^fy -9ek$feh, who thrcming terfttf a^ 
thte> toe ^f ^f-miftrefe totibivftJd ;te* 
kjrtest will| **ufl*>odr ^f trite* : : * «*Dtt* 
fcdp,? faid fhe, " this b the tnoft cruel: 

moment 



moment of tr*y Sfe: when- 1" was take** 
by the Arabs, I confqled jnyfel£ with tbfc 

. refle&ion that you di<i not $iare my jxiif- 

» , 

fortunes: alas ! I am now doomed to 
fee the princefs of Abiffin*a in the .power 
of l lawlefs robbers, and, the facred per- 
fon of the prince expofed to their favage 
Airy : 4- what* fatal ftars conducted us to this 
fortrefs T 



* 



cc * Pelciiah T* anfwered the .princefs, 
caltaly, cc a few days fince you (earned to 
confider this fortrefs as the habitation of 
y^r r choice* joy %»insM*ed:yourij5es, and 
ftfjpired yo# Wrtgue $ al). your fmsksiEMSi 
fc**B yotff ft^ckjnent.ca;«ey |fi»med>b- 
iqibcd i* tt# delights of fao&sy* *n$*l 
ItfLVft re^fon !tp bejieyrf that your prefeat 
£$rs jarjfe i^ore fr^ta the danger of fof- 
Wg that fecieiy, : shah . from tbc- -perils. & 



'\ 
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mhiph-tlw princeL or ; tnyfelf ifiay-.-btf «x-~ 
pdfed." '. - ■ ' 

"Betovsd ntfftrefr," replied. Pekus*,* 
"if you withdraw your favour from your 
flare, fee can ; o#Jy bow her head beneath 
your dWpleafore, apd fink iftto \ her ori- 
ginal ftate-of infigmfieaacy— but- wherein 
can NekayaJ* . aocqfe me of forgetting 
that re*ps$fal. ttinderneis which alone 
poffeffes my heart ? I am not confeious 
oPany change of manners* qx how that 
Yivacity> which fQrmerly ojfed' fc© meetf 
yotfo approbation fo our difcourfes with 
lo&te and the aftronomer, can have dif-j 
pfeafeelyou.ift this, fortrefs j where, &paa 
the want of variety of objects* yoy allowed' 
k was neceflhry *o fnstch everjr oeea&otiai 
amufertient, and avail eurfeWea of ever jt 
trivial matter that could excite it*" 



c< 



But 
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< *B*t why/* rrfumed tfie ptinct&y a 
fittle foftened* " would you ipend ; fo 
much of your time with the Ion of Anfcalr 
pfeb? Though your Ujadbrftandifig- ai4 
your virtue place you> above the malign 
aity of j&Mtffer, why fhxmtd you pcei4i+ r 
^rijrchoofe the converfiwk>«iof«Hisyowig: 
warrior ii* prcfea^ence to* thf; ftge *iifcqi*rifc 
of his father, or the Uvrfy and mlteoftrv^ 
convcrfe of Imlac and the aftronomer 2/^ . 

•■ •*! know lior, fedy^ aofoeredr Pe* 
fcuah, *that I haye held more difctzmrfo 
wkh Dinarbas thaw with the other inha* 
bttants of th* fortre&j but if you com* 
mand ft, I witt benccforwand/ aVoid- his: 
company, nor fliaH * LconfideH* «s<* &* 
crifice to my obedience; * indeed/' added 
fir, fmiHngy "if Nekayklv witt alto** me 
t& proceed without being offended arher 
femafe Ir will \confefs to her that I fiod 
.-v i'/ not- 
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Aotf-'fe" tfe Ibcfety of Dinarbto ' tHofe 
ehaimwhteh fo warmly al&& the priace 
dn& ftnlac « in the midft of the moft inv 
tt&ftSBg converfation his thoughts oftea 
^tender from the fubjeft, ami his eyes are 
tUrri&i; Oft Nekay&h. I am folly confer 
&ttsf of 4M* infinite attraftions of my prin* 
ifefi^niria ! (Jannbt fometimes avoid pkjF- 
htg di^^oitrfv' for having nourished atyii^ 
ing fenriments, of the vanity of which bP 
« is, perhaps, unconfeious, and which yet 
W3 rdfpeft? endeavours to ftifle : bin IfUfely 
rtorwoi^anf can ^ Entirely conquer tile pride 
iahereat f in odr lea* nor likes to be the 
&n&ieisidolduaj is drowned 1 with flower^ 
sriulenthc ww* and incenfc are offered m 

thfe DmflitpKr l . -}• • :i ,.";':'••>■■ 

^i*:The princefs* felt the truth 4 of iu!r &. 
volirite's difcourfe, and, at the fame h%- 
ftaatj, found all iter afie&ion far he* re- 
vive i 



p 
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vive .; l>iat gr^em were the apcufations witli 
which (he loaded, hjerfslfr. fhe regretted 
her blindnds, and at .the fame time; up- 
fcj^ided Jier own* heart for, the pieafure 
which the difcovery pf Peku^h had give** 
hef : ftie anxioufly prayecj for* the return 
of. the meffepger, that flie might depart, 
aod, if poffij>le, lofe the npemoiy of all 
that had imjerefted frer in the. caftle, • 
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C H A P. VI. 

. ... 

THE" PRINCESS" MEETS WITH A REAL 

MISFORTUNE. 

TWT E K,A YAH had never, before . found 
herfelf in 'fa uneafy a fituatioh : her 
eyes were, fixed, on the ground,, and ihe 
Knew not what anfwer to make to Pe* 
.kuah, .when, they were Jbddeiriy interrupt* 
ed by the arrival of Zilia, who wild with 
grief entered the apartment, end "uttering; 
a heatt-pierciiig lhriek funk Kfelefs on the 
ground, Eekuah ran haftily*to her affiflx* 
snee, but Nekayah was unaUe to rnovej 
ihe raifed her eyes to heaven and remains 
ed in motionlefs horror ; fhe dreaded to 
Ipafn the caufe of Zilia*s affli&ion*.j£ 
thoufond confufed images took poffeflkui 
of her tpmdi and the idea of I^*ficU^ and 

Dinarbas 
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Dinarba* rufhed at once on her imagina- 
tion. 

« * 

The affiftance of Pekuah loon reco- 
vered the Unhappy Zilia. "Nekayahi** 
cried ihe, <c I have cruel tidings to relate, 
but your misfortune is lefs than mine ; 5 
your brother remains a prifoner among 
the Egyptians, but Dinarbas has fcarce- 
ly a moment to live-r-even nQw perhaps, 
he expires, and I have loft the only poor r 
coniblation of receiving his laft breath,— 
I law him covered with wounds and in a 
ftate of infenfibility — his valour, and r that 

your brother have fav^cj the foroefs r , 
but they arc viftims to our fafety — the 
cflemy has. retired wkfc gteocJ6fs^i-. 
Y^t, y*hy »ftu>*ikM repine ?*-^6tfaHtt& 
I^eaven 1 cominucd ihfc r failing -on herl 
kjjee v. " ekem art merciful* my^ttaa* 
fi«e$* chough -he lives to mifcry—his Uu~ 

rel& 
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fdb coft him the life of his beloved fon, 
and he has no comfort left but the wretch- 
ed Zilia— let me hafte to find him, and 
by . my. . tender £ares endeavour to calm 
the fprrow that overwhelms him— —I 
fjoKgpt*-**~hc commands me to remain 
heffe,and: will not fuffer me to be witnefi 
of fifcimournf&:fcene«" T ' -i 

At this moment Imlac appeared, and 
confirmed the dreadful truth : he conjur- 
ed Nekayah to take comfort, but fhe re- 
niaihed the image of deipair, and returned, 
no aniwer either to him or rekuahj at 
length,' cafting her eyes on Zilia, fhe em- 

braced her and fhed a torrent of tears* 

-" . • r - » * • 

—She Itemed now a fitde relived, and 
Itfteo&d with attention to the narrative oi 
httlac, who* told her that Anvilphis <haff 
rgctited with determined valour the aP 
fault of the enemy, many of %hom chad 

fcakd 
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fcaled the'wfcUs and entered the fbrtreilj 
b\it that after a fevere conflict they fled, 
3nd were purfufcd by Dinarbasand R&flclas 
% at the head of their horfemen ; that when' 
they came to the plain beneath the cfcftky 
the enemy turned and renewed the combat 
With defperate fury \ that the two young 
warriors fought with diftinguiflied courage, 
till Dinarbas, pierced with wounds, fell 
lifelefs from his horfe, and \yae carried 
from the field by his foldiers, who fled 
with him to the fortrefs $ and "Raflelas x 
engaged in the midft of the enemy's 
troops, was at the fame inftant fur rounded 
and taken prifoner : " Y,ou have much, 
caufe for comfort, lady," continued Im- 
fec, " your brothdr's life is.' in fafety, the 
Egyptians are- not a cruel . nation, and it 
is npt prohaUe they will treat injurioufly 
a primer i*jf» war," •- i 

" I thank 
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<c I thank Heaven," returned the prin- 
cefs, Cf for having protected the life of 
my brother; but can I enjoy comfort 
while he remaimi a pfiforter/and* while I 
behold the affli&ion of 1 Zilia and her fa- 
ther ? Let us feek , the good Arpalphis,, 
nor leave him longer alonq a prey to his 
forrpws/' \ \ ' . 
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CHAP. VII. 

THE LOVE OF DISSIPATION NOT INCOR- 

RIGJBLE. 

\\f HLE grief had thus taken poflef- 
fion of the viftors, the routed for- 
ces of the Egyptians retired tumultu- 
oufly towards the confines of their king- 
dom. Raflelas had too ' much fortitude 
and philofophy to be deje&ed or furprifcd 
at what he knew to be the common chance 
of war : he rejoiced at the retreat of the 
enemy! and fubmitted with patience to 
Jus fate, though he regretted that he 
could not (hare the honours of the con- 
querors : he had been too aftive in the 
engagement to perceive the fall of Di- 
oarbasj but he feared fome ill accident 
might have attended him, as he knew 

not 
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hot other wife how to'accoaht^ftfir lofifig; 
fight of him, and for die defertibfr of hii 
troops. He was ffriftly fecured in tht 
midlt of four horiemen, dtaring 1 the : tim6 
of their march^ and at night placed 
in a tent furroljnded by a ftrong guard'. 
As foon as' the army arrived iif lotfs}- 
Egypt, he enjoyed ' greater libe?ty,- 1 and 
was permitted to converfe with the offit* 
cersi amongft whom he recognized fe- 
vfcral of the young men with' wfrorfi T he 
had been intimate a't his ifirft' arrival . it 
Cairo; They received Kim with' joy, fo^ , 
they had equally forgottefi tht' abrupt 
manner in which he had 'qiiirtfed^-tli^if* 
fociet^; and the go&d acfrhbriifioiis 4ie ha# : 
left With thifti. ' Raffelas was difpfeatecP 
at'mcfttiii^ themr-y-WhA rtidll t 'do/*** 
raid? 'h* ' to ^imfelf, -'* in a fcciety^r. 
whifch I have proved* the inconvenient* 
ces, and have felt the' 'difguft'r* JT f 

D coulcj 
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could not bear the noify mirth, and 
thoughdefe viracity of my young com- 
panions, at my firft entering into the 
various fcenes of life, how fhall I fup- 
port the fatigue of their company when 
every day has increafed my difapproba- 
tion of their conduft, and convinced 
me of the infufficiency of their amufe- 
ments ?" 

i 

In confequence of thefe refle&ions, he 
thanked them coolly for their civilities, 
and avoided any further intercourfe with 
them : but the mind opprefled with cares, 
and accuftomed to communicate its in- 
quietudes, requires; the ufual relief: he 
found, not without humiliation, that 
lbme fociety was neceflary, and that 
trffling as their .cpnverfation formerly 
appeared to him, he was compelled fre- 
quently to fly to it, as to a refuge from 

his 
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-his own thoughts. He began to difcern, in 
the mk$: of frantic gaiety and remorfe- 
lefe diflipation, fparks - of honour, fincerity 
and-.goodrnaiurey that were not to v be 
ftifled .by' the influence of paffton : he 
pitied and efteemed the pofleflbrs of diefc 
virtues ; and, having found by experience 
that fevere rebuke and the air of fuperior 
prudence produced an effeft contrary to 
his wifh^s, he took gentler and more 
fuccefsful means. By applauding their 
ardour, he. taught them to diftinguifh 
courage from temerity, a fenfe of honour 
and the pride of virtue from revenge and 
vanity, generofity from prodigality, and 
friendlhip from blind affeftion : he learn- 
ed, by ftudying .their various dilpofitions 
and chara&ers, diat of the number wham 
he had considered as generally deprived, 
few were incapable of being reclaimed: 
afld that he had judged too feverely of 

D % the 
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die reft frorh the faults df Acir compa- 
nions. He found that flic faifce admonw 
tions which they had reje&ed with derr- 
fion, when given with the fbvdrity of a 
preceptor, they received with avidity 
when offered with the familiar kindriefe 
of a friend : by commending them for 
whatever he cfifeovered praifeworthy in 
their condo£t y and by joining in fuch of 
their pleafures as were innocerity he ac- 
quired the right of centering, their faults* 
and refufing to imitate their irregulari- 
ties: their minds, unaccuftomed to oc- 
' Cupation, could with difficulty be brought 
to ferious ftudies ; but the love of novel- 
ty firft engaged them to Men to Raf- 
felas, when he propofed any improve- 
ment that had the appearance of pka- 
fure* and the natural empire of calm 
and rational amufements made them at 
laft adopt from- convidion what they hid 

;. , at 
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VL ftriitakeft vp through caprice. Even 
Jthofe whp -had; before feemed incorrigi- 
We, gave <wpy, either to the force of rea- 
son, w to the prevalence of example, and 
either infenfibly joined in the reformat 
tion, or' complied with what they faw 

the.gisater number approve. 

♦ 

Raflelas could riot, without a mixture 
of pleaiiarc.and regret, behold this change, 
wfiiah he ; waifld naver have had die 
paHeoos 10. refffeftuate, if he had not been 
c&rBJpeilpdrtb it by hfe.'Tfituaitibn. Cf Why 
did I .not*, while at Cairo/ 9 thought he, 
* ufe the fame methods and obtain the 
fame fuccefs ? J fear I muft confider piy- 
felf as guilty 'of the irregularities of my 
companions during the fpace of time 
which has pafled fince we parted. He, 
who would wilh to reform his fellow 
Creatures, muft ftudy attentively the hu- 

D 3 man 
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man heart : he muft treat .with tenderneft 
the man whom weaknefs, not perverfenefs, 
' has caufed to deviate from the path of 
virtue: he muft fortify by degrees his 
returning energy, nor dazzle at once the 
eyes of error with all the fplendor - of 
ftvere truth : he muft fhew her to him 
firft under the form of compaflion, of 
benevolence, of indulgence: innocence' 
alone can bear the light of her unveiled 
majefty ; repentance would (ink into de- 
fpair without the balm of mercy,— No, 
henceforward let me avoid the pride of 
reproof and the frown of difapprobat ion : 
let me endeavour to inftruft by example, 
and pferfuade by kindnefs !" 



CHAP. 
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APOLOGY for rusticity. 

Vy HEREVER the army paffed, the; 
prince oBlerved that great cordiality;/ 

CUbfifted between the foldiers and the in- 

. *. • . .. .■ ' . » > « , . « 

habitant;*, of the country : the former re- 
cjejjired^ prefents of the fruits of the earth"' 
and of the milk of the flocks, which made 
t&e,< only ricjies of their rural friends. 
Ra^||^s.w^aiyrprifed to findgreat acute - 
nef^ .and penetration in;mahy t of thefe 
^ej>jherds,. who gave ufeFul inftruftionj* • 
to the foldiers for the remainder of their 
march, andamuf^d thenv with paftoral * 
fports, while they, received them : with 
franknefs and hofpitality. " How dif- 
ferent do I find . you," faid RaflTelas to 
one- of the old fhepherds, « from, the 

D4 race 
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race who tend their flocks near the cata- 
rafts of the Nile! I vifited thefe in hopes 
to find amongft them that gentlenefs 
and thofe harmlefs virtues which all ages 
and all nations have agreed to attribute 
to the paftoral life. My difappointment 
was great: they were difcontented with 
their own fituation, envious of the rich, 
rude and untaught in -the arts of general 
utility, and not more uninftrufted in the 
poiitenefs of courts,, than in the common 
duties of hofpitality. I find, oa fhe con- 
trary, amongft you, many who convince 
me that the* poets have written after na- 
ture ; and I am delighted to perceive that 
• -the tranquil happinefs of a paftoral life, 
though not yniyerfal, is not wholly ba- 
nifhed from the earth/' 

y 

" Sir," replied the fhepherd, " 1 have 
in .my youth paflcd fume time in the 

fruitful 
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fr rirtfol ifcaftures which you msntioa, *&& 
either the warmth frf iapcy, not uncom- 
mon to our nation, particularly in the 
ipring of iife, has deceived, m^ or r . t|*e • 
feq?her<iU «*hp : inh^it . that • foppy^ qli- 
ma$e are .^n^wfej 'wifii f the i/fime; pe^ 
netration, md eHefoife the ftirpe hoipi- 
talfey as you find amongft us: nay, I 
have thought t&*t they pgffeflgcl thefe 
qgafctis*. if* fc ; higher d<*gre$ ; \ the ^ purity 
ctf.the mr,. the b?ftutift>} yeprdure of the 
fields, &e infinite varjety of birds that 
inhabit the groves on the borders qf the 
fetfasrt of Wfitf rp j all * thefe iaaage$- of th$ 
p^er^n|J,^>qdn^fa;Qf tfrs I?ei$y . :jnjrit 
e«jj$nfi : *he*r . be^rt^ .^nji: purify, them 
fcofli tfye drofs of thofc vile paflioat 
which" you defcribe, Butj Sir, the.peafani 
fe^s, aqd t^gfpre may juftly groan under> 
f^F € $* re off he tyranny of the great: 
y9$r appearance p^rfuades me that your 

D 5 -j rank 
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rank is above the clafs of mediocrity; 
they have been accuftomed to look on 
iiich perfons as their tyrants, by whom they 
are never to be vifited, but when they are 
to contribute to enrich them by the fruits 
of their labours, or perhaps to amufe & 
moment of caprice or liftlefsnefs by ex- 
citing in them fentiments of ridicule. 
What ideas can thefe have in common 
with the rich ? If you would know their 
opinions and manners, you mull divelb 
yourfelf of the fuperiority which your 
rank has given you, and live like thenu 
I- will not . promife you that fuch inter* 
courfe will make you amends for the 
facrifice : I will only fay, and your pre- 
fent obfervations may confirm it, that 
the poetical defcriptions of paftoral life, 
though perhaps embclliflied, are not 
wholly famous ; and that were you 
obliged co^dcfcend to our humble fta- 
5 tion* 
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tkin; you- would find s our Candour SfieF < 
fnfiplicity / not unworthy of your regard;' - 
The foldier who % refpe&s ourprdperty de- 
fef ve* • our ' af£&idn, and we "let him * 
reap r the «• fruits of v his- moderation - 
and of our gratitude i we envy* not his • 
riches j if he has any, they -ire acquired * 
by' greater hardlhfps v than * we are ac- 
cuftofned to, and without 'hirfV we cotild - 
not i p6fiefe our "fields*' ia tranquillity; • 
Blame us not* therefore for oUf luderiefi * 
towards the mighty \ it is perhajterbur* «' 
greateft virtue 5^ «very fuh^edt'of defpd^- 
tifm is 'equally a flave; but it is difficult 
fo* him who fpiitds the greateft part 6f 
his tifnen under- the* ample canopy* -of - 
heaven, who fees' all around - him* free ' 
except himfelf and his > fellow- creature r 
man, who feels- no immediate-benefit from * 
the princes of the earth* and onfy'kntiw^ "** 
hi* dependence on them by their tfcmpo- 

D -6 l> j-aiy y 
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m 

rary oppreffions, h is difficult for that 

being not to conlider the great agd |the 

rich as his enemies : it is ftill more dif- 

ficult.fipr him to difguife th^t feeliogj 

-neither can he conceive the neceflity of 

feigning. It is no mark of illiberal kn- 

timent to neglefl: thofe above us: we 

fee and confefs the wants of this army, 

we fupply them with what we poffeis, 

and ftiould be cruel if we denied them : 

the connexion which their neceflity has 

made them form with us, engages us 

vq live familiarly together ; we communis 

rate to them our ideas, and receive inforr 

•mation from them : our obligations are 

reciprocal, and our. dpfire to pkafe nni? 

iual ; but where none of thefe jnotives 

fubfift, how can you judgp of die eflfcn- 

tial charafter of any individual, or of any 

clafs ofpeqpk? 
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» - 

*AS9ELA« IN CONFRIEME-NT. 

^HE array now arrived in a fpacipus - 

plain furrounded by an amphithear 
tre of bills, where finding excellent jp^i- 
fturage, plentiful .fprings of water,- . ar$ 
a large foreft to fcreen them from the 
heat§ pf the fyn, they formed a results 
camp, diftributed rewards and puniflv- 
ments, and paffed feveral . days in feafts 
and difijpation. The Arabs, who had 
acepmpanied the Egyptians in their un* 
fuccefsful expedition, finding that they 
loitered away much time in a ftate of in- 
action, became weary of expe&atioii, ^n*} 
vnanifflQuJly agreed N to leave their allies 
apd return to their ancient (JefuJtory 
mode of fighting; but before they dev 

parted* 
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parted, they defnanded ia di vifion of. the ^ 
fpoils and prifoners. The Egyptians* be* - 
ing unable to refufe£ after they had fem-r 
ployed -ineffe&ually alLmoaosvof vfoo thing ; 
them to remain a among them, , found i 
themfelves at laft obliged not only: to: * 
give up their beft captives^ but to- en- 
rich the Arabs with the, moft precious 
of their- acquifitbns $ they murmured, 
but they complied. > Stich is the advan- ~ 
tage of the ftrong and adtive« over th& 
weak and indolent. ; 

•Raffelas, in the divifiorr. of prifonerfe; . 
fell to the Aare of the commander of - 
the - Arabs, and- was « efteemed * a valuable 
prize, on account of His youth, his xom- 
manding figure, and- his- fkill in various 
languages: -but it -was- not ■* convenient 
for the chief to carry him immediately to 
Cairo, the- great mart * for captives, as he 

would 
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would have been cmbarraflcd with him 
on his march: he therefore placed him 
with two Haves of approved fidelity * in a. 
ftrong toweg on the fummit of an almoft 
inacceffiUc mountain^ and promifed to 
return for hiiirthe next month. The ftaves 
by turna defcended into the valley to feefc 
provifions for themselves and Rafielas* 
bur, in- compliance with what their mailer 
had exa&ed in proof of their fidelity, for 
fome time never exchanged a word with 
their prifoner. 

Rafielas> notwithstanding his former 
philofophy, daily loft all temper in his pre- 
fent fituation : during his journey thither, 
and after his arrival, he had fliewn fo 
great an impatience of control^ and fo 
much defire of forcing his guard, thac 
he was kept with uncommon ftridrcefs. 
However difegrceable and humiliating 

might 
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nright be the fete which he expe&rid after 
the return of the Arab, he anxiqufly 
counted 'the days allotted for hi$ confine* 
merit : folitude appeared ta-J»iiB the worft 
of evils, - and at- tljc' ^cxpiratio^ ,of . ike 
month, he looked over the Country «fer- 
the arrival of the Arab with an e^ger ex- 
pectation, ieqaal Jto that with which he 
would have waited for die return of a 
friend. F rom the* rifing to tile letting fun* 
he pafled'the dgy at the ■ window pf his 
prifon, and would fcarcely le^ve it to take 
his accuftomed food : for feveral days fol- 
lowing he -remained in the fame ftateof 
arVxitty *, his mind feemed abfbrbefj ; m one- 
idea, and could find no r-efourrCes ift k- 
felf. He endeavoured to fubftifute the 
thoughts of the paft for thofe of the fu- 
ture : it was impqlfible t-fleep flpcl from, 
him by night, md irepofe by day ; he in r 
terrogated the flaves and received no «n- 

fwer : 
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fwer: ^at laft, as they perceived his agi- 
tation to be, violent, and feared it would 
endanger his health, they told him their 
jnafter often came much later than he had 
defigned, fince his return depended on the 
fuccefs of his arms ; that he might poffi- 
bly be feveral months abfent, b,ut that in 
die mean time he hynftlf fhbiald experi- 
ence no other inconveriiency than ] that of 
confinement. 



1 * 
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? CHAP. X, 

THE RESOURCES OF SOLITUDE. 

'T 1 HE prince, far from being comfort- 
ed by the anfwer of the flaves, . was*' 
overwhelmed with affli&ion : he funk; 
hopelefs oft hia mat, the only furniture of 
his prifon, and gave himfelf up to all the 
melancholy of his reflettions. "I am 
now," faid he, "arrived at the evil t 
h&ve always dreaded, and which it ha* 
been my conftant ftudy to avoid— why 
did I take fuch pains to quit die happy. 
Valley, but to emerge from a ftate^ of ob- 
livion and inaftivity ? Why have I en- 
deavoured all my life to improve in vir- 
- tue and knowledge, but with the hopes of 
advancing the good of others and my own- 
g^ory ? To whom now can I communi- 
cate^ 



• 
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cate my thoughts ? Prom whom can I 
gain applaufe or receive information? 
If the Arab fhould fall a fecrifice to his 
avidity, than which nothing is more pro- 
bable, who will be acquainted with my 
retreat? Shall I not be condemned to 
wear out my days in dreadful folitude, 
without any being to alleviate my woes ? 
The guards, who are placed to watch me, 
are not - only unwilling but incapable of 
affording me confolation: I have not 
the refource of converting with the learn- 
ed of former ages, fxnce not a volume 
k to be found within theft walls-the 
power of writing is denied me — I can gain 
no alleviation of my mifery by fetting 
down my thoughts and arranging them 
with reflection — how poor is man when 
divefted of external fuccour 1'* > 
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Nor were thefe the only refle&ions of 
Raffejas: he was anxious for what might 
be tbse fats of Ndkay&h j he recalled to 
mindjj \yith the rnoft bitter • regret, the 
happy moments he had pafled in> $ben- 
ing to the eloquence of Imlac, ^nd/th^ 
fcience of the aftronpmer ; heipften fqared 
that Dmarbas'had fallen a yi&im to his 
courage, and perhaps to his .friendship for 
him. The .image of Z ilia was erern^Hf 
prefent .to hinrj levery ficuation jpfahxih 
he had found himfelf with 'her, ' eyery 
- fmiie y <evcry tear, was frefli iaihis iinagU 
nation : *hc often repeated :tk£ cahverfa* 
tions he i.had held: with iier 5 iand th®ugb 
the remembrance gave himr* iisKSfarefTiblc 
pain, bq feared. the images rihould decay, 
and ftrove to imprint them, morfe ftrohg* 
ly on his memory, lrift: iie ihould lofe the 
only fatisfa&ion that was left him. What 
ga*E him the greateft, uneafinefs, was the 

fear 



fear of bfeiHg <fcrgoften, afid though h4 
felt! tHe im^-cAability that his friend* 
ffrould difcover the place df his retreat; 
fifeiftart- wouM femetirries fcecufe them of 
jiegle®.- i : ; 

** * » 

In thkj ftate of wearinels and affliftlon 
Raflfelafc pafied near a fortnight ; but at 
lengtfe he began l infenfibly toaccufiiom 
hWftf*l£ to his fifcuatiori, and to find 
amufemtent from the .great objefts of na- 
ture whith alone ^ptefented themfelves* to 
his 1 view. An awful tempeft, exhibiting 
the moft noble -contraft of light and darky 
ne&, firft attrafted his attention, arid for i 
fe-w moments made him forget his cares r 
he therefore purfaed this new refourcei 
and ^atehed the various changes of the 
fky with their -effe&s on the chain of 
mountains* that furrounded him. A clear 
moonlight,* which adorned the hemi- 

fphere 
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Sphere fome evenings after, gave him the 
firft fentiment of pleafyre which he had 
experienced fince his eaptiyity.: he d$'i 
fcribed his fenfations in a; fnaaU poem 
which he compofed and addrefled.to Zi- 
lia : the pains he took to repeat and re-~ 
tain it in his memory employed the reft of 
the evening, and he flept that night better 
than he had done fince his imprifonment. 
The following day he compofpd a de- 
fcription of the tempeft, addrefled to Im- 
lac, and refolved,. on the firft occafion, 
that the abfence of the moon fhould re- 
ftore brilliancy to the ftars, to dedicate an 
ode on that fubjeft to the aftronomer. 
At night, as foon as the lunar rays entered 
his chamber, he flew with rapture to the 
window, as to a fituation that recalled to 
him more forcibly the image of Zilia ; he 
made fome changes in the poem addrefT- 
ed to her the former evening, added fome 

defcriptions 
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defcriptions of the profpeft in his view, 
and retired to reft with more than ufual , 
tranquillity. 

Nekayaji was not forgotten in theft 
ideal' compofitions, and from the time of 
his finding this employment, he was lefs 
wearied with expe&ation, and conft- 
quently more content with his prefent 
fituation. He no longer fpent hours at the 
window looking towards the only acceffi- 
ble fide of the mountain, n,of liftened to 
the noife of the wind, in hopes it might 
be the trampling of horfes. He felt ap- 
plaufe in his own mind for this new-ac- 
quired patienee, as for a vi&ory gained 
over himlelf, and the exultation of con- 
scious merit gave new ftrength to -his re- 
folutions. 
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CHAP. XL 



RESIGNATION. 



T> ASSELAS was not only refigned 
to his fate, but began to be per- 
fbaded that his confinement was rather a 
good than ah evil. " How unthinking, 
and how ungrateful is man!" faid he, 
"how could I prefer the thoughts of 
flavery and degradation to the life I am 
now leading 1 % It is true that I am de- 
prived of the amufements of variety, and 
debarred from the reciprocal communi- 
cations of friendfhifi, but I: am equally 
faved from the iflbrtifications fo frequent 
in fotiety, and from the malice of hatred ' 
and envy. If I am incapacitated from 
doing good, I am at leaft prevented 
from committing ill ; it is true I am here 
2 ufelefs 
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ufelefs to my friends, but I have the fatif- 
fadtfon of refle&ing that it was in their 
defence, and in the fervice of my country 
that I loft my liberty.— Nekay ah has fenfe 
and refolution, Ihe can neither want friends 
to aflift her with advice, nor prudence to 
ibllow their counfels. Imlac and the aftro- 
•nomer purfued their path in life long be- 
fore they knew mc : Dinarbas either pe- 
rilhed nobly in the battle, or is engaged 

in the career of glory. Zilia Zilia 

could never have been mine with honour 
to herfel£ and obedience to my father— 
I am faved from the pain of feeing her 
in the arms of another, or of deftroying 
all the happinefs of her life*— Providence 
has certainly enclofed me here as a Ihel- 
ter from guilt, and I receive the benefit; 

with gratitude* 

-1 

" The hermit whom we vifited in his 

E retreat^ 
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retreat, and accompanied back to Cairo, 
was not contented with a voluntary re- 
tirement, and yet I have accuftomed my- 
felf to forced feclufion, even without many 
of the advantages which he enjoyed— 
whence arifes fo ftrange a difference ? 
Perhaps, while the mind has a power of 
wandering, it can never fink into repofe.: 
perhaps, while choice is allowed us, in- 
conftancy will attend our defires : how 
merciful is Heaven in allotting to man 
the part he is to aft in this world ! Did 
-it dcperxl wholly on himfel£ caprice 
would direft his aftions, and remorfe 
would follow them. Refignation fhould 
be the favourite ftudy of the wife, and 
the principal virtue of the brave. 

" How can a man think himfelf alone 
while furrounded with the nobleft works 
of his Creator ? while the planets, the 

liars, 
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flars, and that great luminary, whofe ge- 
neral influence difpenfes light and heat 
to the vaft univerfe, afford a conftant 
field for meditation and thankfulnefs ? 
How can he confider himfelf as friend- 
left and unprote&ed, when the hand of 
God equally fupports the captive in his 
wretched dungeon, and the conqueror at 
the head of his triumphant army ? when 
a moment may change the fate of either 
as his will direfts, and when all their, ef- 
forts, without his immediate afliftance, can 
neither alter or continue their prefent 
fituation ? Uncertain as I am which is 
the moft preferable of the. various con- 
ditions of life, I am yet perfuaded, that if 
there is much difappointment, there is 
likewife much comfort to be found in all. 
I will therefore form no other prayer to 
the Divinity, than to keep me from crime 
and error, and teach me to be wholly 

E % governed 
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governed by his will. Would it not be 
prefumption in a blind man to pretend to 
choofe his path ? All that he can do is 
to endeavour, as for as his ftrengthwill 
permit, to walk upright in that which is 
appointed him by his guide-— and are 
we not all morally blind ? What have 
the greateft fages difcovered but that they 
' knew nothing ?■ And fhall we not yield 
ourfelves without reierve to the dire&ion 
of that Divine Leader, who not only allot? 
for us the path it is moft fit we ftiould 
pnrfue, but - fupports and confoles u* 
amid the dangers and difficulties that 
* fur round it/' 



CHAP. 



It 
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chap, xii; 

- . > 

VBKAYAH INSTRUCTS D BY MISFORTUNE 

TOURING the confinement of Rafle- 
«- las, various events happened in the 
fartr,e& where he had left Nekayah. 

/Attended by Intfacj Nekayah went to 
the apartment of Amalphis : lhe found 
him feated on a fofa writing : lhe was 
aftonifhed at his tranquillity, and advan- 
cing, enquired, with trembling * anxiety, 
after Dinarbas. 

" Lady," returned the venerable war- 
rior, " nay ion is no more— Hq has falleo 
nobly in. the exercife. of his duty $ and 
vhile the funeral honours, that juilly be- 
long to the young hero, are preparing, I 
take this moment to inform the emperoi 

E 3 of 
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of the fuccefs of his arms." -« Is 

fuch then," replied Nekayah," the effe£t 
of philofophy, courage, or refignation ? 
Gan they diveft you of the feelings of 
nature, or teach you to fupport with pa- 
tience a lofs under which the wifeft have 
defpaired, and the braveft have funk ?" 
<f Lady," faid Amalphis, " neither phi* 
lofophy nor reafon could reconcile me 
to the death of my fon : they who would 
cure grief by declamation, or ftifle fenti- 
ment by reafon, know little of the heart 
of man : the more I think, the more I 
am perfuaded of the virtues of Dinarbas : 
the more I refleft, the more muft I re- 
gret his lofs. My hopes are over in this 
world, and happinefs is for ever banilh- ' 
ed from me : all that now remains is to 
do my duty for the poor remnant of my 
life, and then fink into tranquillity or 
rife to glory. Grief does not always fhew 

itfelf 



CONTINUATION OF RASSELAS. 79 

itfelf by tears and exclamations : if there 
is any power in philofophy, it confifts in 
preventing us from giving exterior proofs^ 
of oui* affliftion, but it cannot cure the 
wound inflidted on the heart : employment 
and a&ivity may perhaps have a greater 
effeft, but not in fufferings like mine. 
The only reflection that faves me on the 
very brink of the precipice of defpair, is 
refignation to the will of Heaven ; and 
the only motives, that can make me out- 
wardly conquer my affliction* are my du- 
ty to my lb vereign and my love to Zilia : 
thefe," added Amalphis with a look of 
unutterable forrow, " make me bear life, 
nor trouble others with my complaints ; 
but the anguifti remains in my breaft, 
and time or reflexion will only ferve to 
increafe it." 

The princefc retired abafhed, and pe~ 

E 4, netrated. 
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netrated with the moft poignant grief: 
fhc threw herfelf on her couch, and com- 
manded all her attendants, except Pektiah, 
to withdraw. " How can I ever for- 
give myfelf," faid fhe, v " my dear Pe- 
kuah, for confidering Amalphis as in- 
fenfible ? Is not his the only true philo* 
fophy ? He is miferable, yet he will fup- 
port his own character, and do his duty to 
others — his affli&ion will prey on hit 
health, and perhaps he will fall a vi&im 
to that fentiment of which I fuppofed him 
incapable ! — and what am I ?-— how have 
I treated the hero whom I (hall never 
ceafe to lament ! Pride, where art thou 
now ? — Did L not, from the firft moment 
of my converting with Dinarbas, find in 
him all the noble fire of heroiftp, without 
vanity or rafhnefs ? all the livelinefs of 
wit, and all the depth of knowledge, 
without ill- nature and without pedantry ? 

Was 
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"Was gctf my Srft care to pleafe and intereft 
him, and when I perceived with- jay the 
irapreflkm I hid made, did I not afTume 
die. air of haughty fuperiority and of 
mortify kg ircftfisronce ? And why? — be- 
caufe he treated me with peculiar relpeft— 
becaufe he wore my chains £ made 
them ftill. more heavy, and ufed every 
art to render them Jlafting: ifhehadnot 
hpnoured- me with a regard of which I 
yas unworthy, fhould I not anxioufly have 
fought delight from his eloquence, and 
kftru&ion frpm; his knowledge ! Should 
I no£ haye been ftruck with awe and 
admiration at his yiiiue 1 " «P power, 
kow dangerous . art , thou to all ! How 
little to be trufted in the harids of wo- 
man ! Forgive me> Dinarbas ! my whole 
remaioing life, a life of remorfe, ihall ex- 
piate my fault- 






E 5 A« 
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As Nekayah uttered thefe words* Zi- 
lia entered the apartment: fhe was 
drefled in a long mourning robe* her 
Face was veiled, and fhe was attended 
by her women, habited in the fame man- 
ner. 

* 

" Nekayah," faid Ihe, <c I am going 
to pay the laft lad duties to the remains 
of my brother: the funeral proceflion 
advances towards the final habitation of 
the brave — wilt thou not join me in this 
melancholy moment ? If the dead are 
confcious of what pafies on earth, the 
fpirit of Dtnarbas will rejoice in thy re-" 
ipeft to his memory j for he loved thee* 
O Nekayah! and if thy brother was. 
here, he would pay with tears this ho- 
mage to his friend he would join me 

in my grief ." Nekayah had not 

power to anfwer. She made a fign that 

they 
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they fhould bring her a mourning ha- 
bit * covered herfelf with a thick veil,, 
and without pronouncing a word followed . 
the. fteps of Zilia* 
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C U A P. XIII. 
The funeral of dinarbas* 

t 

*"p H E body of Dinarbas, clothed id 
a rich robe, was carried on a bier 
decorated wkh branches of palm and 
laurel* by fix of the chofen warriors 
whom he had commanded* while the 
reft followed leading their horfes, all 
marching with their arms reverfed, 
to the found . of mournful harmony* 
with Unfeigned affliftion. in their coun- 
tenance. Next to them walked Amal- 
phis, followed by Zilia, Nekayah, and 
their attendants, the procefiion being 
clofed by the remainder of the garrifon, 
Dinarbas had gained the affeftion of all, 
aod by all he was regretted* 

When 
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When they, arrived at the place, of 
burial, which was a fmall valley on the 
banks* of the river, the foldiers fet down 
the bier ; and the garrifoii being formed 
into ranks, on one fide headed by Amal- ' 
phis, while on the other flood the female 
mourners, 'a venerable prieft advanced, 

■ 

and according to the cuftom of Abiflinia, 
placing himfelf near the body, pronoun- 
ced the following oration : 

fC Grieve not, O ye foldiers, compa- 
nions of the hero whofe obfequies we are 
met to celebrate i your lamentations can- 
not recal him to life: weep not, ye love- 
ly mourners, Dinarbas cannot be re- 
ftored by your tears: Attend to the 
praife of his a&iops, and imitate his 
virtues all ye who regret his lofs : be- 
hold the fate of youth, of genius, of 
valour ! Employ the fleeting hours, and 

let 
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let your life, like bis, be glorious, 
your death, like his, triumphant. 



and' 



cc Few have- been thy years, Dinarbas ! 
but well haft thou employed them : the 
burning lands of Lybia, the ftony preci- 
pices of Arabia, the fertile- plains of 
Egypt, have been witneffes of thy glori- 
ous deeds : conqueft fat on thy fword, 
and humanity beamed from thy eyes. Un- , 
wearied by fatigue and hardfhip, uncor— 
rupted by the charms of victory, thy 
mind was adtive as the northern breeze, , 
and thy heart pure as the ftream that, 
flows before thee : fierce as the whirl- 
wind in the day of battle, mild as the 
zephyr in the hour of friendfhip, thou* 
kneweft all the arts of war, and all the 
ornaments of peace ! merciful to thy . 
vanquished enemies, unftiaken in thy* 
refolves, courteous in thy manners, . firn*. 

and. 

s 
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and ardent in the caufe of honour and of 
thy country, thou lcaveft us to lament 
thy lofs, and to follow thy example!— ■ 
yet who (hall imitate thee, O Dinarbas ? 
•where lhall we find the warmth of youth 
united to . the experience of age ? where 
lhall we fee, but in thy comprehenfive- 
mind, the knowledge of die fage who) 
fyas pafled his days in meditation, and' 
that of the foldier whofe years have* 
flowed through the bufy fcenes<of adfcive- 
life ? Warriors ! like him fly the feduc- 
tions of diffipation: Dinarbas, in the 
bloom of youth, endowed with all the- 
warrpth of fancy, was fuperior to their 
enticements : his greateft conquefts were 
over his own paflions : he fubdued them, 
or like vanquiftied enemies made them fub- 
fervieqt to. his great defigns, and direfted 
them with defpotic . fway in the caufe o£ 
virtue and honour^ Superior to every 

obftacle, 
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obftacle, when he had by his laft. a6hoi* 
cnfured his glory aad our freedom, he 
fell iri the arms of vi&ory, and expired 
anaidftr the acclamations of a grateful 
people.-— -Strew his bier with flottCffj/ 
O ye - virgins of Abiffinia ! he has foved- 
you from flavery and difhogour— throw 
palms and laurels around him, O ye war-* 
rjors ! he ted you to conqueft, and he 
}&$ left you the fruits of his triumph-** 
and thou,. AfJialphis I by .whom he was* 
inspired with heroic ardour and god-like 
virtue *; thou whofe precepts and wfoofe 
example he has . fo well obeyed and imi- 
taiEed, (father of our hero, and father o^ 
thy troops Lmay the greatv exploits, mzf 
the exalted virtues of Dinarbascompen- 
- fate to thee die fbortriefe of the term- 
which Heaven has granted ' him t and 
may thefe, thy othex Children, emulate 

equally- 
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equally the valour and the filial affe&ion 
of their beloved warrior I" 

Amalphis could no longer refrain 
from tears; they trickled in abundance 
down his venerable cheeks ; die chiefs of 
the army ran to embrace his knees, and 
the foldiers, whom refpeit detained from 
approaching, filled the air with exclama- 
tions of grief for Dinarbas, and vows of 
fidelity to his father. 

Zilia and Nekayah remained motion- 
lefs in filent lbrrow: the prieft made 
figns for them to, advance and caft flowers 
on the bier : they approached with trem- 
bling knees, and uncertain fteps : the 
tender Zilia fupported herfelf, half faint- 
ing, on her women \ but Nekayah, fum- 
moning all her refolution to pay the laft 
tribute to the memory of Dinar bas y walked 
majeftically to the bier, and looking ftead- 

faftly 
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faftly on the body, as Ihe fcattered rofes 
over it, thought ihe perceived the breaft 
Keave with fome remains of life : dubious 
afid agitated between hope and fear, fhe 
approached ftill nearer, when fhe faw his 
eyes open, and again clbfe from the light 
of day, and fbon after a figh allured her 
he was yet alive. cc No longer mourn, 
but aflift your hero," cried Nekayah, 
wild with joy* and yet trembling with 
" apprehenfion ; " bring fpeedy fuccomy 
and he may ftill be preferred to his 
friends and country — he yet breathes-* 
— O hafte to fave him !" 

The rapture and confufion were uni- 
verfal. Amalphis thought that the ima- 
gination of Nekayah, affrighted at the 
mournful folemnity, had flattered her dif- 
turbed ienfes with a momentary delufion : 
the moft (kilful phyficians, the whole gar- 

rifon* 
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rifon, had pronounced him dead. Amal- 
phis raifed his eyes to Heaven—" Defend 
me, all-gracious Power!" cried the ve- 
nerable warrior, "defend me from this 
dazzling ray of fallacious hope, fave me 
from falling (till deeper into the abyfs of 
mifery." 



CHAP. 



A 



1 
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CHAP. XIV. 

EMBARRASSMENT OF KEKAYAH. 

t 

TX Y tlie care^of thofe around him, DU 
narbas was reftored to life : he turn-* 
cd his eyes with aftonifhment on Nc- 
kayah, Zilia, and his father. Amalphis 
could no longer doubt; he poured forth 
his grateful thanks to Heaven with all 
the feelings of a father, and ordered his 
fon to be carried back to his apartment 
in the fortrefs, where, in a few days, 
his wounds were proved not to b« 
mortaL 

Nekayah was in the mean time great- 
ly embarrafled with her own reflexions ; 

j 

fhe was fenfible that as foon as Dinarbas 
was recovered he would renew his vifit* 

to 
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to her: the^ fbppofed obligation of her 
reftoriiig him to life would be a ftrong 
claim upon his gratitude, ' and he could 
therefore no longer avoid her company 
even if he wifhed it: his diftant refpeft 
muft change into tender acknowledge 
meats, and fhe could not truft her heart 
with receiving them. She now wanted 
counfel, and -knew npt where to feefc it* 
Raflelas, in whom (he had the hi^heft 
confidence, was abfent: Pekuah wis too 
fubmiflively attached to her raiftrefs to 
have any other opinion than hers : Im~ 
lac fhe fuipe&ed of the fame complai- 
fance, and the aftfonoraer was too un- 
knowing in the ways of the world to af- 
ford her any. afiifbmce* Amalphis and 
Zilia were the laft perfons to whom fhe 
could have applied, even if they . had 
been acquainted with her iituation, which 
fhe did not choofe to difclofe to them. 

In 
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In this perplexity of doubt, her mind 
often refted on the idea of Dinarbas. 
cc Did not my fentiments too nearly re- 
gard himfelf," thought Nekayah, "how 
excellent a friend might I have found in 
him ! one in whom my confidence would 
have been fecurely placed, and whofe 
judgment and fincerity would have di- 
rected me in the paths of honour and 
of prudence !" 

Such were the anxieties of Nekayah, 
and fhe fobn had reafon to perceive they 
were not groundlefs. 

Dinarbas recovered his health, and 
his firft care was to vifit her. Zilia had 
informed him of the grief which the 
princefs had felt for his lofs, and the rc- 
fpedt fhe had paid to his memory. His 
father had related to him the circum- 
ftances of his being- reftored to life by 

N ekay ah , 
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Nekayah, and the joy that had appeared 
in her countenance. She had indeed fore- 
feen that all this would happen ; but (hie 
could not have folicited a concealment 
of her fentiments without giving a fuf- 
picion of their nature. 

When fhe perceived Dinarbas enter the 
apartment, fhe endeavoured to hide her 
_ agitation, and turned the difcourfe on 
the univerfal joy of the garrifbn at his 
recovery, and particularly on the feel- 
ings of his father and Zilia : fhe fmilingly 
mentioned the praifes which had been be* 
flowed on him at. his funeral, and congra- 
tulated the young warrior on the rare ad- 
vantage of being informed of them : fhe 
then changed the fubjeft, talked of her bro- 
ther, and of the fruitlefs enquiries made by 
Amalphis after the Egyptian army. But 
Dinarbas was not fatisfied with the appa- 
rent 
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rent cafe with which fhe fpoke of cir- 
cumftances that, by the account of Zilia, 
had fo deeply affetted her. . 

"Nekayah," faid he, u do not expe& 
me to thank you for reftoting me to 
life ; my death would have been happy : 
I had done my duty, and my father and 
fellow foldiers approved my actions : my 
filler had ihown her regard for my me- 
mory} and I am told, that even Ne- 
kayah (hed fome tears over me-— Had 1 
been fenfible of fo unexpected and fo 
bleft an event, I could have defired no 
more. I am now reftored to life and to 
your indifference; yet, Nekayah, you 
are- miftaken in Dinarbas, if you fuppofe 
him capable of paffing the * bounds of 
that refpeft which he owes you : his 
conduit might have aflured you of his 
efforts to fubdue a paffion, of which he 

is 



CONTLNUATION OF RASSELAS. 97 

is no longer matter, and for which you 
ought rather to pity than to blame him." 

" Dinarbas !" anfwered " the princefs, 
u I will be fincere with you ; I own my 
fault in not having fooner been fa: hear 
me, and learn the reafons of my conduct ; 
but firft let me intrcat your promife 
never, till you fee my brother, to dif- 
clofe the fecret with which I am going to 
entruft you." 

Dinarbas promifed all {he defired, and 
Nekayah continued, c< I am daughter to 
the emperor of Abiflinia, and Raffelas is 
his fourth fon : curiofity after new fcenes, 
and difguft of ina&ion, firft induced" us 
to leave the valley ; you know the reft ; 
—judge whether I ought to. hear you* 
judge, when I further confefs, that I hear 
you with pleafure." 

F Dinarbas 



• 
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Dinarbas was lefs furprifed at the dif- 
coyery of the rank of Nekay ah, than de«> 
lighted with her avowal of An attach- 
ment, which he could fcarcely have 
hoped for ; he was about to thank her 
with ail the raptures of happy love, when 
the princef* ftopped him. 

<€ Dinarbas/' faid (he, <f the difcovery 
1 haye made to you is not to authorife 
your weaknefs or mine: die confidence 
I have pfcaced in you, proves my opinion 
of your prudence, and my conviftion of 
your honour. Pkafed with.the charms of 
your fociety, fecure in your refpeft, and 
confcious of my own principles, I fhouid 
perhaps have remained a kng time in 
the delightful Jllufion, wit&out thinking 
of the uneafinefs I was preparing for 
myielf and for you : but, I had no right 
to leave you in error, and your conduct 

has 



I* 
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has deferved that I flioiild explain my- 
felf :• after this explanation, I fly to you 
for counfel and fupport: aflift me in 
clearing the mift which obfeures our 
reafon. It is true I confider as a preju- 
dice the difference of our birth - 9 but it is 
a prejudice eftablifhed by the univerfal 
cuftom of ages, and consequently ought 
to be relpeded by all who regard their 
fame: virtue is wholly in our own 
power, but fame depends on the breath 
of the multitude, and the multitude is 
governed by prejudice." 
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€ H A P. XV. 

DINARBAS JUSTIFIES THE CONFIDENCE. 

OF THE PRINCESS. 

T>INARBAS, aftonilhed and diftrefled 
at the difcourfe of Nekayah, re- 
mained for fome time filent-; at length 
recovering himfelf, " Princefs/* faid he, 
f< I will not a(k your pardon for invo- 
luntary error : I thank you for the confi- 
dence you have repofed in me : you will 
foon judge whether I deferve it : only re- 
member that though we may be mafters 
of our a&ionsj we cannot command our 
fentiments: mine will never alter; but 
your fincerity has found the only 
means of impofing on them an eternal 

filence." 

Having 



1. 1 
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» 

• Having fo faid, he left abruptly the 
apartment, Nekayah arofe, went to the 
window, and raifirig her eyes to heaven, 
n All-feeing Power !" faid fhe, " fupport 
me ia this hour of trial, this hour in which 
Nekayah has refigned all the happinefs 
of her life: I feel the whole weight of 
the lacrifice > I find I was not deceived 
in Dinarbas." 

* » 

A fhort time sifter, Amalphis entered: 
u Lady," faid he, " my fon is rcfolved 
to feek his friend : the captivity of your 
brother will not permit him to continue 
longer in a repofe which he thinks de- 
grading to his honour, and injurious to 
his friendfhip. I approve his intention, 
but not the defire of its immediate execu- 
tion: his wounds are recent, his health 
not yet re-eftabli(hed -, join your en- 
treaties to mine, and he will perhaps 

F 3 delay 
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delay for a few days his departure : my 
counfels, nay my commands have been 
fruitlefs." Zilia, who at this inftant en- 
tered the apartment, made the fame re- 
queft to Nekayah with tears in her eyfes. 
The princefs was more embarrafled than 
ever, yet could find no reafon to refufe 
fo juft a prayers flie fent for Dinarbas, 
and, before his father and Ziiia, thank- 
ed him for his generous refolution ; but 
requefted that he would defer to put it in 
execution tiB his heakh fliould be per- 
fectly reftored. 

From this moment, fhe ftudioufly 
avoided all occafions of meeting Dinar- 
bas, except in company with Pekuah, 
Imlac, and the aftrbnomer, whofe live- 
ly and inftruftive converfatiori ahvays 
found new fubjefts, and prevented the 
fatal vacuity which Nekayah dreaded; 

yet 
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yet could not all her endeavours (top, the 
increafing ill : the conftraint, which both 
the princefs and Dinarbas impofed on 
themfelves, ferved only to augment their 
mutual efteem, and confequently defeat- 
ed their intentions. 

Imlac, without penetrating the caufe 
of an uneafinefs which he had long per- 
ceived in the princefs, imagined the ac- 
tivity of her mkid wanted new fubje&s j 
and that fetigued with always feeing the 
fame things* and purfuing the fame 
topics, fhe was weary of her Titration, 
and of all that farrounded her. He there- 
fore endeavoured to find out forti^ no- 
velty that might fix her attention *, : and 
having been himfelf greatly delighted with 
the converfation of the prieft who had 
pronounced the funeral oration of Di- 
narbas ; he entreated leave of tfee prin- 

F 4 cefi 
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cefs to introduce him to her. Nekayah 
gladly accepted the propolal: his dif- 
courfc on that memorable day was 
deeply engraved on her mind, and fhe 
had often wifhed for an opportunity of 
converfing with him. 

Elphenor was furprifed at the pro- 
pofal of Imlac. " Immerfed as I have 
been for more than forty years," faid 
he, " in the ftudies neceflary to my 
profeffion, what entertainment can my 
converfation afford to youth and beau- 
ty > gaiety and wit? Your lady will 
behold in me a man, who has given 
up all connexions in this world, except 
with . thofe individuals whofe miferies 
lead them to apply to me for affift- 
ance. I have heen long difufed to 
the fociety of the fortunate : however, 
I will neither refufe. the felicitations of 

kindnefs* 
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kindncfsj nor the requeft of curiofity: 
I will accompany you whenever you 

command me. M 



I 
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CHAP. XVI. 

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF 
THE SACERDOTAL STATION. 

HpHE princefs,. Fekuah and the aftro- 
nomer r were waiting with impa- 
tience for the arrival of Imtac with the 
prieft: at their entrance, the princefs 
rofe and refpe&folly faluted Elphenor: 
he returned her courtefy with a modeft, 
but not fervHe humility * and the con- 
vention foon became general: it turn- 
ed on the happy event which had reftored 
Dinarbas to his fiends ; and the prin- 
cefs took occafion to' beftow the warmeft 
praifes oh the oration pronounced .by 
Elphenor. " Lady," anfwercd he, « what- 
ever impreilion my words may have 
made on the affembly, you are not to 

attribute 
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attribute it to the powets of ete^ueiwre. 
I will not, by a falfe delicacy, deny that 
I have been fometimes flattered with ex- 
citing the applaufes of my .auditors,, and 

m 

that I have pafled days and nights in 
ftudyi^g to <fcferve them \ but m& 'late 
theme was of itfelf fbfficient to imcrefl: 
thofe who heard me, and the hearts *£ <afl 
the afiembly felt mpre than the moft 
ftudied difcourfe could infpiro. If they 
approved of my words, it was becaufe 
they perceived my feelings were .conge- 
nial with their own ; in courts and in 
great cities, the flowers of eloquence 
may be employed, with fuccefcful deduc- 
tion, to perfuade the multitude into an 
admiration ef the imaginary virtues and 
the negatory exploits of thofe whom we 
are ^ommanSed to celebrate : tfie veil of 
dignity which 'conceals them from the 
people, the '.uncertainty of opinions 

F 6 which 
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which difguifes them amongft their equajs r 
favour the deception, and hide the falfrty 
of the orator. But in a place like^this^ 
where every one had been witnels of the 
life, and could almoft dive into the heart 
of hitn whom I undertook to proppfe as 
a model for* their imitation, ornament 
would have been vain, and deceit ufe- 
lefs; befides, I have long fince given 
up the honours of elocution ; and all my 
prefent aim is, as far as mortal frailty 
will admit, to pay due homage to truths 
and to feize every opportunity of con<- 
veying inftru&ion and confolation t$ 
thofe committed to my care. 1 ' 

" This is the noUeft of all aims," re- 
plied the princefs, " and the only one 
really worthy of the good and the en- 
lightened : your occupations, venerable 
Elphenor i are £0 far, above the common 

purfuita 
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purfuits of mankind, that we cannot bur 
confider you in a ftate infinitely fuperfer 
to the reft of the inhabitants of t this 
globe. What other profefiiorv confederates 
itfelf wholly to the fervice of the Divi- 
nity, and to the comfort of our fellow 
creatures ?'* 






My profeffion," anfwered the fage; 
is certainly deferving of reverence and 
prote&ion ; but where is the ftate of life 
in which a man cannot meditate on the 
power and goodnefs of the Deity ? irt 
which he cannot affift and inftruft other 
human beings ? It is true, we are pecir-i 
liarly fet apart for thefe duties; but do 
we always perform them ?• If we do nor, 
how far more guilty are we than the reft 
of mortals, who have other employ- 
ments, other avocations to divert their 
attention ? SenfiWe of the awful chargfe 

committed 
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committed to our care, how poignant 
muft be our remorfe, if we have omit* 
ted the means -of guiding our <Iifc*ples, 
if we have led them aftray try falfe 
maxims or 4*ad example*- 






Here Elphenor made a fho&t paufe* 
but foon added, wfth unufual warmth, 
■ « <c And where is the haftru6bor wha 
has nothing of this kind with which 
to rfeproach hirrrfelf ? Yet 'let me add, 
whatever may be the faults, whatever 
the negligence of the members of our 
order, we are often too feverely ^JuriiJhed 
by the ftri&ures of the world : the 
fmalleft error in our condu£fc, the fmall- 
eft weaknefe in our nature is harfhly 
condemned, or cruelly ridiculed by the 
multitude, whofe eyes, ever open to the 
failings of their fellow creatures* are 
particularly intent on ours. We often de- 

ferve 



I 
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ferve blame, I c6rifefc, and mankind has 
the fame right to denfure us, as the other 
inhabitants of the globes but at leaft let 
their xfcnfore fee equally diftributed, and 
Jet not a larger (hare than we «leferve 
faH on our heady. Let them confider, 
that however our thoughts are raifed to* 
heaven, our origin is the fame as theirs * 
that we have the fame inclinations, the 
lime paffions as themfelves % and whether 
the habits and reftrftkits of the clerical 
life give us greater mekns of refitting- 
them or not, is to me uncertain : either 
therefore the whole world is unjuft, or 
our profeffion : has no advantages, fupe- 
riorto thdfe-of othermen." 

" You have at lead," faid Imlac, « the 
advantage of being and having been in 
tveiy age, and in every narion, the clafs 
5©f men to whom every one has applied for 

counfel, 
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counfel, and whom the greater number 
have obeyed without hesitation* You 
enjoy the raoft flattering of all diftinc- 
tions, that of refped ; and you exercife 
the moft powerful of all jurifdiftions, 
for your empire is exercifed over the 
mind; your influence has been equally 
felt in the great revolutions of kingdoms, 
and in the management of domeftic con- 
cerns. While you enjoy thefe diftinguilb- 
ed prerogatives, can you wonder that 
envy ihould attack you, or that man- 
kind, naturally impatient of fubje&ion, 
fliould take the firft opportunity of eman- 
cipating itfelf frona th^t refpedl, to which 
it fubmits with pain, becaufe enjoined, as 
a. duty," 



€C 



Thefe very 'prerogatives," anfwec- 
€d Elphenor, "are the greateft enemies 

x tl#t 
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that we have to fear: dazzled with the 
fpecious titles lavifhed on us by the 
world, convinced of the real advantages 
to be reaped from power and influ* 
ence, pride has taken poffeflion of ft> 
many individuals among us, that cen- 
fure has often called it the diftin&ive 
charafter of our order; and as fim- 
plicity and truth have only power to 
govern rational minds, many of us 
who have aimed at univerfal domi- 
nion, have thought it neceffary to em- 
ploy other means, to catch the greater 
number. We have had recourfe to the 
afliftance of pomp and luxury to com- 
mand the refpedt of the vain, and 
have armed ourfelves with all the ter- 
rors of fuperftition to fubdue the ig- 
norant, the fearful x and the weak* 
Such have been the errors into which 

ambition 
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ambition has led us, errors more hurtful 
to mankind, than all the deftru&ion 
which has followed the fword of 'the 
General, or the projects of the Statef- 
man," 
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CHAP. XVII. 

» 

DANGER OF FANATICISM. 

■J^EKAYAH, delighted with the can- 
dour of Elphehor> told him that 
flie wa$ aflured he had no reafon to re- 
proach hirhfelf with the ills mankind had 
fuffered by meto of his ordef \ md that 
flic doubted Jftot but rriariy tftshers, though 
they might not have attained to tile 
height of beneficence and exemplary 
conduft which diftinguifhed him, ytt 
had, to the beft of their knowledge fbk 
filled the duty of their ftation. 

cc Indeed, Lady," anfwered thfe fage, 
** I have known rinarfy to whom I have 
locked tip wfth reverence, many who 
have fubdued their paffions with heroifm, 

and 
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and who have devoted themfelves entire- 
ly to their fun&ions ; I have feen amonglt 
my brethren fome examples of uncom- 
mon fortitude, fome who in times of 
that moft dreadful fcourge of human na- 
ture, general peftilence, have fteadfaftiy 
remained with their difciples to encou- 
rage and confole them, when univerfal 
, terror had broken even the ties of blood, 
and when the fear of death alone reigned 
with defpotic fway. I have known others 
who, firm in the caufe of religion, have 
fecrificed their life to their belief: but 
here much diftinttion is to be made: 
ebftinately attached to his opinion,, a 
plan often roiftakes hypothefis for truth : 
and will often go as far in its defence. 
Every religion has had its martyrs, 
whofe deaths frequently infpire us with 
lefs admiration of their conftancy, than 

abhorrence 
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abhorrence of the cruelty of their intole- 
rant perfecutors." 

c< Sir," faid the aftronomer, €< your 
difcourfe convinces me not only of your 
fincerity, but of your judgment : I am 
therefore perfuaded you will forgive me, 
it I afk you whether your piety is not 
often (hocked, and your underftanding 
difguftcd, at finding yourfelf obliged by 
the laws of Abifllnia, not only to praftife, 
but to enjoin to others, fome ceremo- 
nies which you cannot approve. Are 
you not grieved to find, that many of 
the more enlightened part of your dif- 
ciples doubt of the mod eflential truths 
of our religion, on account of the ac- 
ceflbry circumftances invented by man? 
and to fee that the lower clafs of thofc 
committed to your care, embrace equal- 
ly the pra&ices of exalted piety and of 

fenfelefs 
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fenfelcfs fanaticifm, while with affe&ing, 
though miftaken zeal, they follow blindly 
every error into which cuftom compels 
you to lead them ?*' 

" That I have felt all the fentirnents 
you i>ow defcribe," replied EJphenor, 
<c you will fcarcely believe, when you 
fee me -purfue the practices which you 
fo juftly difapprove ; yet nothing is more 
true. I venerate the unfullied purity of 
religion, and lament that it fhould be 
encompafled with the veil of fuperili- 
tion ; but fome ceremonies are neceflary, 
and they who have endeavoured to diveft 
it totally of fuch, have found that reve- 
rence ha$ been laid afide, and relpeft 
forgotten, w&le fanaticifm has taken 
the fanje hojd q{ the ignorant, though 
it has aflumed a different form. Er- 
ror is natural to map: the wayward 

mind 
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mind will ever fubftitute fuperftition for 
devotion, and fophiftry for philofcphy. 
Where can you fee this more exemplified 
than in the fcience which you have made 
your particular ftudy ? During how many 
ages has not the ftrangeft of all errors, 
judicial aftrology, prevailed over the 
fenfes of man, while the demonstrations 
of aftronomical truth have been neglect- 
ed ? With refpeft to thofe, whom you 
call the more enlightened part of my 
hearers, who condemn the whole of reli- 
gion becaufe fome accefibry circumftan- 
ces are faulty, they have likewife their 
incomprehenfible tenets and their parti- 
cular fanaticifm; and it has been jully 
remarked, that none is more credulpus 
than the unbeliever. ** 

"Alas!" rejoined Nekayah, "who 
would madly give up the only confola*- 

tion 
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c 



tiQn in the time of affli&ion, the only 
refuge for grief, the only calmer of in- 
quietude ? Without the aiding power of 
religion,' we fhould be abandoned to de- 
fpair — what other means could we find 
tp conquer thofe fentiments and fubduc 
thofe affii&ions which give way only to 
the prevalence of devotion." 



« 

« 



It is certain," anfwered the fage, 
religion is the univerfal and the only 
true confoler j yet I muft add, that from 
this maxim, true as it is, often fprings a 
moll fatal error : the mind* weakened by 
affii&ion, falls more eafily a viftim to 
the baneful influence of fanaticifm , and 
when once it has begun to wander ii* 
the gloomy manfions of that deftru&ive 
phantom, its energy is wholly loft, and 
it is conducted by its haughty ruler amid ' 
the mazes of deception, till it lofcs not 

.only 



I 
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only the hopc y but evsfc the 4efke of ro* , 
tunitng happin9fs; ,> . , ! 

" My fituation has* often 1 afforded me . 
examples of this, truth ; and I -have, been 
fo much convinced of the dagger, tjiat^ 
whenever the affli&ed apply to rne, after 
I have exhorted them to hope in the be- 
neficence of that Being, who can raife the 
humble from the duft, calm every dis- 
cordant pafiion, and reftore peace and 
tranquillity to the bofom lacerated by 
•difappointed ambition or hopelefs love, 
I always counfel them to avoid medita- 
tion, to fly from folitude, as the moft 
pernicious of evils, and feek in employ- 
ment a refuge from morbid care." 

u The greateft of all mental affii£Hons, 
the confcioufnefs of guilt, may be leffened 
by deprecating, the wrath of offended 
Heaven, and by the exercife of aftive 

*? a h i O virtue* 
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virtue; but Co fubftkute indolent fana- 
ticifm for criminal puriuits, is only ex- : 
changing r oq£ pafiion for another, . and 
Iqfing thofe , precious moments which a 
merciful Deity has granted for expiatory 
rcpfeqtaiice." 



C HA F. 
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CHAP. XVffl. 

TROUBLES IN ABISSINIA. 

• « 

J^FEKAYAH was ftruck with the *&»\ : 

vice of Elphenor, and' felt die ne- 
ceffity of excrcifmg the virtues he rccbrtw 
mended. 

The time now approached which had 
been fixed for the departure of Dinarbas,' 
and every motive engaged him to hafteti 
it: he fele&ed only a few horfemeh to 
accompany him, that he might not leavtf 
the fortfefs unprovided in cafe of a fe- 
cond attack, and,' to the regret of the 
whole garrifon, fet forward on an expe- 
dition of which the fuccefs was uncer- 
tain. 

G 2 The 
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The firft days of his abfence were fpent 
by, the princefs in refle&ions on her con- 
do6t; and thefe reflections being na- 
turally confolatory, fhe applauded her 
s, arid hoped that returning tran- 
qiritfij^w^ld ibon be the reward of the * 
faprifitce which- fhe had made: but after 
fome time paffed in thefe thoughts, 
which were only interrupted by the 
ufual occurrences of fociety, fhe felt 
evefy hour increafing wearinefs. Un-' 
willing to fuppofe her victory incorn- 
pjete, fhe attributed her anxiety and 
reftleHhefi to the uncertainty of her fate, 
to the fituation of her brother, to. a 
thoufand caufes. none of which hadoc** 
curred to her a few days before. One 
' morn^ngj as fhe was . immerfed in thefe v 
' contemplations, Pekuah entered, and in- 
formed her that the meflenger, difpatch- . 
ed to the court of Abiffinia, was returned, 

and 
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. . ♦ 

and defired admittance. The princefs 

was alarmed at this intelligence : for 

how could fhe quit the fortrefs and re- 

-1 » ' « 

turn to the happy valley, without her 
brother ? . ' 

The meflenger, after he had proftrated 
himfelf before Nekayah, 1 delivered to her 
letters diredted to the prince, wfiich ftie 
received and placed befide her on the 
fofa : he then, by her command, related, 
that being arrived at Gonthar, the capital 
of Abifljnia, he had found ' an, iiniveffal 
confufioh Ipread over the city. €C The 
(econd ancl v third fons," faid he, (C of your 
glorious father, Sarza and Menas, have 
rebelled againft him, and the venerable 
monarch is ajmoft a prifoner in his 
court: thefe princes, with whofe ambi- 
tious charafters you are not unacquainted, 
found means to efcape from the happy 

G 3 valley 
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valley by .the fame paffage which prince 
Raflelas had made : they have railed 3. 
confiderable army, and are already ma- 
fters of the fertile province of Amhara. 
The emperor, on hearing of their 

, revolt, took arms with celerity and 
pnarched againft ihern, having firft obli- 
ged his eldeft ion Zengis to accompany 
hun and head the cavalry j but this un- 
fortunate prince being lately killed in 
a fkirmifh with fome of the tnfur~ 
gents, grief arid defpair h*ve taken 
ppffeffion of the heart of the em- 
peror* who. has returned tp . Jiis capital 
furroqnded by his bed troops, leaving 
the reft under the command of his ge- 

v nerals in the field." 

* * When he received the fetter of prince 

RaJTelas, he* burft into t^ars, and faid— 

; " I pardon hiqni for leaving the happy 

valley, 
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V»He^ though* h** he o«-.*ii*e£«J hitfi- 
- felf of hjs obedience *» hw fovertigft Ad 
father, S arza and Menas would ncV^r have 
dated to attempt an efeft^e fapfcrifrr to dftir 
courage and to their : gerattcatioji. GO to 
Raffelasi command hitt^&ittame to rtie 
. immediately and expiate his faOlt. by the 
defence of his father : let Nekayah >sp- 
main where Ihe now is $ but recommend 
to them both a total filence on their 
rank, as neceffary in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, left Raflelas Ihould be in- 
tercepted by his rebellious brothers. My 
further inftru&ions to him, and the or- 
der for die governor of the fortrefs to 
fet him at liberty, (hall be delivered to 
thee before thy departure/' u Thefe are 
the papers, lady ! and the commands 
» of our fovereign : I am not furpfifed at 
the aftonifliment which I perceive -*ia 
your looks: the rebellion of the prince* 

G 4 has 
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haal been fudden, and U <oadti£e4 wkh 
ftjch art as to prevent all communica- 
tion between the capital and die fron- 
tiers: I had the utmoft. difficulty to 
efcttpc their guards ; but I 'will not trou- 
ble you with a recital of the various dif- 
guifcs I have employed to elude their 
mgtlance." 
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CHAP. 2 IX. 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, 

'TpHE princefs felt deeply the affliction 
of her father, and the misfortunes 
of the date : fhe reflefted ferioufly on 
the {hare fhe had in' caufing them, and 
larriented her total inability of being ufe- 
ful to the emperor : fhe found herfelf 
deftitute of all affiftance : Raflelas was 
abfent, and in a fituation that made it' 
impoffible to eftimate the time of his 
return : Dinarbas was, in compliance 
with her wifhes, departed in fearch oi* 
htfn j arid Ihe was deprived of the' pre- 
fentaidof that young warrior, without 
knowing whether he might fucceed in 
finding the prince : ihe was equally per* 
ptexetl'to know what directions ought 

G 5 to 
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to be given to Amalphis in the prcfent 
emergency. . Pekuah conjured her ta 
open the packet addreffed tp Raffelas; 
but fhe firmly refufed. c< My dear Pe- 
kuah/' faid tljie princefc, €€ an a&ioq which i 
initfetf is blameable can never be jufti- 
fied by the lawfulnefs of the motive : tp A 
open a letter addreffed to . another, is a 
breach of confidence, which political rea- ) 
foos may authorize,, but which honour - 
and. delicacy muft ever rejeft.* I.knpw * 
not what orders the emperor may Jiavto * 
gixw to Raflelas: I know his' com- :t 
IX13R& to me, and wall obey them. 94 *- «1 






Xbe prince^ than ordered. the meflen- »*1 
gefrto repair to Amalphiv and inform' * 
hino^of the rebellion, aadofeveiy thing that i- - 
hp jro permitted to tell $ of her *p$$$tkm » ^ 
cf renaming, wi^h Zilia, to be in fafety J 
from the tenors jfrwar, a^rf.{ta*pta- .» 



* « »* v 



mstMi vfapsm on Rkffifety lift fevi- 
r^?gn, to fly to his amftance. 



•. <«■ 



Atria^His fbfeh received from va 
perlon*- «h8'fjmc ilitelhgencVof the. flame? 
which had made fach*a$d- ^rogrefif 1 \& 
AbifTinia. Precautions may be obferved, 
aft* tkpces&'for a'fhort time by a hu- 
riieroJis > 'aHiiy ; Ait tfiafc Will 'hot' rttftafflf 
a- feet«ft - *hkh : mady skit ' ehjoine* is^ 
keef>, an& taany^ntereffed to-; (fivulge'.k 
Not Kavlhfe ! received any Jnfthlftio^' 
fiftw tfce em^ero*, he -was 1 unceriafii^ 
ho^to'acTVforde^C'p^et'wffl tf 
e?& tie leWed agaihft i&^ommithds*^ 
he" *&• *Re%&? : iifci^ptfoxftd^ 
bodjPof the enemyV troop* h#^eut!o# , 
aH 'commuhkatibrt with the capital: th£' 
fortrdfi w«ch' he edmmaikie^'tdW riof » 
ms*b 'ft'ftfBCknl detafc again* • c the^aP.i- i 

- <b/-.. * G 6 attack 



attack ky ^ad the Egyptians tnight inveft - 
it during his abfence,;if he attempted to 
itiaich to the afliftance of the emperor. 
Duty an4rpru<%nce b^h determined ^m 

*>?!& f^do^^ PP^ teW wait jther 

W*& <£Am#kk a fl& ^9$Jed **t 
TO^t of conduct of the,;royfl *rmy^ fqo*« 

tipn o/. lf «;ti ) viflg ^n embafly v ,^nt by $«-> 
ngff-J ]*# : «f • Cpiro, to, make e*cqfe* t^ rt 
im } guvnor fyr,, the hoftijities. <QOp)mjt-H 

'**x* <• *> tious 
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tious Bafia, and appointed another, 
who was directed to make reparation* 
for the injuries, to**reftore the pri-* 
foners, and chaftifq , the . , deligqusat^ 
The envoy informed ^pnalphis, that, a? 
large body of Turkifh horfe had been* 
ftnt to* enforce the orders of the fultan 
agairift the,* Egyptians and Arabs, who 
had fa* mfhly / enliftbd. themfetves urt&p.* 
the ftaodard of the face Baffa. < Amajphi** 
inforoted him what prifbners had beer* 1 
made in his diftrift, -and particularly 
mentioned Rafielas as having been 'tigkeft* 
iatbe&Uy. '. , . . ,. ' ... *.. f i<;. : <,l 

; The envoy, pjoipifed that the molt'di- ' 
ligent enquiries Ihould be made; apd' 
Amalphisy Nekayah, arid 1 Zilia conqeiv-- 
ed the warmeft hopesof the Approaching ' 
liberty of Raffelas. 



* * - ' -« . * •« , < . ... 

.CHAP* 
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CHAP. XX. 

• « » » 

TM PRINCE CfVES PROOF OF KtAL 

• * • 

COURAGE. 



.* i 



> 



J^ ASS Eli AS had been noar federal- 

months in confinement, and, from , 
cQCfiparmg, in his jnihd the various candid ' . 
tions of life, aftd cakulatthgiChe peftrarccs ' 
of refign^on and philolbphyi he ttadrca- 
fon^d himfelf into a Hate of tranquillity 
nearly jrefecobliiig content. The (laves wha 
laved him had again relapied . into the 
obftinate filence which they had been en- 
joined by their maffer; knot Rafiplas at 
lqngth perceived an uneafinefs, and ercn 
a. terror in their looks, of which he inf\ 
vaia enquired thb cswfc* 



One 



1 
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One day he was furprifed to find that 
at the ufuaj hoiff of repaft po nourilh- 

***** • '(. 

ment was brought him, and felt great . 
iuiea(inej&. when, night chrew near s*nd xvx 
one appe^ed: l^e lifteped, bijt could not, 
hear the apcuftpiped found of the voices^ 
of the flaves: no light was reflefted oth 
the ground from the narrow window of* 
their chamber, which was under his own ; . 
he;:called to them, but received no an-.* 
fwer : at length he thought he heard the , ' 

* * * » " • ■ 

juufe of* footfteps : he repeated his call, 
^h^n the .flave, whpjfe conppajjuon h^d hot* '* 
returned that day with th$ ufuaj pr^vifi,- 
ofjs r from th^ vaUpy, and' who. was^ gq^e,' ' 
out to feek hinj, again entered the tower, , 
but beings a|qn^ wou# t not enter the - 
chamber of Raflelas, left his prifoher 
flioi4d attempt J the; recovery of hi* tibc/- 
tjr, The prince pagedjtfce night , wifhojjfc ,, 

flee|>, and, at break, of %, BPWe# A* 

flave 
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flave departing from the tower : in vain 
did he call to him, the flave only haften- 
ed his pace towards the valley. Railelas 
compcfed himferf with the idea that he 
was probably gone to feek provifions, 
and that the negligence of the other flave, 
ill not returning the day before, had been 
the caufe of his remaining that day with- 
out food; but this day, like the former, 
being fpent in vain expe&ation, the folici- 
tude of the prince was now changed. into 
apprehenfion of the moft horrid of deaths. 
All was filent and defolate around hkn ; 
darknefs came on without the. confoling 
ptofpeft of reft, and the laft dreadfol 
hour of fete feemed to draw near without 
the hopes of relief or the balm of pity. 

* -Raffelas had faced death with intrepi- 
dity in the rage of* battle, but its prefent l 
filent and Cold approaches were far diffe- 
. -\ rent: 
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rent: a greater, fhare of courage was here 
neccflary to fubdue, unaided by the voice 
of glory, the horrors of diffolution, and a 
more exalted refignation muft inipire him, 
tb abandon every tie that can endear ex- 
istence, witfiout giving the bft counfels, 
: and without taking the laft farewell. 



( . 



Yet had the prince fortitude fufficient 
_ to* feQgft h^fctf to the will pf .Heavea, 
and to await, without impatience* thfc dofe 
. of this fcene of folitjiry wo. . . . ; », 

Sleep, which flies from agitation, may 
yet naturally follow refignation/ Raffeias 
had pafled fome time in the calm of ob- 
livion, when an yUnufual noife awakened 
him, and he hid fcarcely time to rife be* 
fore he faw his chamber door burft open, 
and fcveral armed Turks enter his apart* 
ment : their chief informed him that they 
were fent for his deliverance, and had orr 
-,.;: ' ders 
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j 

ders to conduct lorn to thefartrefs com* 
manded by Amalphis- 

He told him the refentment of the fill- 
tail, and the injunctions he had laid on his 
troops to make diligent fearch after the 
prifonsrs> and informed him they had dif- 
covered his retreat by intercepting the 
flaves : the firft, he faid, Would hot be- 
tray his truft, but the fecohd> more fear- 
ful or more compa(Tionate> had guided 
them to the -path, by which aldne fee 
tower was acceflible. 



» » 



• < 



■ o » 
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C H A P. XXI. 

THE PRINCE RETURNS TO THE FOR- 
TRESS. 



IDEAS long banfthed from the mind 
* df Raflelas, or oonfidered by him 
*Jie*ely as illufions, now returned with 
new-acquired force : he feemed to en- 
deavour co retrieve in a *noment all : the 
time lie hod-loft in folitude> he cro^d^i 
qucftion op queftiQp, J>m foori had hi* 
attention -whpBy engrofled by the inteHi* 
gence which the 'Tufks >gave hift* €>f the 
rebellion of his brothers. 

Grief and remorfc took pofleflion of all 
hk faculties, ajid, without knowing the 
manner of the-efeape of thfe princes, or 

thinking 
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thinking on the reproaches of his father, 
he already condemned himfelf for having; 
though from innocent motives, fet them 
the example of difobedience : he was now 
more than ever convinced of die evils 
arifing from a capricious love of change, 
and of the- necefiky that evety rtoM 
fhouldribe content with the ftatidn in 
.which; he is placed. " To my owrt reft* 
lefs difpofitioo,'' faid Raffelte to himfelf, 
f c I owe the humiliation of fruitkfe en- 
quiry, the dtfgrace and wearbefs of im* 
prifonment, t the pa,ngs of hopelefs love, 
aind the ren^orfc of not only having de* 
ftro^ed the peace df my father ahd of my 
country, but of haying driven my bio* 
there into the moft odious crimes." 

, The. prince, in consequence of theft 
reflections, entfeatedthc Turks to haft** 
; », their 
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their march, till, With: aifonflhin£ rapidity; 
they arrived at the fortrefs commanded 
by Amalphiis : here Raffejas heard a dif- 
tjnft account of; the rebellion of his bro- 
timers, and received ithe -letter of the em^ . 
peror from the princefs, who.anxioufliy 
enquired of RaiTelas whether he owed' 
his liberty to Dinarbas, relating to htm. 
the; exertions of friendflijp in that young , 
warrior. The prince felt all the wsfmthi 
of gratitude and. affe£tion> an<4 » bitter ly . 
regretted the abfenee .. of his generous : 
friend: he then haftily read over thq 
letters that explained to him the prefcne 
ftate , of his fovereign, whp, ^er having 
tgfldcrjy reproached him for abandoning 
the happy valley, xonjured him to cpme 
to his affiftance, take the cojnm^nd of the , 
army, and affume the regal power. * "I : 
am too old/ 9 fays the emperor, ct to di- 



<t%. 



r « 
) 
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reft the dtum de rb b lts of ■ W«t, dr to 
the balance of jaftict: bottle had' iheeefae 
the impinai disdeta fromthe ktati of tky 
father : conquer add cpuhiAr thf YdfclliSite 
brothers^ whom blind ^fteiflii^ might fe^- 
mi to fpare: let Kekayadh rc«waki vrtA 
the brave Awwaiphis, whoft rirtucs aftd* 
fervices have been long known to mc, 
and whom long jtoce I (hotild have pro- 
moted to higher employments, had 1 not 
confidered his ufefolnefc on the frontiers t 

V 

• • • 

his fidetfty is approved; yet imfcfe him not 
acquainted wkK thy rank; or that of thy 
lifter: I do no* think he wduld ' betfay 
ybu to- Sarza j but it would not be pru- - 
dent to givt hfttt ft> great a claim to Tfe- * 
ward, -as the kktirtti pfoteftibh of afoh : 
and daughter of the emperor of Abif- 
fiiria." f 



* 



: This letter made a lingular impreffion 

on 
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ooJtflfiehs : ; hfc ve^erated4k ftther> and ' 
was averieito commit a fecdnd t&rte the 
fadt of difebcdicrtc« : yet tiK humartity 
was fttt>ckcd at the idea. o# depriving his 
brt)di«FS ^th^r right of focceffidft^ and ' 
hareeoited withtfoom* Irani * the thdu$«s : 
ofs&eir punifhment. His generality was 
equally difgufted at the diffidence and ' 
unthankfulnefs fhewn by the emperor to- 
wards a iran, whofe fidelity he cGrtfeffetf, 
andwhofe bravery he admired. The prince 
thea perufed the imperial mandate, whiclv 
he was 4so deliver to Amalphis, wherein 
the governor was- informed thatRaflelks 
and Nekayah were th<^ children of one 
of the emperor's favourite emjrs * that 
Rafifelas was to have permiflioq to repair 
immediately to court, and ffiat Nekftyah 
was to remaia under the prote&ion &f the 
governor* 

4 . The 



144 . DINARJMS # ,A;XALE:i 

Tli? prince, ^JiaviBg .<M**6i m ihftSht 

in his owfi mind, now thought ;himfcif at./ 
liberty:. to <tonfult his imJtnatioas : all his/: 
filial deference, for a fathefc could tot f io* ' 
dike him to .imitate his iogrta&ude; be . 
fought thfe gOpdold \varrior, delivered to- . 
hit^i the emperor's mandate, and fpoke 

tJitis* ■'■'..' 

♦ . * • » 

c< I mv& depart* Amalphis, and hayc . 
not words tp exprefs- my fenfe of die. im- : . 
portant fervices which you have done me : 
to you I owe, not only prote&ion and fop- 
port, but iqftrudioa and kindnefs : with- , 
out you I fliquld have, nothing at pjrefent : 
to offer to the emperor frut rafh and uh-* 
fkijful valour, or at beft but idle thefcty 
without practice. You have taugfr* nr<e 
the only, jtn}£ phtfofophy*. fpligftatiqa and / 
patience: I leave you overwhelm^fffch- > 

obligations, 

2 



CONTINyATJON Off RASSELAS. r + j 

obligations, yet I mujJ entreat you to add 
one more, /and that the greateft which 
you have in your power to confer 5 
promife to make me happy in the poflef- 
fjon of Zilia ; let me be affured by your 
unerring faith, that you will confent 
fhe fhall be my wife, when the troubles 
of Abiflinia are appeafed, and I (hall de- 
part contented." 

Amalphis read the emperor's mandate, 
refpe&fully kifled the fignature, and faid, 
*' My fovereign's orders fhall be obeyed— 
as for your requeft, Sir, I % thank you for 
the honour you are difpofed to confer on , 
my family ; but, contrary to the cuftom of 
our country, I difclaim all right over the 
choice of Zilia : if fhe confents, I ftall be . 
happy to beftow her on a man, whofe - 
conduft and principles I have .ever > 

H t efteemed, 
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efteemed, and whofe kindnefs I am am- 
bitious to preferve: permit me to confolt 
her inclinations ; Zilia is fincere, and will 
foon determine my anfwer." 



\ 



CHAP* 
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C H A P. XXII. 

THE POWER OF ARTIFICE. 

^T ILIA was neither unacquainted with 
the fentiments of Raffelas, nor in- 
fenfible to them: flic had indeed en- 
deavoured to fupprefs her fenfibitijy, be- 
caufe ihe could fee no reafon for thefcon- 
cealment of his rank from her, and none 
to prevent his demanding her of Amal- 
phis; whom (he informed of all that had 
paft in her mind on this occafion, freely 
fubmitting to him what anfwer ihould 
be given to Raffelas. 

Amalphis fmiled, and f introducing 
Raflelas, acceded to every hope of their 
mutual affe&ion, with tears of paternal 
benediction, 

H 2 Nekayah 
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Nekayah took her brother afide, and 
imparted to him all her converfations 
with Dinarbas : he forbore to. make re- 
marks on her ftory ; for happinefs can- 
not eafily confole, and has ne right to 
upbraid difappointment. 

After a few moments given to kind-, 
nefs and gratitude, Raflelas quitted the 
fortrefs, and, condu&ed by the meflen- 
ger, whofe precautions for avoiding a 
difcovery were again fuccefsful^ arrived 
at Gonthar, the capital of the kingdom of' 

4 

Abiflinia. He found the city In a ge- 
neral confirmation, 'though the fo.rces^of 
the princes were ftill * at ' a confid'erab'le 
diftance. The emperor, furrounded by 
a few aged counfellors, who had never 
diftinguilhed themfelves in their youth, 
and whofe timidity and indolence nad 
increafed with their years, w^s* "divided 

between 
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between fear ahd angej : the punifhment 
of the rebel princes was alone the theme 
of, , -debate, labile, fevery meafure was 
taken;to guard agaitikfb their approach. 

In the mean time, defertions were 
frequent in the royal army, the, chiefs of 
which.. w^te tyrannical without .firmnefk, 
iaod .ipro&lQ ;with<6wt Bblerality : their 
fxwtlp endnni&gRtticpiKe demanded' conv 
tinual fupplies, and fcxhaufted the. pro- 
vince in which they were encamped ; 
tbuty 4id iriot- cliMfe iio . Ward, tidier 
thqir reputttidh t>r> their. 4kfe<y. iti: a ge- 
neral -ewgpgpiwnfc>$hd they welt isfuafly 
defeated itf the flunlriiffaes with which 
rhcy were perpetually harrkffed .fay the 
jteiriccsu. Had tirefc cpntinued CO) fcondudt 
$k(eiflfelves ^iffc;diljberhnrait, and pro* 
fittd by., the advantages daily given 
$han> tfeey would have made the ttibft 

H J rapid 
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rapid progrefs; but divifion had taken 
pofleflion of their camp. Sarza was of 
a haughty and violent temper j iydjieii 
in his refolves, and uncertain in theyr 
execution j prodigal even to madneis, 
and openly avowing the moft reprehen- 
fible inclinations, which he iparcd no 
. means to gratify $ impatiently defirqw 
of attaining his end, yet . neglecting in 
the arms of pleafure, the Heps necsffarjr 

♦ - * • 

lor obtaining fuccefs. 

Mejias, with no lefs ambition, had 

a more regular plan and npoff appa* 

• * ' ,. . * . -'.•.' 

i rent modefty : his vices were more can* 
v tioufly concealed from the eye of public 
ftri&ure, and his love of pleafure was 
flattered by the hopes of a cr6wn, n^hich 
would put him in pofleflion of a,ll h& 
could dejire : he afted apparently - fof 
his brother, and kiduftrioufly. gave out 

that 
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that he had. no other wifh than to 
place the diadem on the head of Sarza ; 
yet he laboured to form a party, that 
might fupport him in his pretenfions, 
when his brother by his imprudence fhould 
have loft the affections of the people; 
which he thought muft inevitably hap- 
pen, on his afcending the throne of 
Abiffinia. Though at prefent the minds 
of the multitude were much more fa- 
vourable to the fplendid S&rza than' to 
the cautious Menas, as the exterior 
accoitiplifhments of the former were 
iriore ftriking, his temerity : befog de- 
nominated heroifm, and his love of 
pleafure popularity, yet the fteps of 
Menas towards power, were mbre fure ; 
and as he had been the inftigat&r 
of ' the attempt, fo he was the fup- 
porter of it ; though all the nation 
} ; * H '4 *onfidered 
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confidered Sarza as the only author of 
the entoprize. 

Such were the enemies whom Raf- 
fclas was commanded by his father to 
oppofe, and thefc enemies his own 
brothers ! 

As fbon as he arrived at the camp, 
he was invefted by the generals with 
the fupreme command: his firft care 
was to introduce difcipline and fruga- 
lity among the troops: he fa xec ded 
in his attempt without lofing their af- 
fe&ion; and fet tliem that example 
which virtue or lhame obliged them 
to follow. When he thought his ar- 
my fufficiently difciplined to face that 
of the enemy, he advanced towards 
the kingdom of Amhara, and met the 
rebels ^on a large plain near the city of 

Bagemder $ 
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Bagemder; where he ordered his troops, 
to halt, and having formed them into* 
order of battle, fent a mefienger to 
demand a conference . with his hro*- 

thers. 



• 



.1 * 



HJ 
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CHAP. XXIII. • 

RASSELAS ENDEAVOURS TO PRODUCE 

A RECONCILIATION, 

\ 
\ 

*TPHE two princes advanced to meet 
Raflelas into the middle of the 
plain, and, after a royal pavilion had 
been ere&ed, entreated Mm to enter*, 
but Raflelas declined die offer, and in- 
lifted on their conference being held in 
the open air> and in fight of the two 
armies. 

He began by an enquiry into the 
caufe of their impious rebellion, and re- 
ceived for anfwer, the ufiial pretences for 
infurre6kion> complaints of the emperor, 
artfully yeiled in rcfpe&ful -terms, .open 
% accufations 
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accufations of his favourites and mini- 
fters, zeal for the public good,- and 
dread of increafing evils. 

Rafielas replied, that they were fqns 
and fubje&s of the emperor, and that, 
whatever might be the faults of govern- 
ment, they were nor authorized, either 
by the nation, or by its chief, to attempt 
a reformation : he entered deeply into 
confederations of the relpedt due to the 
monarch arid the father; of the bane- 
ful influence of the fpirit of mutiny j arid 
of the danger of foreign- invafion, while 
the arms of Abiffinia were turned aguinft 
herfelf. He finifhed by conjuring the 
princes to return to their duty, : and; by 
accufing himfelf of having, by hiS'icfe* 
parture from the happy valley, given 
them the firft example of difobedience: 
he promised them- unconditional par T 

H 6 don, 
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don, and a general amnefty to their 
troop: 



>s. 



Sarzawas affe&ed at the difcourfe of 
Raffclasj which was fometimes pathetic 
and fomedmes forcible, and' feemcd will- 
ing to enter into a treaty of accQrrawda* 
tion, pf which he deferred the execu- 
tion till the next day, by the advice of 
Mertas. 

The different feritiments of the bro- 
ther* had not efcaped the obfervatioh of 
Raflelas : he knew the character of each> 
and felt all that was to be apprehended 
from the dangerous influence of Mcnas. 
Ho retired into his tent, hopeleis of re- 
conciliation, the expectation of whkh 
was general in the two armies ; but Raf- 
fclas knew that Sarza was only to "be 
prevailed on by fudden fiarts of convio 
f i - • . • . . . . , lion* 



•I 
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tion, and that, if he delayed to follow 
the momentary ray of virtue, he became 
the viftim of the firft feducer whqfe in- 
tereft it was to prefeat a different coun- 
fel in a plaufible light : he wanted th^t 
firmnefe without which vktue is ufekfs> 
and unier&dtodihg merely an Ul^fioi^ 

. * * 

Thefe reflexions difoeifcd, the prince 1. 
whenever he turned his thoughts on the 
continuation of the war,, he faw nothing^ 
but horror, whether in conqueft or de- 
feat: fonaetimes however he would think, 
that he had conceived to* harfh an opt^ 
mon of the character of Menas, and; 
ibmetimes he flattered hisnfelf that Sana- 
would have fuflkient energy to withfipnd 
his iafinuations. 

r • • * 

- As be was ftated in his tent, waiting 
with impatience for die nkratog,'/a ftran- 
g*r was announced whom he perceived, 

through. 



• . 
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through the difguHe that covered him, to 
be his brother Nfenas : he commanded 
Ms attendahts to withdraw, and then- en- 
quired the occafion of his vifit. 

« Thou mayeft fee, Raflehs," faid 
Menas, " the confidence I place in thy 
generofity: I come to treat with thee, 
and to free myfelf from every fuipicion 
that may have arifen in thy breaft againft 
me : thou knoweft the headftrong dif- 
pofition of Sarza : ambition and ill coun- 
iellors enflamed him with a defire. of 
fencing the reins of government, and 
ehclofing his father in the palace of the 
tiftlley, there to finifli his days in peaceful 
pleafures. After vainly endeavouring to 
difltiade him from an enterprise, which, 
whatever might be its motive, muft al- 
ivayi have the appearance of difobe* 
di«nee; I oflfafed to. accompany him, flat- 
tering 
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tering myfeif that I fhoukl be able to fefe 
feme bounds to the impetuoftty of his? 
temper, and fave bo A ray father aa4 
the nation from the tempeft which me- 
naced them. Hitherto I have fo far fuc- 
cecded, as to prevent unnecefiary effb- 
fion of blood, and my brother has now 
reduced hk ambitious fchemes to a r$~ 
drefs of grievances, and change of ba<J 
minifters, particularly fince you have 
joined your efforts to mine > for I have 
obferved, fince- yefterday's conference 
that .he is more than eve* dHpofed ; .t£ 
follow my advice, and febmit hin^lf 
to our offended father on the conditions 
I have mentioned. Yqur own condn& 
proves that you were wearied and irKfig T 
nantat the confinement in the valleys 
we iatend to exaft from our father :> ^ 
promife that no fon of Abifliriia ihall be 
again reduced to that : fate of; reftrwnt 
4.-! -' and 



and ina&ion, and to Entreat that he witt 
fcAow on u* employments* of/whidt 
we rrtajr without rarity- dtfelarc oyrftfoeft 
to tie more *oftky shaii the ifrdofent aadk 
pernicious mi#rifters by wHom he is for*: 
rturated* Mf defire is that you will join 
tis in this wq»eft - r you are Jeft odious to 
ou* ftthfcry attd may mortr eafdy prevail- 
If ycu petflft in tefofing an umor* fo ttc^ 
eeflary to out general welfare, even; 
fhould iconqueft finile on your arms* yo» 
wiB have not only the re mo rib of having; 
dtftroyed your brothers, but w31 ckpafc 
yourfelf to the aitftri fnanes and malicious 
envy of a court: youh triumph wilt be 
fhort, and your ruiri certain/* • 

* ftrotbei-H* replied tfe prinai, "I wxfc 
we could with jtfftite iiy that blood ha* 
beta fpartd — Have you forgotten the 

■ '• death. 
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death'of Zengis ? I am grieved to be com- 
pelled to reproach you with it ; but ihould 
be, far more grieved were my future life 
to be poifoned with a like reproach : yet 
mine would be the crime of neceffity; 
yours has been that of choice." ' 

" I hope, Menas, thou doft not even 
thyfelf fiilpedt me of being capable of 
accepting thy propolals; my fadier can 
have no worfe minifters than rebels ; and 
were I to perfuade him to receive you 
into his councils, I fliould render myfelf 
an accomplice of your crime. If you 
will return to your duty, your fubmiffion 
mtffl: be unconditional, and fo will be 
your pardon : I truft thefe confiderations 
may have their due weight : to-morrow's 
conference, or to-morrow's battle, de- 
cides your deftiny." 

Raffclas 



1 
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Raflelas faid no more, but com- 
manded his guards to conduct the prince 
in fafety to his tents* 



• « 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

VICTORY AND GRATITUDE TO THE 

CONQUEROR. 

TP H E next morning* by break of day, 
the two armies appeared as before, 
drawn up in order of battle, and the con- 
ference was refumed, 

Menas, who had reafon, from the 
firmnefs he obfervcd in Riflelas, to ap- 
prehend that a general engagement would 
not be favourable to the rebds, had by 
this time changed his opinion, or at leaft 
wifhed to amufe his brother with the 
profpect of a reconciliation * but Sarza's 
impctudfity now took place of his re-r 
turning affection: he broke the confe- 
rence, gave the fignal of battle, and 

fcarcely 



: / * 
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t 



fcarcely left Raflelas time to fct himfelf 
at the head of his, army before he attack- 
ed him with impettsofity. || 

The prince defended himfelf with in- 
trepidity and (kill, and his troops better 
difcrplined, though inferior in number to 
the enemy, ieconded -bis wifhes : he. had 
particularly commanded; 4*i$ : ibldiefb #> 
Jpare the lives of the^jpriflCfcs* ^ar^ vy^te 
taken prifoner, but Menas efcaped by 
flight; a part of the army fHEwpcfarecU 
aad t^e reft yvqrc #fg€rjfed»j : ; ;. , .. r: j. 



Raflelas t$tu«ied to Gont&ir, mi 
laid the trophies of victory at has &* 
ther*fi feet: he vi?h difficulty obtain- 
ed the pardon <rf Sara*, wfcofca *hic;&m* 
peror kadxeiolved^to facri^cefo his ret 
fentmenti or rather fo the cotfttfels of his- 
nauiifters. At lengthy in confidejartidit: 

of 
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t>f ^^tte : fer<5^x^ and' Applications <>f Ra(Ife~ 
laSjV her decreed; abac Sarza. flhtfuld return 
t& the happy valley, aGCoiinpanisd with a 
ftrong guard, by which he was to be coiv- 
tinually furrounded. 

- .Tfcfc emperor then took the .diadem, 
from his head* and' wkmlii have placed it 
on tfiat. of Raflfelas, but the prince re- 
folutely refufed to .accept* it^. and declared 
his intention of retiring to the happy 
valley* whsehce he would never more de- 
part, except by the expeefs comnjandrof 
the emperoi^ and in die' greateft exigen- 
cies! of the ftaie* •' 



The emperor at firft combated) his re- 1 
vIoIuti<Mi with graiitude and tendernefv 
but fining- Raffclas fteadp in his detcr- 
mihation, :and. attending frimfelf to the 
reprefentatiofls- o£ His favourites, wia* 

were 



7 
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were not forry for the prince's depar- 
ture, he at length contented to his re- 
treat, loading him with riches and ho- 
nours. 

■ . > 

Raffelas, before he departed, gave his 
father an account of I mlac and the Aftro- 
nomer, and defired that they might be 
permitted to accompany his filler and her 
attendant to the happy valley. 

He recommended Amalphis to the 
emperor, who promifed . to reward his 
fervices : he likewife informed him of his 
own engagement with Zilia, . requefting 
permiflion to conclude a marriage, which, 
though contrary to the cuftom of Abiffi- 
nia, might be authorifed by the appro- 
bation of the emperor, and would add 
happinels to his retirement. To this he 
obtained no other anfwer than vague pro- 

mifes 
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mifes ; of compliance, when the troubk*. 
of the ftate fhould % be perfectly appta^, 
which promifes his father never oaear# to 
fulfil. 

By the unaccountable defire of fecrecy 
in matters of no avail, which forms all 
the policy of wtak governments, aflifl- 
edby the invifibility of defpotic prin- 
ces and their families, the perfon and 
hiftory of Raflelas were unknown, though 
hk actions could not be concealed. It was 
generally underftood in Abiffinia, that one 
of the king's fons had headed the army 
aad^ gained a decifive victory : that Jie 
was to return to the happy valley, whence 
they fuppofed he had been taken for the 
conduct of the war ; but no more was 
known, and no further enquiries were 
made* 

Raflelas however received from his 

troops 
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troops the rtioft fincere teftimonies of 
affection and regret % The m^n who has 
lhared the dangers . of his general in th$ 
field, is neither ignorant of his true cha- 
racter, nor will bq filent on a ful^e^jfo 
interefting to his own honour* The t&~ 
Giers idolized the valour, and reflected 
the prudence of Raflelas, and even de- 
clared they could not ferve under another 
commander, after having followed thfy 
orders of their beloved prince* ... , > 



; > 



* * 
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RETROSPECT OF A LIFE OF DISSIPATION. 

> r 



4 *y. 



. * * 



rrHE prince wifhed to. majke a vi£t< 
to ,the fortrefc before he devoted, 
himfelf to lafting fcclufionj jbqt th^qa^ 
peror having exprefied a flefire . {hat r he, 
would lofe no - time xo .accompany )£% 
brother Saraa, who was confidefed-a^ .a> 
prifoner of ftate, he departed from Gon- 
'thar, and foon arrived at xhz happy 
valley- . . : [[ ,...;.;...-,. 

It is difficult to exprefs the fentimentp 
of Raflelas when the mafly gates, which 
feparate the valley from the reft r of the 
univerfe, clofed behind him. Amalphis 
and his fon, Imlac, the aftronomer, and 
Nckayah, but above the reft Zilia, pre- 

I fented 
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feot^d themfelves forcibly. to his mind: 
he found as much refolution was necef- 
farv ih this moment, as when he thought 
himlelf condemned to perifh unknown in, 



the Arabian tower. He fought the palace, 
and had the additional mortification of 
finding' that neither his vi&ory nor his 
oBedience 'received the praife which they 
deiervecfj that' his return was confiderecT 
as an aft of cbmpulfion, and that cun- 
ofity and fiifpicion alone brought fociety 



'• '^ 



v* 



around him. 

i ■• • 

But, fapported by the fentiment of 
confeious virtue, he looked on all* his 
fufferings as (b many additions to his 
triumph: that effort which impels to 
great a&ions, or painful faicrificeS, con- 
tihues awhile to fupport the mind with a 
fort of elaftic force * but time diminilhes 



*^ » ' *\ ' * t * 



the communicated vigour, and it falls 



»> * > "* 



4. again 
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again intoi dde&fon' and laawwi Bach** 
we**he ftate of Raflfelas, who no lotf^ 
found himfelf weary alonerof tlte-hamy^ * 
valley, but weary of his exiftence* In* 
di^rent t6 4flftrtf&ktt^ . and anftrffibteHo 
h^c^horwandi^d ^ - 

eajoyingr^te beauties) uof fnittfre? a^'re** ' 
turned io Jthc pakot without adrt&ihg* the : t * 
wdrfcsx/ art; 

* r 

" • \ * ■ • i 

Hfe ; melancholy r w*9 irie?ed%& ^'tftB^ 
defpiuihof SahML Angloo&t? 4i<H«MMhlUl^ 
takea tte-.pkoe.of/amlMrionniri^th^lie^^ 
offhft^n^ifcin prince t ;he^fobiid4i^tx*d > 
bcafttmifled byihote wham h& hti&kndtl? 
trjifte^ 4ndiregarckaRaffehsiiiiiiio^iiar' 
li&fefc ' than as ; a conqueror* v Shafcie ' 
and anger made Tiim rdeft th^^oii&feu^ 
tions of a brpther, who now feeling no 
otte** featimema. *br> him - buc.:tho& of 
tmder#eia ami ^cnpaffiaiij enrfatvtftifed, 



t 
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-with unremitting folicitude, to foften the 
iir%f)rcflio»3 of his grief, and *fa vklkkm " 
oCJbvs stknuxitnxs. .j-n- d jj k\xrot: 

^The c^rts of R^fi^rwm foig6afei 
l©fc He had the paiii of ibd^thj^^«fi ! 
io^aidence ofhis<fcce brottght^omhiw^ 
gradual decay. As hU health wafted, ifta£ - 
felas became dill more afliduous to cpnfole 
Kim:' he fobngave tip his whole time'to this 
cmploymeixt, and found in it a mournful 
jfatisfa&ion that conT^nfateiJ th^ tflorU r * 




r\<%1 /-»-*' «i >~*. 



attentions, a heartfelt pleasure redaid him 
'for his anxiety, and he began td. thank * 

V*» -•'/•< l •••'■ t- : -j % i? * JV '- sl r* J ' :i: ^ 

Heaven for haying placed hyri.jn a fitua- 
tion to affift his brother. c 



£ ^"it 'n 



■:) -j-Ufifc W«4 .< nw *njfcy*<l ; /more I tfan- 
,fl##«jk iflbfin he was. ofle day &rpriftd 
Ij^^ai^&Liiitd%c^Qe of xhe; arrival 

bn£ : * of 
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§£ NekayaA, who, as all danger of wflr 
feemed to be paft, was, by the emperors 
command, taken. /rom the , fortrefs, and 
C0f)du3$4 tp her f former habitation; InaA 
la^ accompanied her, and the -.aftoo* 
jacpffi^r, obtained tpermiffiaa tafbttor 



1 ■» % 



After the firft tranfports of their meet^ 
injg had' fubfided, Raitelas enquired anxi- 

oufly after Ziha and her father f " 1 
&&* isa^ •*«*•»*■• A e I ctters wh i c )j 

muft have beeo* 

intercepted at Gonthar, as none of my 

meflengers have ever returned. What 

M miVtt liave Been the ideas of* Ziha \ ahi 

wnat mult the good Amaiphis now think 
.of me?"/ ••--/-'■.- ' ' Mfl ** 



.IsH I^warrayfelf/* aniWereiV tfie princefs^ 
1S;ie*hfi gncateft uaeafmefc. • Our ihfcrmi£ y 

,tmr.oi^'wmts.q^ttit war wa^cdrrfWW ^ 

? I 3 and 
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,, and uncertain : we werekept in the mdft 
jyyAfel agitation by a variety of - reports 5 
and the- meffenger, who brought' Hie em- 
peror's orders for my return to thtvAHey, 
was the firft-who acquainted* us with Are 
tractate- of- affaire j at the feme time: he 
delivered to me new injun&ions of fepffcy 
in regard tp pur. condition, and- J frad^not 
*yen tjhtc confolation of informing AiwI- 
phls ancf.Zjlia of ,the place cJef&i^Tor 
my .habitation, nor, of jfte fityaitiop of ipy 
brother: all I could tell them in anfwer 
to their frequent enquiries w^s, that I 
knew, you followed the fortunes of the 
prince, who had commanded {he v roy<al l 
army, ancf th^t I j^ould give ;, th^rn, $he 

; Jpeedieft intelligence in my powe?r r " , } 

-jXhe-. firft days of the re^qnion x>f tfthf- 
&fc$ aft<l Nekayah .paiftd in thefe mutuaf 
rarattoo* and :in *ariaus tfroidds endw*- 

.1 vou « 
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vours to diipatch fome mefrer^er .with 
letters to the for^-els; Imlac returned to 
his fttfdies, and the aftronomer was dfe- 
iighted with the fplendor and novplty of 
the fcerie, Pekuah was liberal ih he,r 
cbmmunicatJon to the inhabitants 01 the 
valley, and was loon nirrounded by a Mi- 
tnerous "auditory. The prince and prurtefc 
found their concern lenened by reciprocal 
confidences they joined i:heir efforts iror 
the afflftaftce and conTolation "of Sarza, 
whole health grew every day more preca- 




n g e i r 
regret the ill fuccels of his enterpnze, out 

to repent that lie had attenipted it. Tie 

confefle'd to Rallelas How artfcffy 'he ISa 

l>een led aftray ,by the iofinuafioi)s" of Men4s> 

and perceiving the reiources which Kaf- 

felas and \Nekayah found in hrqrav^pur- 

iuks arid innocent pleasures', ne l\:§re!xecl 

I 4 not 
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not having followed the fame path** and !^ 
ter^erly acknowledged their fcindriels t<v 



tt Alas** faid he, one day, when they'" 
ihad drawn his lbia to the window df tfe * 
apartment, where he was confined, cc why 
have I t>een hitherto mfenfible to the 
ieautWs dF nature? : YbA Vaft' orb' $?' 
light; which tinges with the : brightetFpitf- * 
pl& thfe exhalations that a:ccoitipany its Ve-^ 
treat/ is n^w to' Sam! If ¥ have 4 eV& il 
wi&hed its difappe^nng, ti hte'h&R 6iiiy A 
^ V figiial to the conrmenan^^^e^ '* 
inthe liopes of tomulcii^plekibrft fiitstl 
Ji^ : ifc : ^ ori W" 

ptKBf'Hi^ dii|uft/ Wfc* 

Vfe* «W to : *tirfc 'faA^^'W 
ri« * ^~&taxication; : ^0W ! 6fttrU% : * 
I TephttS at : tfce appearance oi yoa ffivefj^ • 
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of Nekayah as it advances to take pofief- 

\.; > '*■ . - ' . -'..".V', * J-./il 

Con of the Iky, and yield us a more,gcp- f 
tie light to compenfate the fplendor we , 
have loft:. I feared its rays, left, they 
fhoujd betray my dilguife, and force n>c tq, 

returniguiltkfs. . , - 1 



•* tt 






:'t 



I 



f \ O Rafleks ! O Nekayah ! ygu . have k 
not always been happy, byt;y<*u Jojpw , 
not tj^paag? jof ueraorfe ;. yoy s«e, umjq T 

qu«ntejd. with, thp, horrors.oCguik,;, 1,' 

lbftci\ ^^ jpptneoft » |i(«bing^nM^^ v 
on ipy, jp«4, bitf .cottfufcdrfceneg.ojf. difik,. 
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^ mine,— Cbimericai dreams of criminal 
3 ambition had taken pofieffiojn of my feri- 
pw mooneiits, and lawlefs re^elliqg was 
a limy gaiety.— It is over, and my tandy 
repentance only coniecrates to virtue* to 
reafon, and to affedion, the hours of pain, 
of difappointment, and of fatiety. 

•j ? 1*Th*/ blading foam of the/ andtaj^y 

Zengis i* ever prefentto my imagi&aridn J 

■^-yet why fhould I fay unhappy? He 

#hoft 'alents I depredated, and 1 whofe 

r Ml*aft I dd^ifed, is how Tuperioi' to 

**«<*/ for fee died indolent,- and $ aim his 

•''ib^dcrer 1 M> father's fttm indtfi&ence 

' '-whbft! ttndfel^Cafe. footbs vAf afi&dHdhi 
ntodi^ettfcefc ih -me « f«ffhtient ttf g£ fcf 

L fisonw!i^Of M?nas.-tCih»i<Jt think- fri** 



* * * 



f .<•* - - « * 

■:r^:£ :j';./r:^i * I 



ipeak 



; fpfaS: k,'ta^ V?i^ut de^ibnM 
a'Ai : ! fa forn^ttainfng fcb'rtflpBSK 
in'f^irt fee V ' 






- " Nekayak rtiViklfwtl Ik tea*, daring Htt? 
difcourfe of Sarza, and Raffelas ftfove tfir 
; calm bis agitated mind with hopes for the 
future, and confolations for the paft. 

cc Thou art not the firft, my brodm/* 
faid he, " whom violent paffion and 
, fmooth fedu&ion have led into error ; the 
, fame qualities, which raife to the fyeigjit 
of herpifm, m^y, when wrong, directed, 
lead us to the precipice of guilt* bur re- 
pentance jis always in our power,, ,npr. are 
r the qieans wanting for thee to retrieve the 
virtue thou haft loft : rafli ambition, apd 
, imt^oc|eratcr love of pleafure m^mafcc 
vUS commit faults, nay even crimes; but 

-16 difiunulation* 
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1 

diffimutatipn, perfidy, and cowardice are 
the only vices that render honour irre- 
trievable: I know thou haft not defcend- 

i 

ft) to any of the(e ; they ar& contrary to 
thy nature; thy virtues are thy owi, thy 
errors proceed from others, and more 
d^a^^from die dreadful fatuity *•*« jfc 
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were thus employed a m 
entered, and informed them that Menas 
was returned to court, and reinftated in 
the emperor's favour: by fecrct corre- 
fpondence with his father's minifters, from 
the place of his retrcav he had found 
means . to clea* himfelf from the im- 
putation of any. (hare in the rebellion, 
by throwing the whole blame on Sarn 
za, -and now governed Abiffinia in 
the name of the ernperon Infinuation* 
had been given that> the interviews be- 
tween Raffelas and Sa^a. wee* frfcqwlht, 
and confec^ntlyfedkiwdj. the euiperor^a 
/t< a.* ' age 



« «»* 



age and natural temper inclined hirtfto 
ftrfpicion, and fomeoffkers of the a*my, 
who were friends to Raflelas, had dif- 



patched this meflenger to conjure him to 
be on iis guard: 

This intelligence, however l(Uid» was 
ufel'efs • it was immediately followed by e 
maihd^te fipih court; which ordered Raf* 
felas to one of the towers of the palace, 
■whence it was hot permitted, hirn to have 
any communication, with his brother. 

itkiyana!ViAM*to«b^8^ 
fwd brothers, but! me" Had 1 iibt loiig bfcbU 
fioh to mew Her tefid\rh'eis & §ap.a? 
ftts kit ftfofce hsf&eried His end, and Ke 
eipired' fobif afllef ih the arms of his fiflc'ry 
kfig&d "did repentant. " : " * v ' 






< I- 



- «* the tte»i' tnw .' tu n&erdiirmj 

hands 






^ 



kmdi *e felt *\±&&t\£f in Abidifltt, 
wjfhed tb\havek confirmed by the ndme 
•lid honours of royalty ; h* eftdca vowed 
to perfoade hisTather ix* reth* *b *he hap^ 
£y v*\\tf, *knd paft the raftrin&t W 1& 
life in cafe aAd tranquillity r but the em* 
ffctor wafe uittWHing* W inhabit a '^fece; 
tftat oflfcttd Mni H6thirtg but tfte frfrkge 
6fSe&h t* 6Et*d!i<3fJ; ahd-had ; evfci 
avoided making his annual vifit : belkfek, 
he had been long accuftomed to royalty, 
and fe^red'de^riddhee. Banged fiad'fen- 
gaged him to offer the teflgnarfon tffhfc 
tftrone to 'RaHelas ; that ' motrfe 4t&'tt8 
fcbre; iritfhis f rfu41' ta Meria^ taMf a& 
e&hpam&! #itK fihrere ttptoatH. : '" ' - l 

terfor oftoydfty} tfie jtoWer : ' hatf j&flttl 
fittttt h& feeWc hand ittW & -gftfetfr 
Menas: his anger -was tfterdbtt dtrt*^ 

and 



-^v^ 
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and his remonftrances were negle&ed \< and 

"• • « , * . - . 

finding, with grief, that the only means to 

retain the poor appearance of lb verdgnty, 'J 

^ • - - . » 

was to content unconditionally to the de- 
fire of his foiv he took the road of the 
valley, furrounded by every new profeffor 
of the arts of luxury whpm he could 
collect, feeking to forget the power he 
had loft in fcenes of .magnificence and 
pleafurcs. . , /fl r 

* 

. Afatyts* being- duas, a^yed. ,at; tfye, $&*_ 
nut of his*wUhes, was. y*t dii^^^y^ t 
daithft and alarms: he. fearpd hi*' &$$r r 
would, foqget the prejudice?, witfe ^|cf\ ; 
he-had inlpined hi» ^gainft,R^| w , qg^ 
that duty as well as allegiance might in- 
duce the latter to make a defperate effort 
to rfeplace him on the; throne :. tb : prert&t 
therefore alt communication which could ,{ 
awaken in the emperor his fbnW^aflet/^ 
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tiojj fp£ J&aflelas 4 he infinuated to him, 
th^tfoe vifit$ which the prince received 
from his fitter and friends, were danger- 
ous to the peace of Abiffinia, and that 
the only effegual means, of preventing 
the ill % coqfequences that were likely . to. 
enfue fyom their meetings, was to fecurt 
every individ^l of the party. . . 

The emperor approved, or at leaft con- 
fented to this propofal. Imlac and the 
aftremimer Were condemned w fepkrittfe 
cdftMeitoeftte,- and thfc prhfc&a with»di& :< 
fifctflfy tobteinfed ■ptrrtiiffvoti to be atteadfed 
'by hk feVobrite Pekuah in dto iffairtw ,■ 
meftts *hicK were Sffigitfd her a4 '* pit- i 

1 i' Sit J J *••» I *\ { L . - ~* . . /.*•..,' • J. • *J 

jTJye.OTfuT Menas had noftpaeref- ; 
felted, hwdefigAs, than he fought e?«y M 
meanafor rendering the retirement of his 
father a magnificent and (educing prifbn : 

he 
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4 lie "fcnt frequent mefleflgers with lu^erb 
prefents, accortipahied by flic moftfflcuful 
arrifts, arid .by all thofewho make it their 
ftudy to delight; his fetters were filled 
with expreffions of filial duty, complaints 
of the fatigue of government, andTufpi- 
cions cautioufiy introduced of fpditiohs 
excited by emifiaries of KaflHas. 

. Sumptuous banquets,, the charms of 
poetry and mufic, eafe and flattery, took 
fuch ftrong pofleflion of the aged em* 
:peror, that at length he considered his re- 
treat as, a flielter from the ftorms of life* 
and gave the ftri<5teft orders for gua^ihg 
Raflelas and the princefs, left they fhquld 
endeavour to difturb his repofe. 

Much tiftie faffed in thfe manner i thp 
grihce made m&rty darifcg,but frukleft. 
etttttapts to tto&ver -his liberty, and t* 
*x>nvince his fathfcr of the fatal error into 

which 
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-rttosh he ha& felted : fch* •prki&fc was not 
TOwe foctdtftil to her endeavours. 

. Imkc made ufe of the leflbns of philo- 
fophy, wjkich'he had^learned in .the ex- 
perience of .a long life, -and* comforted 
himf?If wkh Tefle&ing, that revolutions 
4re frequent in eaftern monarchies. He 
was, J^QWfiver ? tin'eafy. wi$i re^petft, to the 
aftroiiQpier ;} b^&areci tha^ folitu^qi^ht 

back thofe ideas, -with which it had former* 
ly beeq l«rd aftr *y i, he therefore fought, and^ 

foo^pefceiYed that hjs feats had nQfcbjen 
groundlefs. The aftrooorner coofefled-to 
Imlac, that he had been feized with a hope- 
lefs fiRflaJa^hi^* jin : which fcc poofidered 
his i r i m ^rifoJWneg« a& , a , p^Uhmeot Opt 
having neglected, in the]£l#rms of con- 

...... ...VCT&OflP, 
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verfation, the great; charge of the govern* 
ment of the fafy&;„th% r?a§>n and elo- 
quence of Imlac foon convinced him of 
hi» error, but could fcarcely confole him 
for the privation of general fociety. " I 
feel," faid he, " that pleafure and amufe- 
rnehr ^re hatural to the mind dtfrfiaii J pd| 
rtofity^ mcitts us to engage in the buly 
femes of life; they who hate hot t*ijoy , e# 
iherairi youth' will feet them \ti age; with 
that aridity which tiatilraHyattirtcfe 1 ort 
mjjr itffftj who& ^tifitettoft 4ft tetii 

htog*&*?**- Ag* ife* -fiM'irdSbf^ 
and c^lfe^uentlyftands morf' in need 6f 
th© «fflIbw*e°of other^i ftlkiy bccdte^ 
ffffioife/ antf therefore irk&m*:' hopt li 
lofeciaiterfftrc} arid give*' left f^fefettoiirt 
thijoi(Wfiei*s Appear to uii m&te prtciouJ 
«* nare -ftpfcofe them t6 be fttoer, ahd wii 
fcafc.io-a^fc^&rto^ftant/lctt wfc IhatittiL 
be«jteMy4aJ^ifid^*? v v •• v> r ' : wl 
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Ttf E£,AY*AH> who had at prdent " 
. r more time for reflexion t&an -(he ' 
kad ever before experienftfeci, 'Rifled. iie# 
days in a kfs uneafy , m^niier than any of 
the c^r <$p£t*fi?* She was pcrfuaded that . 

* - * * 

teppinejfe #jjfs ; u^t^na^ 
fi^^^&^;tfe^ deftruftbife 

t^q^^VjQa^,^ .,# ofpBHU^iql -s^fita fart* 
h?ypj3y^ ; ]th9 attachrawtof Pefatfhiwa^* 
fjOnfpl^fioi^nljjiii: : fl>e d^idcd,; ipbreTbh. 
h^^j^q^pthflfr. ! ^mjkted^D^ei 
fWjjaqeo wj$t ; fcc moft We4, :) no otter 
cqnypamoiv cfiu& Ije a»* adequate; com,-, 
penfiwoijkjjihe was deypid of hope and of 
fear, and having experieflcedrii^fc vicitiii 
••* * v-i § tudcs, 
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1 
tudes, fhe felt the advantages of tranquil- 
lity. 

One day PkfcuahinfdhMed Ker that fhe - * 
had perceived, during many fucceflivfc 
evenings, a^ungumfcof toftjr (fefture, arid 

P ^^ generous afpc£t, though poorly clothed, 
wjio, fopn ^fter , fun let; took* hisrppftTOp-~ 
pofife to-hcr windQWs^ wdfeemed ;q dfe- 1 
fire to ^be^noticfcd#'but4:hat,iear^of^the,f 

r guards had^aly/jiys^prev.^at^ Jhqr. frpsiN 

gf?#yi^ Jter~ curiojky of, luttwi*^hi$;> 
intention^; thjat ,for a while he h*df beear* 
abfent a: £yt rfhet Jhe 'had Xe&vhim again it 
the preQf ding $Y*piifc; "••••,*' 



X - * 



Nekayah ordered he^ to obferye, /and 
rf'he returned thj$ night, make %qs $o ,, 
him to come, roujvc^to the pattern fide of 
tnelr - manfion^ which .was ufually Jefe % 
guarded, ' as ,it overlooked v the lakgj .^i)d . 
edti&vourtQ ipake him comprehead, that v 

• * ' : he 
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to converfe unobferyed. "It is 7 prpba- < 
bly," added Nek^yaljj <f fbme ^efienger 
frora.toyjarother;, aod if my conference witip 
hip cm afford Raffela? comfprt, I would, 
ne^^odiing^tofaciHta^ his accefs." 

. .• • . , • 

Th^ y9yng. man, did not appear, that, 
cy$rungi, 5 button the foUowVig.nig^t,' 
as the princefs and Pekuah were look-, 
ing over from a terrace near the lake* 
they perceived a fmall boat advancing 
towards ' flhem* aa^ loan .afeer faw! two 
perfon* teap oh - fliore and fitefi tly< slinobu 
the afcent dtyt-fed. to: tbc caf\le;> oneofc 
thctfb placed a ladder agaiaft (the . terrace; 
wall, and mounted with rapidity, .noto* 
without alarming^ the princ^ft and ;Pe- 
kuah* t The, ftrangei; foon put an end to. 
thejr fears f by : difcoVering hitpielf tq he/ 
the s me{Ieoger whom they had fprnperiy' 

dilpatched* 
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difpatched from the fortrefs to the court 
of Abiffinia, and who had fince been re- 
tuned for his mufical talents in the train 
of the old emperor. ' The prihefefs, de~ ' 
lighted with feeing him, was about to alk 
him various queftions, when he informed 
her that no time was to be loft, that the 
fon of Amalphis was beneath die terrace, 
and defired permiffion to vifit ber, as he 
had fomething of importance to commu- 
nicate, 

Nekftjrah'sjoy and agitation were grjeat<*r 
than any language can exprefs, and fhe . 
had fcarcely recovered the power of ut- 
terance when Dinarbas appeared difguif- 
cdin the habit of a fifherman. 

After the firft emotion natural to their 
fituation was fubfided, he informed her, 
that he had, long attempted in vain to ap- 
proach her apartment, and had been 

equally 
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eqijajig unfuccefsful in his endeavours to 
,4geak with RaJ$elas; thajt at lafl: he had 
tfep gQQd fortune of meeting the meflfen- 
4jpr, ^whQ^toM him on which. fide tba pa- 
Jace was molt acceffible, and accom- 
jp^njflj him in a boat, which he had pro- 
cured ; .*? I . am now,*' added Dinarbas, 
••*? fprnp. to offer ypp* my aflift?nce, and J 
$gi rejoiced that fortune has fo fingufarfy 
diftinguifhed me, as to put it !h* 'my 
power, perhaps, to free you and the prince 

from ■ yout f cbnfii^irterit : O ^NekkyaH I 
Wrilay^ttfch^yw^*^ -i .ro~«i« ., 

*l *** " *': ' «*! ' "• 'f •»»'* «*l'l<U* 

He was going to pt ofceed » hwawHu. 
tive, when the hour appfoachfrig •*>'*> 
lieve the guard, Nekayah warned hijn to 

V • * 

retire! left the boat fhould be obferved, 
Dinarbas obeyed, with a promife of te+ 
turning the next evening, < 
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£J.^ARBAS, chamjed wj$ frayiqg 

..feep Nckayah, pccfua4ed > the„ meA, . 
ftj$p,ft accompany Um; : tq { thc tw^/ 
wfygtp Raffias was. confined,. z$jA K ifja^-A 
XiWe> procure Ju* admittance :. the , .afc 
tctppt was .fuccefsful, andwh^f, p^uftep. 
th^ prince nor his iriend j coug f ^jre f . 
cflfcjftcdj however . penctxa^ ^ ^ active . 
wf re their minds, the flave, accpftQjped, 
to combine and to employ ftr#3gemv 
eafily : accomplished. 



»«■■»■»• i 



The prince and Dinarbas embraced each . 
other with equal joy, and ; mutual demon- , 
ftratic>ns of friendship : a$ the, latter ; h*d . 
entered unperceived, they found fufijeient ... 

, v / opportunity 
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opportunity for converfationj and the 
ion of AmalphU rrlatcd to Rafielas all 
that had pafled fince his quitting the for- 
trefsinfeatchofhim. * 




rfi I fought for you long in 
find ~he, : "and afterwards in Arabia 
whfcre,' oh the frontiers, I met, a partjpbif * 
Arafe;' who told me they had feen y&tf* 
ynder tHe guard of Turkifli horftmen; l 
and fuppofed that fou were gone to C&br* 
ftkiitihopaer "'I 1 could not hear of 1 your 1 ' 
eriibarkatidn at Cairo, but continued: ttiy : '* 
vtfyage in J hopes of x finding you at 1 tlie 
court rif ^tlie fufcan/ As that priricfe had 
{hewn openly his difapprobation of the' 
conduft of the late Bafla of Cairo, he was 
fingulatrljr delu'du^ bf paying every' aften- 
r tioh poftitJle i6 the Abiffinian nafioh:*he^ 
had 'heard my name, and had approved 
my afliens'i he received 'rite Wtfr petutfar * 

K 2 courtefy: 
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cothtdfy: he commanded th&t diligent 
fearch fbonld be- made after the prffoner 
for ^homl was come to fupplicate his jul^ 
rice, and named a day em which I was to 
return to know the refult of his enquiries* 

• * * * 

Hi* enquiries were fruitless r hot he told 
nte, that he was not placed on the throng 
&{ Mahomet to abandon the innocent, or 
tfc favour mjuftice ; that many Greek pi- 
rates had lately infefted the leas in his' 
v dominions, and that as it was probabte* 
th£y might have intercepted the Turks, 
with my friend, in their pafiage from Carro 
to Conftantinopie, he had given orders 
for ftri&ly fearching all the^ Greek iftands 
and the coafts of that country; in the 
mean while he defired me to remain at 
his court, and held various difcouries 
with- me on the art of war : he liftened to 
my-aniwers with attention and' compla- 
cency, and difcovered much of the ge- 
* nius 
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oras *nd knowledge for which he ha# 
been fo juftly celebrated in his tranfoSUoh* 
with the Venetians. During my inter- 
views with him, I found how unjtifUy.we 
often attribute to fp&mdb faftidious and 
opprefiive infakace: h$ who finds &in>* 
feif by Kith foperior in *a&k m the f eft of 
mmkwd> can have neither the motives of 
jftdotify* jior of «mtd*ti&f> 1 iu* cpnde* 
feonfitmwHi fcarcely. fee utofadf 0? hi* 
exjtmeif humiiktctl : it is net fo- #uh him 
whb km rifch above' hb equate by the 
caprice of fortune, and whofe ambition 
makes him (till aim at loftier diftin&ions : 
he fears left affability and eafe fhould 
again fink Him to his former ftation ; and 
as his greatnefs is only comparative, he 
thinks Himfelf obliged to fupport it by 
artificial means. Whatever qualities may 
be wanting in fovereigns, courtefy is, I 
believe, rarely among the number ; but 

K 3 this 
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this is not a time to lengthen my ftory 
with reflections. 

<€ Before the vcflels returned, which the 
iukan had ineffectually fent in queft of 
you, I had fufficiently gained his confi- 

*&rice to obtain permiflion to uif£fr~ 
take die fame expedition with my Abiffi- 

> mans. He granted ittte a light- armed gal- 
ley, fkilful mariners, and an experienced 

• pilot : with thefe I vifued not only the 
iflands, but great part of *the continent be- 
long^ to the ^nwnions of tiwfuk«n/ ? 

• *> 

**-•••-■•■---•- '• .•■••^1 v^i'i u v 7, r 
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V) At>VEKTtfRES OF DINARBAS CO^Tf^Eb. 

•-/ • • • / t 

IJ ERE Raffelas exclaimed, '< fitow 
;; often Jpe.l wiffced to yum ^tigfe 
:^<re» celebrated in biftory, a*d fung&y 
<be peqts of £i*iquity J" V ; i • , •?! 



*; /* : j» fi-j 



,d ^ Patac«;.V rq^Hcd, hi* fri<*n& t < f yj®ur 
feifwe; jmrnrnte may Jiereafer ; bffr «to- 
ployed in liftening to the incidents of my 
travels; at prefent, both your curiofity 
and your intereft muft require me to hap- 
ten to a conclufion of the narrative. Not 
finding my attempts fuccefsful, I directed 
my galley towards Candia, where the fleet 
and afmy of the fultan, under the com- 
mand of the grand vizier, had been long 
employed againft the united forces of the 
> K 4 weftern 
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• 

weftern world, who aflifted the Venetians, 
in maintaining a fiege of more than two 
years. As I had now loft all hopes of find* 

# 

ing my prince, I wifhed at leait to teftify 
my fenfc of the fultan's goodnefs to me : I 
happened fortunately to arrive on the eve 
-of the day allotted for the general attack 
pf the place : I obtained permiffion of the 
vizier to head a . con/tderahle body of 
troops, and had the good fortune to carry 
the baftion df Saht* Andrea, one of the 
-mod important of the city: much of the 
ibecefs of the affault was attributed to 
this a&on : I wad loaded with piaifes by 
the vizier, and advanced to the higheft 
commands* The place capitulated foon 
aftrr, and jout army returned triumphant 
to Adrianopfc, where the fvban then was, 
and where the feace> for which the Vc- 
ncrians were obliged tx> fue, the mortifica- 
tion of the haughty princes of Europe, 

and 
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and the defpairof the chief of «hetr reft* 
gion, added new glories to the ri&ovy of 
d\e fukan. His miwiificeiicc was propor.- 
tioned to his fecceflea j he eoafidered a&f 
Services as the moft ligpal, -perhaps bd* 
«*au(e they were voluntary j he reborn- 
^enfed me with fcvereigrity 5 and to £& 
taifn rfce in his 1 dominions, made me despot . 
<ofS«rvia: my kingdom is-orily depend- 
ant 011 the futcaji; fo far as I am obliged, 
to affift hk aMies, and attack his enemies ; 
and I have die next plaoe «o the grand vi- 
sier in the divan. At Adrianople I h<c*rd\' 
'^f your vi&ory wer your brothers, and .. 
of your retreat into this valley. The pw^. 
J «ife which I had given Mekayah \wu$i 
ttot allow rht to difclofe your hiftory *> 
the fufcan 5 but after -I -had made a fife t> 
tny* new dominions, I found him, at my 
return to his cotirt, intcrefted m ydw fe- 
Towy and received from him the account 
'"• . Kj of 



2*2 DINARBAS, A TAiE: 

ttyfyour imprifonment, and of the intrigues 
~ <)f Menas againft you, of the forced retice- 
' itietit 6f the emperor from public bucket, 
'^tid -the death of Sarza. I was furprized 
AI *o fee the facility with which fovcrcigns 
t Cm penetrate into the moftfecret councils 
1 & neighbouring ftates, and the cto^ they 
3 * take to inform themfel ves ofi affairs riith 
0j whkh they - hare no apparent connexion $ 
* j 4riiite thefe who ate deeply conperned ; in 
them are often bhn^ly^gnaraAt^ntio waoft 
effential circumftances. The opportu- 
nity was favourable to me, and I en- 
treated permiffion of the monarch to gp 
as his ambaflkdor to Menas, and to em- 
, ploy his mediation as an ally, to demand 
the restoration of the emperor. He readily 
granted my requeft •, but Menas returned 
me fuch fpecious anfwers, and gave fo 
many apparent proofs of the voluntary 
Ktirement of your father, that I wrote to 

the 



t 



itfap fultan for leave to enter the valleys 
- swari tfiuaot^ by . difcourGng with gur \ far?- 
e . rtiga 4i the; fultan's name, difcover h&lft al 
1 fentirnencs, I left my train at the foftf^fs 
v commanded by my father, where - j ^m 

fliil fuppofed to remain with, &esn * ; £nd 
f difguifing myfelf, found means , to ,ep?er 

the : vaBey with one of die mefl^qgprs 
\ difpatohed fcoa} court with > pref^igg # to 

the emperor ^ but I have not yet btcgtqbk 

toobtaia woefe t^him*" ,. u ^ 

-•*;u\ ;• .:*.: i . i , -\ u. i, • t:: v; N i 
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: - -CHAP. XXX. 

brNARBAs' Visits the em'peror. " .> 

*C* A S 5 E L A S -congratulated Dmattwfc 
* ■• <pn?h»'faccefr at the eourt of the ful- 
4fefc> and thanked him for the offers of his 
%ffiftahce<:;« I fear;" laid he, * the em- 
fr g ft y-will not be prevailed on to replace 
himfelf on the thrones he feerns irifr- 
merfed in- pleafure and infenfibility : he 
fears to think, and ajl means are taken to 
prevent his being undeceived. I am 
alarmed at the rafhnefs of your attempt. 
The valley is filled with emifiaries of Me- 
has ; and fhould you be difcovered, you 
are loft. 

n I have no fears of that fort," replied 
Dioarbas: " the fultan is not of a cha- 
racter 
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rafter to differ tamely ao njuppr-fty few 
arribaflador; tior is Menas hardy cnougjh 
*eo awa&en hi$ auger. fnftFuft me hevr I 
*a» efetaJn -an audJctiee of y®w< &• 
^eher,- and 1 I hare great hopes* f fcfr 4&fe 

« frrft tell me, rt faid Rafie&s/ « whe- 
ther Amalphis and Zilia ftill remember 
mei J have experienced too. jnany. of 
,the, caprices of farauae. to, be,£jixioitt 
after the ptojpSs of ambition, a,od have 
Jfound that .the ojtfy ornament ofproCpei. 
Oty *apd the.^ftl^ oblation in.adverBtyj 
is the iynqp^tbjr.of frtenfifhip and affecr 



J yy 



k * * They -wete tdtally ignorant of ytw 
^tfci* faid Dinarbas* * c and their anxiety 
^s 'greater than I can dfefcrfbe. Avl 
•tfaihot at liberty to d?fcovefto*diem*tiife 
. : whole tfytofitiraflofl, f told'ttertrt 
• *•» . had 
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•had heard of your diftinguUhing yourfelf 
during the war > and that I believed ydu 
*-td be at prefent confined, by the order of 
Menas, in the happy valley. I promifed 
them, at my departure, that they fhould 
foon receive fuller information. Let us 
now confider what methods ^vill prevail 
with the emperor." 

.1 * 

, * • * - * \ 

m 

« i know not," faid Raffdas, < c whe- 
ther we (hall render him a (ervfce in 
tearing the veil which Menas has fo art- 
fully drawn around him; and I doubt 
not that, if he were replaced on die throne, 
■ hfe- would regret the - delight* 61 Ae- hap- 
'{fy- Valley : all I can wifll fpftm yqur 
;/4 ftierfdihip is, that you wiU fciwlcaV*urito 
* '■' cofhvfrrce ftinb of my ijKttcefrc*; *ati* of 
'that of Nekayah* a*dl know no rafter 
J not lVfer means of admittance than- to 
J ^6clairtvyourit4( tfie: fea of Amdpttts: 

*da ^ 
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the fidelity of your father i$ well Jpi6wn 
7t«[ tiw empet-Qr* an<d he wijl ibon®^ j#- 
jnit v*,fuj>je&> than the ambaffador jof* a 
powerful neighbour." . i i /: 



' V 



ff Pardon me> prince/' anfwered pi- 
cartas* «• if; I . &y that you judge , the: 
emperor by your own heart : power coqkt 
not di&ate to you, but fidelity might 
Soothe yop : X wili however try the expQr- 
. dif«t jwjiich you proppfe, but i£ it fyc- 
:0ee4p> 1: Mmm tv» tfop ,rf*ra#er of the 



■ ,■♦ 



<i% -, it ^» 



£J.Dj&a*ba») ftaid till tfce fludesof fijgftt 
lufpmM. hipi tft, depaffi ugptf $eiveji : 
cihuj^broUcftili^ippUiw.pf : Raflelas % jDd 
io *tttt \p j&fotfww:?* s whe«: . Jic Jwas ajgun 
w*eeew«*i4>y Jtfejkayah at»4.Pe^uah : hjfc fe- 
ci late* to. thenn.. his adventures a^dj hjs,ia- 

> j jo difcover himfclf as arabafiader fjrom 

the 
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» « ■ * 

•the ftlttm, tiMhe had founded the dif- 
pofltion of her feflier : * I know,** faid 
flie; * that kh€ fpirit of an emperor of 
Abiflinia can never brook the interference 
of a foreign power. ,r 

' Dinarbas, agamil fus own- inclinations, 

-obeyed the counfel of tihe prmce and. 

"prmceft ^ he announced feimfelf to thfc 

-empejfttf ats the -fen- of Amalphis,. who- 

-had inrtportant affairs to communicate.. 

The fovereign gave for anfwer, that he 

muft apply to Menasj but reeofletftbg 

himfelf that Nekayah and Raffelas had 

r fea*A feng ufl3er'ifoe'guarcl : of AmalphS,, 

•'Se ,, cohduded the ibn might be accorii- 

•pttce of their fappofed? (frimes> ahd eofti- 

'maided ''h3rfi *b enter; ibrhjyhded- With- 

guaiffis/ 4 *- : * - : ' " J 

3« >• ■"» £$n£&flg th&r J delated ^with franknefs 
i«fl*ei«jfgy, alt the ittremtilaheear-of ttfe 
*& wrong 
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wrong done to R&flbhtt ami/the jprinods ;•: 
he fpaned not Menas as tirr usurper f and 
invited the emperor to fertuirn * to h& 
throne, and do juftice to Ms family r but. 
his difcourfe made no other impreffion 
en the monarch than to , convince him 
that RaflWaa muft haw been guilty, •* 
he had betrayed the &b*et of his birth, 
tad that the ion of Aimalpht* was bis 
accomplice. As Djnarbas ootid not ex- 
culpate the prince without accufing Ne- 
JtisyaJfc be biu&ed, «d was embafcrafiecL. 

The emperor confidered this as a fignal 
*£«g*ib> and oomraandad bioi inftAntly 
ift be itaprifimecL . 



3&b»rhas nam thought hhnfclf 4t li- 
berty #> a& ftjaw fefo own $fau be site- 
,ck*fed ; ihimfeJf amtefiWor* fronMfae £*- 
aan, fefltbyhin* in the jrioil opea raap- 
ner to remonftrate with Menas* and, 

^ fliould 
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ihould he not facceed with him, to 
-apply to the emperor, afTure hwfa. *>f 
the fultan's friendfhip, and reinjdate him 
on the throne. 

m 

Awe of fuperior power took place of 
anger in the heart of the Ibvereign : he 
knew not what he was to believe ; but 
.he refolved to iend a meflenger to his 
fbn for inftrudtions, and in the mean 
time to treat Dinarbas with the re- 
fpe£t due to the reprefentative of the 
fultan. 

A report (was fpread next day in. the 
valley, by mefiengers arrived from 
Gonthar, that a confiderable body of , 
Turkifh troops had marched towards 
the frontiers of Abiffinia* This news 
engaged the emperor to pay dill more , 
attention to Dinarbas, and 'even to 

grant 
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grant the requcft he made of vifking 
•Rafiefas as often as he lhauld tbijQk 



froper, 
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CHAP; XXXL. 

SKETCH OF THS TRAVELS OP DINARBAS". 

TMNARBAS forbore to* make any 
remarks to the prince on the con- 
du& of the emperor : he (imply related to 
him what had paflcd * from which Raf- 
felas formed fmall hopes : he found that 
his friend was in fome fort become, on 
his account, a prifoner of fate, and he 
was alarmed at his danger* 

9 

H Fear not for me," laid DiAarbas* 

• 

* I know my fteps are watched, and 
that I muft remain here till the emperor 
hears from Menas j but I hope by that 
lime to have convinced him of your in- 
nocence, and of the neceffity of his re- 
turning to the management o£ public 
.* - • affairs : 



I 
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afiaiix^. «d &vwdgfy I 'believe, «9tr m* 
tiretb but by foitje {pedes of conftraiiK $ 
and none,: 1 a*h coimnced!, • ever Meet of 
rcpentbg the ftep he had taken. Aa* 
thixrity and a&ive life are t#o- nfctonri to 
*bc iijuhV not Co retain their hold, .hote* 
«ver cimomftances. may have at any pe. 
riod weakened their impreffion : the 
fceites of a&ioti : will retrace 'tfehntiefres 
ta<he voluptuary in the feofofti of plea*. 
fimv and* t6 tbe amfcoriie ift«cbe cell <rf" 
aafterisy. When the empere* rfcfledk oA 
die fconverfatrofr I held with him %ft 
flight, he will find die chafrttr of royalty 
again ruih on his' imagination, and widi 
a few more interviews, I hope to rouft 
all his fleeping ambition/ 9 

Raflelas found his iitaprifofflrieri^greati 
ty relieved by the vifits of Dinarbas, whA 
every day informed him of the progreft 

he 
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he made with the eqiperar,< in afwakfcAirig 
his>#nde*aefi for the priacc a^^rin^ 
C0& Raflebs however did ntt wi(fcAgfy 
give way: to hope, and wotild ■■■'dfatff- 
cbangethe fubjtlt of amvtriatitaf '* ty" : 
a&ing Jdinarbas for the detail of his : tt& { 
velsoi thectominton&iaf'tfcc Ktttatiii < >■ -^ 

* i hawre often wilhed to kn<w," feitf 
RaQblas* « whether the Jetties fo bctfpti- 
fidfy defalked by the ancient European 
poecr are really as intepeftihg as 1 *t& 
fhonld believe from their worH did w* 1 
not judge by our own writers of the dm* - 
befyfhments of poetry. I . have, always 
confidcred our total ignorance of other . 
countries as one of the greatdft mi$fot<* v/ 
tunes that attends our government, and 
have tried to obviate this inconvenience 
fear myfclf, as far 4s books could- affift* 



me*" 
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;£:1»>JI»JE wyages in the Ardupqfcg*. | 

an^^^erjaiican," replied Binarbas, | 

"I hflj^ ieen enough to folve ; youn 
q^^ft^ni, nations have difappearcd from 
th& face of the earth, laws have beeai 
forgf^fV and morals corrupted; fa&\ 
nature, th^gh fobjc& to great revoke 
tions, ever remains beautiful in tempe- 
rate climates That poets have been 
thought to emhcUUh nature is an opt- : 
nioji that muft.^aye had its rift ^ndifis : 
cor^nu^pce irt countries where the nor* ; 
the JTi ^lafla. 4efa^ the charms o£ fextiw : 
lity v or vfhf&c, the too ardent rays of. the 
funfliyjup its fdurces-; but in thofe hap- 
py . climes where vegetation is never 
whpUy (topped, poets will be found, 
with all their eloquence, to trace * very - 
faintly the * charms of nature* , The 
AbtfTuiiaa, fcorched on the burning 

fanda . * 
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fends that furrdund him j the Scythian, 
Hiding over frozen rivers, and climb- 
ing m0afcwufts y , whofe dazzling Whitenefs 
makes no diftin#ion to the' fight, can 
hant but a very imperfeft idea of the 
variegated iandfcape that attracts* the 
eyes of' the fortufiatA inhabitant of 
Greece. 



« t 



r 



■ w Ih : thefe 1 celebrated fcenes every 
thing tends to diverfify and heighten 
the beauties of the profpcft: The 
majeftic rocks, glowing with all the 
warmth ' of colouring; the cafcades, 
f efle&ing the azure of an unfullied flcy ; 
the trees, not more various in their 
forms than in their hues; the earth, 
enriched with vegetable production : 
but chiefly that light and tranfparent 
vapofo, which gives the faint blue 

to 
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to the diftant mountains, and the 
iplendid purple to the weftern clouds; 
and, like tendernefs in moral life, foftens 
every object, and diffufes ferenity and 
rapture! RafTelas, thou mayeft think 
me an enthufmft ; yet, hadft thou accom- 
panied rne in the enchanted Jpots where 
I fought thee, thou wouldft have felt the 
fame warmth of fancy, the fame fenfibili- 
ty of heart that tranfported me : thefe are 
the favourite theatres pf.auguft and pleaf- 
ing meditation. How often have I been 
led to adore the goodnefs of the Crea- 
tor of the Univerfe, when wandering 
through fome delightful valley, adorned 
as I have in vain attempted, to defcribe. 
to thee, I contemplated the beauties 
wiiich he has fo bountifully offered to 
man! There fome. majeftic and awful 
ruin would rear its venerable head, and 
filently inftrucr me : every part in thefe < 

L countries 
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countries unites the charms of fituation 
and of celebrity $ no mountain is without 
a name — the ground we tread is confe- 
crated to fame in the hiftoric page ; even- 
fable becomes refpected> and white our 
heart is raited U> heroifm at the pafe 
of Thermopylae, our imagination is 
filled with poetic ardour on the fide 
of Olympus and Parnaflus! In thefe 
places the images of tbofe who were 
moft dear to me, returned with double 
force s I longed fat my father amidft 
the ruins of Sparta, and for my prince 
near the temple of Thefeus ! In the 
flxade of thofe trees, which are the 
progeny of the academic grove, I wifh- 
ed for the afliftance of Imlac to converife 
with Plato and his . difciples ! My war- 
like companions were prefent to my 
thoughts at Platea, and at Marathon. 
In the Talley of Tempe I forgot, 

for 
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for a moment, my hopclefs fituatton, 
and imagined that I jaw Nekuyah befide 
me, the humble and pleafed companion 
of my enthufiaftic raptures* 



h 2 CHAP* 
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.CHAP. XXXIL 

i 

GRANDEUR OF THE ANCIENTS. 

u l TPHOU haft now faid enough/' re- 
plied the prince, <f to be confi- 
dered as an enthufiaft by the greater part 
of mankind, by thofe whofe hearts are* 
fteeled, or whofe heads are ftupified by 
intereft or gaiety: happily we are not 
.heard by them in this prifon, where, if 
OW bodies are inclofed, our minds are 
at liberty j a privilege not always attain- 
able in the world. But, to return to thy 
travels, haft thou obferved many of thofe 
monuments of ancient grandeur and ele- 
gance, of which the few fcattered remains 
afforded me fuch delight in Egypt ?" 

" The effect which thofe buildings 

produced 
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produced on me," laid Dinarbas, « is far 
fuperior to my powers of description ; 
the noble fimplicity of the Grecian tem r 
pies, the eleganpe of their .proportion, 
the harmony of their parts, and the . ma- 
jefty of the whole, give an impreflion 
of awe and of fatisfaftion, which no mo- 
dern building affords* I have never yet 
been able to comprehend how the tafte 
of any architect fhould be fo - ftrangeiy 
depraved, as to permit him to. view un*- 
moved thofe ftately fabrics, and vainly 
imagine he could, by mean plans, dis- 
proportionate combinations, and glitter- 
ing deformity, give dplight to rational 
fpe&ators: yet fuch artifts have' been 
found, and they have not wanted pro- 
tectors. He, who built the mofque of 
S ta Sophia, undoubtedly fuppofed he Had 
raifed an eJifice that would fhow how 
far the elegance of the golden age, in 

L 3 which 
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which he lived, was Superior to the bar- 
barifm of that which faw the elevation of 
the temple of Thefeus. It has ever been 
the irremediable error of weak minds 
and degenerate nations, to fubttitute orna- 
ment for proportion, curious "rtiinutenefs 
for majeftic "beauty, and heterogeneous 
variety for harmony and grace. 

" Our fpires, our turrets, and our 
many-coloured roofs, are become odious 
to ftiy ejresi fince I have Wield fimpl£ 
city Jmd elegance on the deiblate' fhores 
of Greece: nor did the architecture alone 
take pofleflion of my imagination i j 
found the' feme chara&eriftic ' feature in 
all their remaining produ&ions. Their 
inferiptions arc lofty, pure/ and ener- 
getic, they feem only written to convey 
the meaning, and the flowers of elo- 
quence fpfing naturally from the fub* 
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je6t. Tlieir ftatyes, not writhed into dif- 
tortion to catch the eye by forced con* 
traits, are fimple and beauteous like na- 
ture itfelf, which they reprefent in the 
general effeft, more than by defcending 
into little peculiarities : every figure 
fpeaks to the heart; we co&feis the in- 
fluence of the paffiori it breathes, or the 
reipeft it infpires. But,* in the works of 
modern art, even among its beft per- 
formances, our mind muft have the la* 
bour of combining particulars, before 
we perceive the general effeft : we ap* 
prove or critjeife ere we' can feel, and 
therefore fcarcely feel at all. When 
we contemplate the mafterpieces of the 
ancients, o&r fentimwts are imfliediatelj* 
engaged, our imagination is interefted* 
and the firft impreffion muft begin to 
weaken before we can defcend ta . minute 
examination > yet even then wie- admire.* 

L 4 we 



214 DINARBAS, A TALE: 

we fee that, as in a well-ordered king- 
dom, though fome parts are inferior, 
they are in their place, and contribute 
tp the beauty of the whole. 

.. Cf Such, in the view of moral or po-' 
litical greatnefs, if we examine hiftory*' 
was the condu<5t of the illuftrious men 
of ancient Greece and Rome: their en- 
terprifes were rlaft, sand their minds ca- 
pacious > they formed a comprehenfive 
plan, and a&ed up to it. It is not by 
adding ant little idea to another, that 
perfection is infenfibly attained. Alex- 
ander had conceived his fcheme for the - 
conqueft of the eaft, before he left his, 
native Macedon* nor did Csefar take 
the command in Gaul, without a pre- . 

i 

vious defign of becoming the firft in the 
republic. I am not furprifed at the po- 
licy of ou* courts, which ufually ex-. 

eludes 
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eludes their fubje&s from all communi- 
cation with the knowledge of Europe : 
in order to confine us to narrow views, to 
indolent magnificence, and, if I may io 
exprefs it, to living by the day ; this is the 

s i 

fureft foundatioh for ddpotifm : the mind 
being eafily reduced to ina&ivity, when 
its flights ard not allowed to go beyond 
a certain extent." 

" All this is true," faid Raffelas, €€ yet 
I cannot fee what the fovereign gains by 
debating the faculties of hisfubje&s: 
a good prince will be rejected and be- ■ 
loved by a wife nation, *and, what he- 
can never rely on from a herd of willing ' 
flaves, will ' be fure of their fidelity : 
he will not be defetted at the firft ap- • 
pearance of a foreign enemy, or do* 
meftic ufiirper, who,, in , our deipotic • 
governments, obtains the feme tribute o£. 

L 5 obedience 
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obedience as the rightful monarch, be- 
caufe he has the fame authority, that of 
terror. What elfe could have fb calmly 
placed Menas on* the throne, at the ex- 
pence of liis brother's life, and his fa- 
ther's fovcreign dignity ?" 



CHA P. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

, 4 

THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS ACCOMPAHV^ ■ 
. THEflR FjVTJHEJL TO GQKTtf^IU 

TQINARBAS atJeogiK.prev«lcd.on 
the emperor .to vifit Nekayah, whofe . 
innocence it wa* eafy. to prove,, and, whofe? , 
tendernefs and eloquence fooq convinced 
him of the truth of Rafielas : after a fhorc 
ftruggle between pride and paternal af- 
fe&ioq, the. prince, was T juftified and re- 
' s ftor?d to liberty.. 

The. difficulty now remained to force 
. Menas to, reflgn . a , throne jp which he « 
was fupportcd by his own guilt and that ^ 
of traitors^ who. muft defend him becaufe 

they were his accomplices. It was pfoba- 

• » 

ble pat with the afliftance of Amalphis, 

L 6 and 
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and from the fame of Raflelas, the troops 
might have been engaged to declare for 
their former fovereign ; but their officers 
had been changed, men devotfed to Menas 
ndw commanded them* and it was not 
eafy, in cafe they were difpofed to fe- 
cond the efforts of Raflelas, to commu- 
nicate any plan by which they might aft* 
without expofing themfelves to the fury of 
the reigning party, before they could have 
a chief to fupport them* 

The authority of the fultan might be 
cafily exerted : he had warmly offered 
his mediation; and what fovereign will 
not warmly offer his mediation in the 
differences of his lefs powerful neigh- 
bours ? This difpofition of the Turks 
gave pain to Raflelas: he would have 
preferred any other method of reinftating 
his father on the throne of his anceftors : 
"■> but 



rr 
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but his difguft to foreign aid he foon 
found to be fruitlefs. The report of a 
Turkifh army marching towards the 
frontiers had not been without founda- 
tion ; and more certain accounts arrived 
of their having penetrated into the heart 
of Abiffinia. It was faid that Amalphis 
and his garrifon, who- were entreated 
to join them, remained neuter, but had 
not prevented the train of Dinarbas from 
following them ; that Mfcn^as, at the head 
of his troops, was gone out to meet them, 
and that a decifivc battle might foon be 
expefted. 

• 

' It was now time to aft : Dinsyrbas ob- 
tained permttfion of the emperor to join 
the Turkifh army, where his prefenoe 
was neceflary, to prevent many irregula- 
rities. The confufion was become ge- 
neral* and the valley was no longer ftri#- 

Ijr 
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ly guarded : the emiflaries of Menas be- ■ 
gjtn to pay their court to the emperor and . 
his party, and fuffered them to enjoy all- 
the liberty they defired. 

Dinar}>iis haftily advanced towards 
Qpntfw, near which place he had been 
told the twqarjnies lay encamped. He 
hoped by intimidating Menas, tq make 
him. refiga the. crown,, ancj, after replacing . 
tbp eipppror on jhe. throne, to conduit the 
fijltan's tcQops back to his dominions j 
byt, on his approach, he. was met by the . 
principal officers of his train, and die, 
chiefs of the army, with the head of Me- 
nas : they informed him of their vi&ory, • 
a&d of ,the flight of the ufurper. under a * 
mean difguife, in which he was flopped • 
arid, put to death* They invited the foot, 
of Amalphis to fhare their triumph, and . 
decide, the fate of the ptifoaexs, among, 

♦ whom 
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whom were the principal minifters and 
favourites of Menas, 

Dinarbas, in confequence of the ful- 
tan's mandate, delivered to him by the 
chiefe> aflymed the command of the 
army, entered Gonthar> and difpatched 
meflengers to the happy valley, entreat- 
ing the pretence of the emperor and Raf- 

The death. of Meoas made little im- 

<•♦ •, -«. 4 ...... .* 

preffion on "his father,' but deeply affedt- 
ed Raflelas and Nekayah : they had, how* 
ever, the confolation to refledt that they 
were innocent of his fate, and accom- 
panied the emperor to Gonthar, attended* 
by the lady Pekuah, Tmlac, and the aftro* 
npmer, whom they had reftored to liber* 
ty, as foon as they were ' reinstated in the 
favour ortlieir father. 



CHA»i' 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

INCONVENIENCES OF FOREIGN AID. 

*TPHE emperor refumed with joy the im- 
perial dignity, but made few refleftions 
on the revolutions which replaced him on 
the throne ; and, being afked what was to 
be done with his former favourites, he 
coolly ordered them to execution. Raf- 
felas, however, obtained from him their 
pardcn, on condition of their perpetual 
imprifonment, and the fovereign men- 
tioned them n* more. -•-.•>. 

• » . - 

.. He likewife complied with the requeft 

of Raflelas to fend a meflenger to the fof- 

trels of Amalphis, to demand Zilia in 

marriage. As Ihe was the fifter of his 

deliverer, 
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deliverer, whom he loaded with praifes 
and thanks, he no longer confidered th6 
alliance as derogatory from his dignity. 
A train of women and.flaves accompanied 
the meflenger, to honour the royal bride ; 
and letters from Raflelas, Nekayah, and 
Dinarbas, informed Amalphis .and ZiHa, 
that the prince and princefs, formerly cei 
lebrated by fame for their fufferings, $nd 
now for a happy reverie, were the guefls 
whofe fociety they had enjoyed in the 
fortrefs. Thefe letters contained a minute 
detail of all the public events, and the , 
fentiments of Raflelas on his change of 
fortune. Amalphis was^ invited to court 
with a confiderable command in the 
army. 

Raflelas impatiently expe&ed the am- 
val of Amalphis and Zilia, and in the 4 
mean time faw with grief the diforder ' 

which 
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which reigned in the capital and its en- 
virons, from the licence given by the of- 
ficers of the Turkifh army to their nu- 
merous troops. Dinarbas, though inveft- 
ed with the chief command, found it di£* 
ficult to exercife fevere authority over 
foreign foldiers elated with viftory, con- 
fcious of- belonging to fuperior . power, 
and of having conferred afiiftance. * The 
officers were haughty and extravagant in 
their demand, the men riotous and ava- 
ricious; the highways were infefted by 
their outrages, nor were the houfes of 
the inhabitants of the city prote&ed from 
their l^wlefe infolence. In vain did Di- 
liarbas attempt, by alternate menaces and 
foothing, to reduce them to difcipline j 
the timidity of the Abiffinians had given 
them an advantage which they had no 
inclination to rciinquifh : a reinforcement 
was advancing from Egypt; the fultan* 

cither 
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cither not being yet informed of the fuc- 
cfefs of the enterprize, or choofing to feci** 
litate and give validity to a treaty of alli- 
ance with Abiffinta, by the prefence of a 
formidable army. 

" Pjinee," faid Dinarbas to his friend, 

« I am fcnfible that I have involved yo* 

in all the prefent difficulties, by ralhly 

engaging the fultan ia your intercft :. your 

•doubts were juftly founded, and I know 

not how to extricate you from the danger 

of which I Have been inadvertently the 

caufe. I( I depart for die fultan's court 

to : remonftrate witlv him on the condud 

.of . his* troops, I leave them without a 

chief tq reprefs in any degree their ex- 

ceflcs., I have written to entreat him to 

recall them, hut 1 have no reafon to 

hope, from the prefent appearance, of 

things, that my requeft will be granted 

without 
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without a demand on his Tide, of concef- 
fions injurious to your honour.' r 

" Dinarbas," anfwered the prince, " if 
we were to be accountable for the ill fuc- 
cefs of every good intention,' we muft 
fuppofe ourfelves endued with general 
preference, a quality inherent in the Di- 
vinity alone. Your proceedings were open, 
and juft, and you hadm> reafoif to ima- 
gine that the Turkilh arm yt would be 
lawlcfs arid ungenerous : we are pot yet at 
fured whether the. fukan is. in fault; if he 
is not, he will recall his troops \ but if he 
perfifb in treating us like a conquered 
kingdom, we have a right to confider him 
as our enemy, not our benefaftor \ and his 
enmity is perhaps not fo formidable a& 
the world has been taught to fuppofe* 

'^By the accounts thou haft often given 
me of the ficge of Candia, he owes that 

conqueft 
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couqueft more to the divifioa of the ene- 
- my, and to the lingular bravery of fome- 
of his officers, among whom thou haft 
been particularly diftinguifhed, than to 
the general tenour of his condudt : it is 
even probable that all his efforts would 
have proved fruitlefs, had not the Venetians 
, been abandoned by their allies. They who 
truft to the mutability of courts, and to the 
complicated intercfts of governments, will 
find themfelves deferted like the Vene- 
tians, or menaced like ourfelves. The only 
way to make allies ufeful, is to be refpeft- 
able without them. 

i* Confider how a fmall ifland in the 
fame feas, merely from the courage and 
conduft of its defenders, vi&orioufly 
refitted' the attacks of the moll formi- 
dable and raoft numerous armies of the 
Turks, headed by their ableft generals. 

" I have 
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u I have not the hopes of forming 
ihftantaneoufly a well-difciplined army, 
but I have at leaft learned not to fear un- 
governable multitudes j and if I am com- 
pelled to take up arms, I fhall dread 
more the imputation of ingratitude than 
the power of the fultanV" 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

DXATH OF THE EMP£ROR. 

H^HE emperor did not long furvhre 
his ufurping fon : he was, like many 
other men, folicitous for the events that , 
might happen after his death, though he • 
had been carelefs of what had been done 
in his life-time : all wifh to extend their 
irifhifcnce beyond the grave, and few ap- 
proach their end without making lbme 
reflections on their paft exiftence. Tfofe 
mind of the emperor wa£ lefs weakened 
by age, than enervated by indolence and 
pleafiires i when infirmity obliged him to 
retire from diflipation, thought returned* 
upon him more forcibly} his tendefnefs k 
for Riflelas and Nekayah redoubled as 
he vras- about to quit them. " " My chil-' 
8 dren," 



droi>" laid he* f I fMl:a^er>le*fc£j)*ffr 
precepts ftor example ; i «a* ^tAp^kea 
feech you to beware oFjmyiCsrrors, '^uid, if 
poflibk, to caft a veil over my faolti^I 
have, by indolence, brought my kingdom 
ioto greater diftrcfies, than the moft croclt 
and avaricious tyrants hate . ever ocfSaH± % 
oned. '*-* '.r-si-sii 5*.» 



:•' • i 



•«? I am no«r convinced thatinaftivity 
is generally the fource of-drime : it? is 
fcgrceiy^ poffiblc for the man who 'tides 
nothrog to t?e free from'tgaifc $ we, Snpir- 
ticuiar, arq placed/ ih. a: lpheuei irf'Whkh 
it is. our duty no direct, like th» pik>t, who, 
if hfc negk<5b\thp rudderfbr an kiftarft, is • 
in.dw^er.of feting the vdflkl dbfhed on 
the ♦neightoourmfe nick. Yet are hot Wy*-'- 
faulft wthout xxjxnuarion ; a T rtviftaken 
notion .of humanity has made md detefr - 
war* And -confeqoently neglect my army * 
il the 






ttp<d#r*i>f h««g 4ovc4 has induced me 
to CQflrt; jt^e friaid Aip 1 of my flaves/and 
you fee the gratitude of my favourites : a 
mind not uninformed nor incurious led 
me natttrsffly to the love of am and 
fciences ; but thte inclination has been 
falfely turned to thofe of luxury and 
ambfement, rather than to thofe of politi- 
cal rtiote^uriHty. H£dI^fleflredfuffi- : 
cierit fenefgy of mind to roufe itiyifelf &dm 
the ilhafions that furroiihded the, I iiught 
have feenthe filllacy of my idea? a* fooh 
as I had attempted to inveftigkc^diemi 
But the <ktam Was prolonged by all who 
lame near mej the vicious offered to me 
hew fc hemes of diffipitioft, and even the 
virtuous praifed me for that gentlenefs 
and good-nature, which they celebrated 
as fuperior to the (hining qualities of the 
conqueror. 5 War is, undoubtedly, flioek- 
ing to humanity; but while we five 

M amongft 






» 



*mdngft< ihdrtk%w<&s«^ >ty^ 
^aflicms^ we muft be ever ready 'ta^gftnd 



thofe committed 10 our ttet. 



9 * 9 






« Thou,, rny fori* towhqijv^am ra- 
ther confefling my own : errors tbaix^pn^ 
Veying inftruction, haft the activity/ and 
tectitude which I have wanted. ,,. L before 
that royaky will not fhakc thy ^tfyes* 
yet eonfider how different is tlje jtate,.of 
the fubject and the ; foverc;ign, the fMfince 
and die king. Thou wilt foon be abfolute 
mailer ofj vaft dominions; and, what isftill 
more dangerous, jxjafter of .thyf^l£ ( with' 
^othingf t^cpntrbl,, and every thing. tf> 
miflead.thpe* ^yhy, is. profperity* more 
dangerous than adverfity? Becaufe it 
leaves .no obftaple to our will ; becaufe 
we have no reftraint upon, our p^flions, 

and, having, no i difficulties, to ftruggle . 

* ■ ■ * * * » 

with, fall indolently,. -aflcep in. the lap of 

4 pleafure. 



* »» 
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pleaRire. We often owe our prefervation 
from final ruin to temporary evils. May eft 
thou be preferred in dighfty £nd honour 
by gentler means, by reafon and virtue I " 

Thus did the eipperor lament die errors 
of his former conduct, and warn his ion 
fegainft the like misfortune! Raflelas re^ 
ccivid his exhortations wkh refp^or, and 
(boa after, with tears of filial piety* fa# 
his remains depofited in the tomb Of hid 
anfceftoh. : 



Ma chap* 
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REFLECTIONS OF RASSELAS ON 1 HJ§ v jfl£ 

?.*> yr.vxtaBwir to the 'YHkoHft! - '^ 

TD AS&ELAS was now, iprightnirf 
f . r fecccffioo, ^od wkh t be: gcrtccat «c^ 
qtamattona of thti rptapfo proclaimed tan* 
peror of Abifllnia. He was not ebct&d 
with the dignity i he looked round the fe- 
ptfdiral monuments of &£ ftfytf-ioufe, 
and he could not, withbtit tt tfftfi&<&Mjr 
tefleteioh, contemplate the forftfcfc^c^i 
father and three brothers* Who] & fMfcfok 
a fpaee otf time, had finilhe* &ei^*5ta& 

amidft tlie troubles in whtetf &£4kd& 

• 

had bcin plunged^ s ' -^ >rhcrm 

-^r-jjhfiw.';,^ he to Nekajj^^ 
{.tfjipm he wa^. neyer feparateci, " there 

are 
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are the ftcps by which I have afcended 
the throne. O my fitter ? we are gufltlefs 
of thefe deaths but 'let us be wartied by 
the a , vfolfcene. Our Creatdr alone knows 
Row inany years, months, or days will is* 
volte before we become inhabitants of 
the filcnt manfion- but* as Ms goodhels 
|*raiks us a free agency in ' this liM, 3$t 
us efcdeavour to a& fa as to obtain more 
than Sr ban mero6rial that we h#re i*'~ 
ifted. 



1. 1 . .1*. * . 






^ Let us not entertain in impious >£ : 
fWfj bec?ufc we>avefecn,and ayp$ed 
thte errors df our race* let us offer wp^ur 
&*A& to Hbaven fdr r 'the greateft of id 
fcleflftgsi that of -ijmnocence. ./Borii wit^ 
the feme) frailties as thofe whofe mortal 
remains fill thefe mar&le tthi^^W 
might, like- them/ have been the iport of 
eontending paffions, and at laft the vie- 

M j tims 



*- * 
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prgs of their ivry ! We ihpujd npw 4flfr. 
fcrfe execratipn, where they mep«^q^ 
paflion, if with more inftruftion, with, 
better friends, and efpeciaUy wjpti, the 
knowledge of adverfity,. we had enaqd lilftB 
them. Xhou, Nekayjh* bpfi^ a caim apfr. 
lerene'part.to aft . tl^o^J^E^^^ej^. 
fore le£ difficult dian' tqipp. . Yc^h^j^ 
ambitious wilhes have Ipog g#fepl;,3lt 
fcveVeign power, .could * W : %J^M 
of Raflelas, you would fear to fink un(]$r 
the burthen of cares and duties -which - it 
u^>o4p5 Of» you. . •.'■!'»>• 

"' Nckayah! let us leave this *&&$£ 
cpnternplation ; npt tlie^eadybi^^^. 

$*{*» of JUffeJas} ; if to, bp' i^qr^ a^ 
jwweffuf ^rbjpatpr of vp^kh^l ljjf , «fc 



> r 1.. . . • « "'* • ••-? 
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foftnt* Ml. &Wft> lo»fe a*§fc of .thissf ec«|>-i 

I, , v ,i ■ t, ., , :J ... J, ..• j. . r. ..;■ ' ■ '* I 

r ^5a^hg -fc < fe^d, ' fefc ^ephrt^khtWght- 
fi&.« £* » fbe>. e&tnakse; o£ lib psfarie, he* 
rpfff; the * chief *f thai (laves whom He* had* 
cKJ^djrafl 1ft Ac fortrcfi. * Ho anxieufljr 
e*#nit4 .whether .ZiB*,aiafr Amidols * 
^re ^rriv^aod lifhtoed -withJtiie g*eitefl£ 
agitator* t^^/oltowifig anfir en > ; <#V 

ABr^ j§.qvei«ign ! i»he? .' ftf wp*! 

» ft* • . « * * ^^ » " 

only at the 'diftancc.gf % &(% j*ttWi 
from the fbrtreis, the meflenger who was 
charged with your letter fuddenly dif- 
appeared: we fearched for him long in 
▼aih 3 -and, during this delay, received * 
Ae news* of our late emperor's death*' 
and off your majefty's ; acceflion to the* 

L 

imperial £ower: we proceeded to the 

caftle, where we related the purport of 

our miflion, and the lofs of our creden- 

•* a i » u M 4 tials : 
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tk*: wc infcrmerf the governor of Ac 
various events which had contributed to 
.{dace yovtoi) the throne* ^ndwc found 
he had long ibppofod you to ht tiit 
fisbe hero vttpfe prtftMQ ibririerly ho- 
noured hi* manfion j but, hbwjjreat was * 
*W Airprife; 'whrrt w<f ^bWtf&fcfl 
fefttad of ^piyii& ! wM& 

manding u$ta. aflbre the tm\f&Bf$Pi8r 
inviolable fidelity, faid he waited your 
ft&*'ptfM'fcr 'f^^^g^mr^t 
ffittiotof y&r ftro!*P' *** ' wd *1 ^^ 

3*?,/*.i .fji ;U:uU9 ^ 4i ; \ i».niwab^O€J3 agist 
iliiii! t.iiv ; .it v.:; I) •^i.?^ia!Jlto*ri> 

L> :,'\ i ..t! *«*. i- -aw Y'- 1 -t*to- • ** 1L * 
<r.j b; ^'jd'...' :i i ^ • sm -avivr^ but 

f-,!lH. 1 •"?-'» «*» A*. 



COlMMA , &ON , Wl&&«lLAS. V* 
tETTW or 2IUA^ ./ii.v. m;A. 
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TO AS^EI^AS found the, letter ^j. 
... fom 2;^ ,and. Qpeoedv K yri$i •%$ 
finite hnpatfencp ; * was conceited i» 

ruling principles -o^afe, lft : fny ,%«*% 
reign pardon me if I difdofe my heart 
to Raflelas : think, O prince I what muft 
be my foliations, when I learn that, for- 
tune and thy own- merit liave placed 
thee in a rank above my fbndeft hopes ; 
and forgive me if I fay, beyond ray 
wlfhes. Had I at firft inlpired $hce with 
that confidence which my heart tells me 
I deftra, I ibould mfc ftotf*bte eo*-' 
A a n » Ms" pelted 



n 



pclkd to a£fc a painful, and apparently; 
ah ungrateful part ; but as thy prudence 
was then fuperior to thy paffioh, and as, 
fince that time, every thing has prevents 
ed thee fronV conveying to fine thy lea* 
*jgg?&.# „e^lanation.^na^rnese^i% 
W .fy ^¥ ?ti&»i^.*&t&k m * 



<f I thank thee for the aflurance &at 
thou wilheft me to lhare thy honours; 
bfct? dttft thfe wlffi arife frbm a fabulous 
obfetVahce of thy promife/ or 1 frdm^CTtar 
aJRr<5hon which firff diftated Ay Vows ? 
The Hep thou haft taken is a pro!t#*oF 
thy principles, but -not of tfiy 'lent?- 1 
merits,' ZiSa could tiever doubt &£' 
honour of Raflelas ; but is fhe alTiired^r 
ttslove? * • '/■'• 

.,. 55 Attend. ta v mft Q pnjwsl Tfcft 
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&p thy W&^s;'!1ifbvmftdmeii»/fiMi 'me,? 

i^tmb po^ll^ rto! 

lbtagei^dtaiwfc .CdKftilc tftyfdfp rcflc6& 
wh^bw tbcc^um'ftfifnces which coft-" 
fttai&id* dtfee; uhirmg: a timi, toiAabitJ 
ttte fottrc& f G0Mttdn*d : b^ mp fkhtrj 
dt& hoc favour an iflufionc think whp«: 
tt*f , I ki die midfti c€ f the feri6as,a«l jm^ 
portant fenes in which thoui haft twe*> 
fince engaged, the image of Zilia has 
iirt^riaWy prefented rtfelf to thy memory* 
Haft' thou* the fame fcntimetrts j ^oni 
which we fometimes derrml* the Mghctt* 
feficky, antK often the mofl? ahx&usr !8UM 
cittkte, 'when wandering beneath *thefti 
4qfty paltn trees that overlook the piking 
of Abiffirriai arid the diftant mountain^ 
whence- the Nile derives; ibs fotfreei thoit 
wtilildft oftbn fa^ that'joyj pfcsftw* Shd 
content wtre -fa tins foVordB,' &i# a* fart 
V? ••' Mtf i yond 



r 



bled ocean? Was not this iHufian>"M&i» 
lis ? > Haft. Aon not found in that defers 
flWfers W tatfthttttd by '**< hm&l of 
23EB-; ttvftat trowtted ocean* « hariwunr 
Idfc fatncd-bf her care ?■ ^«ke iriklfcbf 
tty'fulfcrirt^ hafT-thw wtihtti to^wdfr 
*$"&# into hei» ffitbfcl b*fcih? HxSL 
titfu 'at leaft Aooght • bw -worthy, of tftwt 
fcdnfetenee^ >'>■■;■.■■>'' j -Jc- &, Kn. 

«rff iBlaba, pn<hiaiis of sty h^art f)t?Pr 
ptikddwfc to fiwmftn ZHwit^i^effuit 
«f; Qflkntbatti fcs rwitt cbs.j,;ti$ty ,(ipa£ 

SWWJ flic grift wcept h*£pkK& an4 Jfo( T 

fi*rti»«c,,proiinfe» $#<. w»Ui iifayo^te^- 
ifi^i.'iedtJC trf <ejbo9ent» ; co.djibffcad;,-, 
roiaatipft of-tajr* virtues, and |q, prayer % 
Ajtf pfcnp***? :. Ra^ftla^ thou ai$ Jsge,: 

»i«evcti»lth jjflfieer^IJwofTrft H# &. 

.vi.uuo^^ •. dictated 
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">< • It .ftt tefeoSfelet** <<fcferite$ej$tfff 
ri*tts<*ral*' which &a$lasJr^ tha iegjm 

changes ik: woidd'have revival, $vyft 
•eafcr thought j but the i(nfp?fljoft 
^cb her virtue* tad made on, hyn» ,wft 
not capable of diminution. He kwed Jb& 
with unabating fondnefs and unlhaken 
cdhftaftcy 1 : {He Y«lt aad ; apphwded the 
fltfteaey of' Iter fefirimenw, and hdooedp- 
atety dypattfbed the (ante fta*e*»«o>thc 
foTtfefe, u with : letters t» AmalpMiia nani 
2Blia> J that' ftfficieaify afiured fbeht Jim* 
rrtr«sfla*r «6 his happinefi ma«-)itb^r 
fpec^ anivAL He Wok- care «h«ta 
ftrorigei' ' guard IhouW accdftipaofttfeefe 
atteftdamsj ' as he fcppofed the &$&«* 



treacherous communication with, 'thfc 
Turks: he had long ferioufly reHedted 

^ ^-««sedHja* ttepitf&z^nfce* ^tad 
w^d<<:iofcffltl»i&iiif idt****^ 

¥"^^fe^tha&3iai^hi|n«gi». id b H 
-f.o'.-r-q-. i ...-:.. Jjr ,j . 1: ■£,-■& . i;: - ';. 

K.vr ,i,a.l at' y.vr .; '.>:.:{ £ y;tiy •; ii rf ■ ' -j* 

l*i fcsvoi ?H j'v'iuupifniMo tU.iqr. *m 
awferflra; Lns rfo.-bao'l u.:ii«!i;fu «1- V 
wh bthuduqt txut :7i ?i T ^ a /* Kn 
*;L'£nH:i L\:-: t /.\\T:t..;^ ;:J J V. •> .*,: : b 
*ib c; >^:\ : .vi'^Ii.W' .-..:* - — .. 
*i*«: ei;qx:-..A erf a;^tJ3l &b:n € tt:,itr*.> 
mid fiui* :*«^;jo \4.n5.\vM> irrij c^ % £ 
ii rx i. • ti. *v a7 >«i - n *A «•■ i ■ *$ ■ •• • .. v >: 

* *• \ , 'cox i u #j\ • .; ' • ■• .. 
iwicf. •**:* grujfe **?*'«»•■ ^^#3r^ 



io ^.v.,;iv"i U'l « yaw :":V £i>blifrm 
*n "'< * - : r r?: : «.uot 'H .^r»r*J* >»* 

* " i 

inu m' • ■->. -Ai n: rit bW. u : '" i r '' ■'* 

. r •* r f jf 

t •» <■ ■/■* • » • •• «*.-*! ♦ • t «*> All 

BJ^^5.EJL)AiSr.fai^vaa.am&affid(i^' cot 
r the iiltarn wid} 4dtttowi, in which htt 
ratuhrtd hiiarftlnnUs ft* the affiftaabe *fi 
hut t^pefis -y v iequcftq£ thei . »tti*uaMd 
of hb friej?dfl3dp, but* at thri %sfe 09*1 
iaformed huaq, thati botwithflandiog the* 
dare and diligence b£ Pinanbqsi tha in^; 
fofeace and? irrcguUric^ o£ the officer* 
a^d men wJi^.kfuficrahkj^ ; andjthaodi» 
kingdonj. could not bei *a% r ,peae^: tifc 
they were renacweb! 'Hc/.«>ffiiitd>to de«* 

fiajrdi thc^expences ofthns war* v . i 

• ..... 

♦ 1 ii ♦ 

• I tiwil * • • . » 

i 

While Raffelas waited the anfwer of 

thtt fi^ton* ^eiiapplicd iumfelfc with tm- 

I. iuis remitting 



* ■w * 
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remitting vigilance to the (taming 6£* 
an army. He found many obftaclcs 
arjfing from the anarchy and confufion 
which had lately reigned in Abiffinia : his 
former inftru&ions were negle&ed* but 
he had not loft the affe&kw of the 
troops; and what wilT not inchiftry atr 
tain when afiifted by power ? He foon * 
(tit the fidutary eflfe&s of his refokition. 
The Turkifh army, intimidated by die 
improving forces of Raffelas, , became 
more courteous and left rapacious,} yet 
ftill he impatiently wiihed their i!emaval ' 
from his dominions; fearing left their 
wfcnt of difdpline fhould lirfcBt Ks "army, 
*ad their magnificence and luxury renew 
a defire for that (plendoMr, which J^ 
been carried to the moil reprehensible 
height cjuring the reign of his father. / 

A 



" He A waT'fotin made happy ty the * 

amvai 
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. a^|vd of Ain^Ms gnd 2?iia. Conym^ 
ccd off, the fentitpents of Ritf&las^ fhejio;; 
longer ^ b^itited to accompany her StheF 
to Qoritha^. They : were received /afftidft: ; 
the aedamatfons of a" people who f cori- ■ 
fidcred the felicity of their feyercijgn^ks , 
tKwroW- >A day^was fixed for file ce-* 
ItbfatiW of the marriage, whfeti wa^ to ^ 



the late emperor, JDmarbats an4 Ne- 
kayah had a more particular lhare in the 
-*n*ri! joy, ^Raflelas wittingly beft^wv: 
1 % 4 fitter on hi* fricifci 'and T£n&&tor; . 
and mppcwtisd the ™me time tor theft 

.• v . . » . i y \ ... i 

rtnnohs We?e x to fellow his counfels ih* 
aH <thtf r£&r&<i ] tK* ti^it^y dip^'' 
nfept* apd fconfci*£oniu&the fbprcm^ 



afl*Pfc" iwdr.tljp-4YeiwaWe, chief, •**•* 
ewplojrpmt wWjti »high 'my £>yer.ei#i,» 
hp5«ttS|-OW» and, ^ hppe t by .th^per^ 
f 9f»J9jnp»¥"iPy4^ty, not fi^pfiov* ; p%-s 

fym ^pfpls .^s para, ^fopj. wl.-itetf; 

fined to one fpot, I muft have natijrsHjr f 
leflencd my general experience in the 

^S^'A.^ffiWand^ bjecjU^mj^bH. 
1 fcpa^nct:o^ feel, 



/ 
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feel^ that, when I feck for officers of me* 
r&.my thoughts will fcarcely ftray be- 
yond my garrifon i therefore r might i$ot 
only commit injuftice with relped^ *$ 
many of whole w<jrth \ 3m ignorant, but 
likewiie do irreparable injury to your 
%Tice^ 4f I was to u^iderfialte 4*M: 

ttJN^.ofenjfdojajRao. 



f JL 



i<^ <p .^ fo W ^i|^ gw4e4 ■ by. ^ 
1 ' \9», of <th* nation* *&& -jhfi JWjfc 
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I CHAP. XXXIX. vm,n 
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i ASS EL AS TAKES A VIEW OP THI'UOSS)'' 
" * tATWM OP ABISSINfA.'^- 3f1 - 

hpHE 'fuitan fent an ambaftaflofc '«* 
Raflelas in return; and, while he 
congratulated him on his acceflSon'' to 
d#* thrbneV and proiinHc3 ' t<i recall hte 
4brte4 u he -propofed a treajj? of ailiince; 
the ttrms of which we're hightyi 
to (he honour- and- Ifrtfrtft of 
The ftiltan demanded, tin virttrc V thi* 
alliance, the ceffion of a cohfidertoble 
part in the Red Sea, Which had kmg 
beeo the objeft of Turkiih ambiti&*v 
atfd was rot only die greatdk mart ^ 
Abiflnian commerce, bat die beft faft- 
guard of Ae ooafts* This propokl ktt* 
hen made «> the late cmpcwr, who* 
t by 
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by the intrigues of his minifters, wai 
nearly led^W % accep$ jt, .jflj confident 
tion of a large fum offered by the Turks* 
if h^.lia^not been timely prevented bp 
the rebellion of his ions. The nego- 
tiation had been broken off, but a pled 
wfs $ftl;fefc for the fiiltan to renew m ♦- * 






I * 



» r 
.* 



n« Raifttas received die- amt»*fla<k>r with; 
dignity* and anfwered Him with firftfnefti 
hc^Qldjhim, be w$s not confck>u«- of *nj& 
obligation* to Ae4ultan whicfe^<wki)Wft 
^riBe*aclvd#»M«nd$ ;, that Hf&QMfHxgk 
ajji ^ianefrthet w*s -not «o<^ fooptiil o*T 

What tmghf: hase been ibis' father's inaq 
OT« :%i€nmti% Jnto. f«$b ijeggfiattQfed 
b«t *fe#» ifchi* Jkuatioo, ik wau&beiaa 
Wi-lalt^t J; th w : impolitic .foaJWflttlA 

b«dwnej«hDqi^tredijf< nejiiindirQftiyticojjffct 
yd - «d, 



/ 



pk and .«&>£ .tfttQmoo* t».,jth«f , ap» 
potted from his demands* • caocfclkd <afi 
gWgapoo. : .„ • ., 

Tbc fttfibagwfcr ted orektt to <fe. 
©oupqe-wir, ia «|fe df .• rdfajkUJttft 
DinaJbtJb . wfo felt lAnfeif ,i in: rfix&ft 
meafurc the caufe of this difpute, and 
uNic* wfcfttevtr Blight be the cotofa&iof 
thft fuHaft ^ntfe 0C€*6on> *&;, a&afthftf 
tenhim by att the ties of houtour, Wquefl> 
ofc, fbldi tk# >wh diffiewkyj obtftpMd 

amMBW^ >**i autoe r lift atouriqft 4h 
tta ramd t>£ His JKhefe ftttr. 



• * » 



x JjUtffetar in the aiftfi* tfcfte, wkh tJ*e 
stffftth&trf itaqalfftisj prepared for- waif 
*&*& a£&my that ajaiwed-thfc Turkiftf 
arta?, who remained wkhir*. their eanip* 

and feemed rath*r to fear btifi$.*ttftfk^ 

thaa 
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flid'-fot^gleft the ciVif ^art.'bj 

jteft to Irtfdftice, ; &£ nattrfid* tbh1e$&& 
of Aat^la&rhitf* tthfch gftes r<&&°'fer 
prejudice' co -bias* the ttrfifofr "»f thSJe 
tmgifiratfcsVhd teivetefspttWtm^bn fcKaii 
ftady r wWte'the grater fliiittberKaVfe n«t 
even the merit of oldew&Uriilg to' jftfi 
ttrtgoifli' right 'ftowwdhg; but bltncft/ 
fkQ hi with the -opinioto of G&ers to ^oftf 
the tfoubte 'of thinking foK diemfelves; 
ftaflclas took all pofiible means to ob- 
viate, " in a temporary manner, thefe. 
evils, by ' pardoning the condemned 
When there was the leaft probability 
q£ innocence j while he applied himietf 
ferk>ufly, with the affiftance of the moft 
eminent for learning and reftitude, to 



form 



ftrpa «. code of laws, wl^.. .ought % 
the future rather preveot cqmes than 
c^haftife them, and have equal power 
$ver the magistrate . and .the accpfcd, 
Thip tyoft r arduous, .apd moft . eifcnjj^ 
S^t, P.(^W*Ow at firil alamietf jiipa, oq> 
account pf the labyrinths in., which* hft 
found liimfelf involved ; yet> o^ exapiiqityg 
the fubjeft rnore cjofe^i ^p btflkvfid^t &r f 
lefs comply th,an he £ad firft imaginqd fl 
Virtue and vice, right k and wrongs arfo 
when truly cpnfidered, iinpofliblej.tq^hf) 
miftakeq: fophiftry and , .prejudice Jn$y ( 
call a veil over their features, but can 
not totally conceal them from him wh? 
feeks for juftice and truths and fuch was r 
Raflelas. He therefore found few ob- 
ftacles in framing laws for criminal judi- 
cature, and when he had once eftablifhed 
them, he was firm to enforce their exe- 
ciition: their tenor was lenient, but it 

• •■--*. '' ' 

wat 
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con nao-rckm .«r r ussxl as. 

£cfwtrr fee focm Vrtft pktefci*e 

tWft iriBcafl^, by an acr^iitg dftntftcfafi 

4ft thrti\nnteriof criofics Amit^ttrfriil 'I5& 

fcom* ' OTfttd&rve • chitant ry, itfe& jtart xst 
jtiftk^ri)emg.'aiaGn%^ irorived :iri mam 
perplexities, and lefe;fab]e<ft to fyijknQD 
Happily the Abiflinians were not great* 
ly'adcUfted to thefe purfuits, which arc 
rather Hie Confequence of the de»e-* 
netecy of a nation once civilized, than 
the remains of priftine barbarifm ; a(nd 
Raffelas not only took care that tefta- 
ments and laws fhould be as clear as 
poflible, but difcouraged every thing that, 
tended to introduce litigious enquiries $ 
and, being convinced that intereft was 
generally the promoter of thefe mifchiefs, 
•i a ii j • . N he 
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he indaftrioufly placed magiftfates in fuch 
a fituation as to be, if poflible, iriacceffible 
to bribery '% while, as the ftmplicity of the 
laws put it in the power of every man to 
plead for himfelf, there could .be no ex- 
terior influence, fiich as he had ob&rved 
in other countries, among the lotfer offlr 

* 

cers of juftice, to breathe . the flame of 
difcord into - weak minds from motftes 
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Hand avarice," 
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* ' • CHAP. XL 

PRIESTS AT COURT* 

J^EKAYAH had not forgotten the 
wife and good Elphenor, with 
yrhom (he fo often converfed during 
her refidence at the fbrtrefs: fhe en- 
treated her brother to fend for him to 
court: " His piety," faid fhe, u will 
affift our devotion, and his charity diredfc 
our benevolence. I have obferved, with 
concern, that your palace is filled with 
men who, under the venerable garb of 
priefthood, are not only fubjeft to every 
paffion of the courtier, but are even the 
great fprings that fet in motion all the 
petty intrigues and invidious cabals that 
kifeft the dwelling of princes : fome who, 

N 2 without 
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-without a blulh, live in open contempt 

of thofe maxims which they are obliged 

to inculcate, whole oftentation vies with 

jtHe dignity of _ the prince, and whole 

gaiety, ftot to fay KbeFtinifm, equals 

that of your emirs, and of the officers of 

yotir guards. Thefe ate indeed greatly 

hurtful to rtligion; for, though their 

pfeciepts ate ' good, there is a want of 

tkampfe to enforce them; yet thefe 

thavVbften cWityand often talents, and 

appear lefs dangerous than tKeir bre- 

thnffi of another clafs, who edify the 

jjfcopte with the eiterior of rigid virtue 

; and to arm devotion, ^ho, alike with 

'their airy rivals, wifli £br defpotic in- 

<jRuence, arid Who purfue it by cloier, 

land therefore mdrfe deftruftive methods : 

fhefe are the men moft to be feared -, and 

; .all are furely unworthy of the ftatioa 

* * • • ** ■ • 

tbfy enjoy. We have need of ibme 

pious 



71 



CONTINUATION OF RASSELA& 269 

pious man who may reguktfe the dptie* 
<ff devotion, and reform the majiy abufes 
introduced : fuch a one, as I have often- 
told you, is to be found in Elphenor ; 
his humility is not to be tainted by this* 
air of infe&ion, and his wifdom and 
piety are only equalled by .his expert ' 
ence." 

H Nekayah V anfwered JRaflcksy " I 
know the reftitude pf thy heart,, aftd the 
purity of thy intentions : I cqofcfs that 
great abufes have been introduced inta 
the pradices of wosfhip, and greater 
ftill among the minifters j but Heaven 
proteft me from ever ere&ing myfelf in- 
to a judge of religious caufcs I To roufe 
the fleeping demon of fanaticifin in mjp 
dominions, would be the greateft error I 
could commit in adminiftration : this muft 
inevitahly be the cafe, . were I to attempt 

N 3 a reform 
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a reform by authoritative meafures: tvety 
command would be confidered as an 
innovation, every regulation would be- 
come a fource of controverfy. In all 
civil, all moral confiderktions, contro- 
rerfy is ufeful ; it maintains indepen- 
dency of fpirit, and diffufes light over 
a nation; but in matters of religion, 
it is the moft dangerous of fiends. All I 
mean to do, ' and all I can do with 
prudence, is to give, as far as human 
frailty will admit, the example of unaf- 
fected conftancy in the duties of piety ; 
to difcountfinance equally diflipation and 
fuperftition in thcmiriifters of the altar; 
to choofe for the higher offices, thofe of 
the moft unbiemifhed principles, and to 
exclude all from any influence in civil or 
political affairs. As for Elphenor, of 
whom I. believe what you *have told- 
4. j ' < me , 
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nae* I will, in . corifequcnce of. that be- 
lief, promote him to. one of the firft djg-^ 
nities of his profeflron, where his exam- 
ple and his precepts may enlighten an4 
improve the diftri<5t committed to his 
care ; but I am perfuaded, when my 
After refle&s,.fhe will agree with me, that 
more cannot, and ought not to be ex- 
pe&ed from- a man of his fandtion. 

In confequence of this determina- 
tion, a mefiage was difpatched to the 
fortrefs, inviting Elphenor to court, 
and affuring him of the intentions of 
the emperor in his favour, from a 
conviction of the good which he would 
diffufe in a fituation of more exten- 
five influence. This mandate was ac- N 
companied by a letter from Nekayah, 
in which fhe returned him thanks for 
the confolafion he had afforded her by 

N 4 his 
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his vifits at die fortrcfs, and exprefifed 
her defire of feeing him a witnefs of 
her happinefr, as he had been of her 
affii&ion. 
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Tp H E ijieffengpr foon returned to 
Nekayah wi^i t^e following let- 
ter. 

"THINK not, moft efteemed lady f 
chat I am infenfiblc of the honour which 
your royal brother would xonfar on ihe„ 
$r of die kindaefc with which you re- 
pay what was merely si diiiy,, coflfobng 
virtue in affliction- 

<c Neither fuppofe me npgleflrful of 
my facrpd miniftjy,- if I decide: t s Q^6t ^ 
a more extenfiye fphere, wher£ JEiegyeg. 
pigh; Jilefs xpf, en^cavou^ Vi^.^SuW 
food over #1 .ampl?r fpapj? tfcap t^ i^;- 
»w. lipolts gf |b»s Corlrd?. 

N 5 «*Believ« 
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cc Believe me, princefs ! neither jndb-' 
lence nor ingratitude prevents me from' 
accepting this lplendid offer. Vouchfafe 
to perufe my hiftory : it is neither long 
nor eventful : I did not choofe to relate 
it during your refidence here; your 
mind ihen required rather to be calmed 
than agitated by adventitious impref- 
fions* 



. €€ I am defcended from no ignoble 
family $ and followed the example of my 
forefathers, by ferving the emperor in 
the field : I was crowned with conqueft 
in a .fuccefsful engagement, and fhould 
probably have continued the purfuit 
of military honours, had it not 'been Sfbr 
a calamity, the remembrance of wnicK 
feme has never been able to efface, ilovecl 
and was beloved 5 — but, at the moment 
m which I was to have been united to 
,. ■. : •. ''•' - the 
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^ftt^f^ftted ^s-^a;. 8aftj; of lightning 
t^vji^d my bride t<> afbes as ; fhe receiv-i 

. Sj^fnyiSSw* at c t£e#}#fcr~I will not ex* 
fftt^te ;pn ; ft* dreadful a citcumftance, 
but leave v the.- heart of Nekayah to 
judge of my feelings. After a long con- 
Bid between defpair and refignation, I 
fought conization in yifaiog and com- 
fortingf the afflicted: I embraced the 
{acred uriniftry, and have confecrated 
ipy life to- Heaven, which forbade m«5 
tp feek a refjjge in th? grave. 

1 * 

.,*•-: J h^ve been repaid for my fofferings 
- by the, blefling conferred on myendea^ 
vours:jche ftock, of which I am become 
the {hepherd, love me, and find in my 
j*dvic£, a xqfource : againft .mortification* 
and adverfity. I^et thpfe, ipjbo % have f 
from, choice alone, dedicated t^emfelve* 

'N6 to 
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to Ac immediate fervioo of lirf t)iffc 
aty, be ptomoted to «he fqpreifte *4ig^ 

nWefc fcf our order : m me it would £fc4te 
bright of ingratitude to «teftdftn that 
dtotfy, «flrich his %efen fo kmg> the *Mjf 
Mlcvkeciohtrfrntf farrows. * *'• }I 3,; " 



"t 



^ I have net always, it h true, nfe- 
friakied in i!he ttate <*f tranquillity in 
Which you found me ^ my mnid natu-* 
rally active, and ^my ^ambition- 6nc£ 
Boundlefi, led me at fcft to fcek fame 
and to deafen by tumult the Voice df 
fijiction. I endeavoured by tny elo- 4 
qnence te diftihguifli tnyfilf W 'GbAthar, 
aAdf might then ha*e abtairied the hfri 
Aours whidryou now £fler Vnie'i btitj 
after viewing &e (pfendid fcene, \ -fouhd 
ft more daizKnjg than real: I- klifcdvercd 
that it • -^oukt ftfet *»ake • 'ine' J amen* 
&• the ftrenky 4 4nuft itlfecjirift* i 

- " fek 
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g^stfirgntet Iptaw* fee tamed *a tta ca»* 
&&4en of tfcofe individuals, nhcr fhapl4 
gp^l ia noed of coy -affiflancc, but ttjutt 
3, heart* bfaftcdt by misfortune, /was not 

* 

capable of great puribtte, aid ikat '*€•>* 
dernefe could jnever Jiappily be *xchan~ 
g«d for ambition. I retired to dm 
fbrtreft* where I liaw pafed hear half 
a century. Can 1 ,aba*doa.iny cfeil* 
imnf wheo /^y age and my. declining 
health require ftec I ihould lofe no tiro* 
in giving th*m.pcoo& of my afFodion? 
If my pr^yjers jcap avail, 1 offer them 
up, JSocqrely fer die (prosperity -of my 
&vei$jgni for .that x>f sNekayA, and of 
JJbarb^— TPhis young icro has eve* 
been.tlyi qftjeft <)f toy wg*d: 1 watched 
hi*, glowing urirtues: I once thoogij* 
fey ,wcrc, roqocopenftd % a ^gtoricmf 
*. . . deadly 
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dc^di, before iie had . k^awa iriisfc^timp^ . 
I jiaw fee they are rewarded in *. djfije*.* 
rent manner: it has pleafed Heaven, .. 
tfcgt he fhould contribute to the * pre- 
servation 4 of ?his " couptrjy arid that /he 
fhould be crowned; wkhrgtery and with 
love : : few, very few, /can hope rfoc fb 
fingukr a ; hfcffing B May you both long 
enjoys it ! ! anii eytr reialk to' y o w me- 
moryy, that"' Heaven r fekms to ' have 
particularly diftinguifoed you, " becaufc 
your paflions' were made; fubfervient 
to the voice of reafon arid virtue! 
May you, *as ' the greateft * felicity f 
can wifti you, ^>e taken both at the 
lame inftant, to thfc blifsful habita- 
tions of permanent /fecurity ! For, hi 
the midft of traafpdrt, Nekayah rnuft' 
remember that all happinqfs in;, thirf 
world is tranfitary, accept virtue, *n& 
•x . .> that 
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that while fhe retains her fteaciy at- 
tachment to that heavenly guide, fhe 
can want no earthly direftbr to point' 
out to her the celeftial enjoyments af ; 
piety and beneficence." 
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CHAP. XLII. 



the" utility of learning.- 



1 



fp H E cares of government had too* 
much engroffed Rafielas to permit 
him to enjoy, as formerly, the conversation 
of Imlac and the aftronomer : one evenings 
as thefe were afiembled with Nekayah,, 
Zilia, and Pekuah,, in a fmall palace of 
the emperor, the gardens of which ov^ 
looked the river, Raffeks joined then% 
with Amalphis. , , t 

- >cc You are not to think, my friends, 1 * 
feid the mohfcrch, u that youribciety is Id! 
dear to me than fcf therly , ; or that my heari 
is l lefs YenflMe of the charms of fiterkry 
and focialconverfe. I have found an'enw 
jrire fix fuch confufion, that every hkncii 
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of its government demands immediate at- 
tention ; but I hojpe it will not he long 
before I may again enjoy the delights I 
have ever found in your company. I 
ihall likewife require your affiftance for the 
benefit of my fubie&s 5 you haw talents 
tb } bc oifeful $ and a lo&g intercourfe wi|h 
yoti has convinced t me that yotir hearta 
$re warm in. every viittjous t purfuit. You 
ape net unacquainted with my notions oh 
the neceffity of karmng in a/ftate: th# 
Abitfinians ; in general Want neither acute- 
titfk nor application, but their ftudies have: 
tkffeli'iiitiiirto wroh l g diredted : as a proof 
if this, we have only to confider the far 
mops libraries, which arc the fource of 
^aity.tp, oyr.pation, and of envy to our 
tejghbeyr*, Qf what art they chiegy e 9*0* 
pofcdi Ofnpanufcqp^wbjwh h*v$ji» 
othcr..^aerffi.*aii the, clap? ©ficW^aflr 
tj^uitj; } , q$afifcs jOn.pyftic.aJ 4<W9^ ** 
„ • judicial 
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judicial aftrology, and annals of nations, 
from whom we can gain little inftniftbn, 
becaiife they were not further advanced' 
than- ourfelves. I know, Imlac, you* at- 
ready hear me with impatience, and wdufch 
except, in my general cerifure, the beauti- 
ful and afie&ing paftorals* compofed by 
die wandering Arab, from the view of 
fimple nature, and the ideas ' analogous to 
bis ftace. of Itfo; but thefe, ypu Will y6uf- 
felf confefs^ do not, much * iiftprfcve* the 
learning of a peopk.'* * .••*■•' -.-••'* 

. » . . * : ,flC >*>■ '^\> '*0-;. *-** 

the learning," anfwefed Jml^c, "thst 

fe m the taite, whicH ? ,I r holdjQ> ■*?<*&. 
fiderable. ftej> f oyards. it." ., : v 

- w I tooj-faM'^Sfe «fltoiiotaeiy «•' ftt^f 
l|fcak hi fa*W ofia part df-?W fc&fca3 

«•*; {. planets, 



fc 



CONTINUATION OF RASSBLAS. 2S3 

planets, and the divifion of the ftars' into 
confteflations, were known to the ancients, 
and that modern aftronomy is rather a re- 
vival than a difcovery, perhaps even an 
impcrfeft revival. Probably thefe remain- 
ing treafares of antiquity may not bfc fuf- 
ficiertt to explain to us wholly the fyf* 
tern of the heavens -, had they been fb, 
the fages, who examined them, would 
have been capable of putting an end 
to the 'doubts which ftill arife amidft 
our mod penetrating enquiries* But they 
convince us of the application and re- 
fearches of former ages j they Jead us to 
wifli for a knowledge of the produftioni 
of times ftill more remote, and toaccohi- 
pany that wifli with endeavours to invefl 
tigaoe the origin of 4 a 1 ftiehce, founded* it 
is true, on natqre< and observation, but 
not fufceptibleio£ perfection without grfeai 
labour and aftomfhing perfpicachy. 1 jdo 

not 
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not mean from thb to infer that aftrono^ 
ntfjr> though one of the hobleft of flxiAfidi 
deferves the immediate attention of a rtife 
narch, who has to form an infant hatkmt 
them are other parts of the 4 mathematics 
for more efiential, far which publk mk& 
tsers ftouldbe eftaWHhcd: ^foch are tfcfc 
mechanics* hydfaalics, and in Qxtxt evtty 
thfhg- that contributes to introduce fim- 
pjicity in the c^nftf*i£Hon of .machines, to* 
Ijpare labour* and tQ improve agriculture i 
all which advantage* can no oshcrwife be 
attained, than by a knowledge of the 
mathematics." 

** I (h*U be always ready/* anfoered 
JUffelas, C( to promote in my dominions 
the ftudy of the feieneet* fthd, though thy 
g*H*fcfty h#* hm ff»ri|fg of praift to thyr 
fevoume coptQmpktew, I fliall not be 
WSgedtfuJ of ttep* for thee, ImJac, 
/t j- * thou 
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thou haft long known my veneration for 
learning: no inftruftion equals that ob- 
tained by the perufal of hiftory j but how 
far dpft thou .tfyink this ftudy Ihould be 
carried by the generality of mankind? 
Jtae nat riteft m^R devoted to pu& ttieif 
fives in ofre fpc* -, add -is rvfct the fcif&ry 
of their own cowry, if they mdaa i& bo 
»fefvl v t9 i^ the only one aecctf&ry 6* 
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/r THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.' W *' 
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«. t AM far from being of that opk 
nioni?' ftid Imlac, ? c he t&fc'wouid 
confine his knowledge so one particular 
kingdom, would fancy it, as experience 
often fhews us, fuperior to every other, 
and confequently think nothing could 
be added to its advantages: his ideas 
thus reftrained would be incapable of 
forming extenfive defigns or plans of 
general utility. We cannot learn how to 
aft in the various circumftances of life, 
without confidering various examples, 
and how can we find all thefe^in the \i+ 
tnited boundaries of one country ? We 
muft have very litde judgment if we can- 
not discriminate thofe parts of hiftory 

which 
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which i arc. applicable to our filiation* 
and, though we would not be Romans at 
Conitantinpple, .or Abiffinians at Venice, 
we may, , ^cyoqi. from conditions dire&ly 
opppfne to our own, gain iriftruftion and 
injprorventeftt, as we receive by reflefltkm 
&e light of s d*e fon> when its' rays are di- - 
iefted to the moon. General hiftoryia 
therefore, in my opinion, ufeful to all, and 
for this purpofe it is necefiary to have a 
competent knowledge of different' lan- 
guages, without which we are obliged to 
fee through the falfe medium of tranflar 
tion i or, what is ftill worfe, 1 to rely im- 
plicitly on the faith of our own hiftorians. 
The Abiffinians have few works of this 
nature, and even if they had many, it is 
mod probable they would be infected 
with the feme partiality and prejudice, 
which we find in the volumes pfoth^j- 
pations. The only method of difcoverjng 
* truth 
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truth is to compare ttofc diffeitat i*a*r*- 
Jttoss ; to ftady the character of -fhe people 
4efcribed, and of Ac author tffto do 
ifcribrcs; them ; to emcr ittoo thok VieWs, 
tad adopt their feelings but net ftrfftt 
mnfefres to be fed affray either 'by <he 
<3saiws <J^ fel^qu^ttce, w by *ny apparent 
coimettiort wrth our own fyftem* and ia- 
tevefts. 

cc Poetry, as- it teaches the knowledge 
of the heart, and develops the powers of 
the imagination, is not only pleating* but 
inftru&ive in the great ftudy of raoraliiy f 
' the mod efiential of all, that to which all 
learning tends, aad without which learn- 
ing is of no avail." 

u I am perfectly pcrfuaded/* replied 

• • *\ 

. Raflelas, " that fuch is the ufe, "and fuch 

the necelfity of* learning to polifh tRc 

teanners^aitd rdftify the printiphrt of ; a 

x nation, 



/ 
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nation, that I fhall ever confider it as my 

duty to encourage all men of letters, and 

» 

to diftinguifh more particularly with my • 
prote&ion thofe, who by their talents and 
afliduity have acquired the glorious pre- 
eminence of enlightening, and improving 
their fellow-citizens." 

Amalphis fmiled at the expreflion of 
Raflelas, which Imlac obferving, laid, t€ I 
jfee Amalphis is not of opinion that men 
of letters are always the promoters of 
learning, if I am not miftaken in the in- 
testation of Aatfmile." .. , 

: "¥ou ai* tight l Imlac," ifaiil Amdl- 
phis, (t I honour and efteem men of let- 
ters, while they retain .that charafter ; but 
when they make their talents fubfervient - 
efther to 1 bale adtflatSon, or to the rage of 
pftty/they loft'aQ their' merit iii my 
e^es ; befides, : their petty jealoufies are 

*V O more 
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more difgracpful than thqfc qf woroea,* 
bec^ufe we always expe& th# fern? 
phUofophy and elevatioa of thought- 
fhould be fouod in thofe mipd& tfca* 
have been cultivated by ftu^y asd Wt 
ftru£tion : I may fefely fay. this *q yo« f . 
Imlac, whofe pen has neither flattered nor 
infulted, and who have only known envy 
by being the objeft of it." 

" 1 hope in feme meafure/* faid Raf- 
fehs, " to guard my literary fubjefts 
againft the practice of adulation, by 
ihewing them it would be loft on me ; 
and I m*y perhaj* dimmiiK the fuel of 
enyy, by giyir^g equal encpwragjeipent to 
thofe who eqpaUy defove. If envy 
could be deftroyed> fajire apfl »&al$w~ 
lenc? wild , be unkwwn ^ fa; og \nm . 
takes pains to difpr?ife him, fr^rp whqqa 

he fears no coxnpetiaon : butt & f*i 

angel 
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angel reigned in Abxffinia, he could not? 
cemedy this evil* and 41 my ende&~ : 
vows will only ferve to palliate what 
qm never be eradicated, 

<c There is another circumftance which' 
Amalphis might , have remarked, and 1 
which only his partiality to me has omit- 
ted. Moft fovereigns, who have beeri 
particularly attached to letters* have given 
themfelves wholly up to the delightful 
feduftion, and have negle&ed their coun- 
cil-chamber and their camp, for their 
clofet and their library. He who facrifices 
his time, even to innocent purfuits, when 
they call him off from his duty, is cri- 
minal ; but he is praifeworthy when he 
makes thefe purfuits tend to the great 
object which he muft ever keep in view. 
I muft therefore feduloufly arm myfelf' 
againft the charms of mufic, painting, 

O % fculpture, 
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fjsulpture,, and ^architecture, the embellifli- 
mertts of life, the delight of rational 
rpiacjs, and adtive imaginations. A mo- 
narch fhould in .this imitate the fun, 
.whole rays beftow colour and radiancy on 
tfoe flowers which fpring up beneath his 
ipfluen,ce, but who flops not his fiery 
ch^riQt , to contemplate their beauty, left 
\# r Should endanger the fkfety of the urii- 
vcrfe, to which it. is his eflential office 
tp,, communicate light and heat. Such 
fhould be the conduct of the prince ; in 
this,, as in many things, lefs happy than 
his fubjedts, who may innocently employ 
their hours to attain perfection in what- 
ever ftudy they have made their peculiar 
choice, while he fhould hare a general 
knowledge of all, without facrificing his 
life to any in particular, however ufeftd 
or j?l?afing." .. 

CHAP* 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

EDUCATION. 

* ■ 

<c T HAVE been liftening attentively 
to all your converfation," faid Pd- 
kuah, " and nothing but "my 'rcfpedt for 
the emperor would have kept me from 
interrupting Amalphis, when he fpoke in 
fb contemptuous a manner of the jealou- 

. fies of women. Our fovereign thinks the 
condudt of the patron may inereafe, or 
diminifh the envy that fubfifts between 
men of letters, and I . am perfuaded that 

; the jealoufy of women is fomented by 
the influence of men/' 

.* . » • 
" I believe/' anfwered Amalphis, " that 
none are more, fenfible of the merit of wo- 
men than the military oi^i, who <cau beft 

O 3 defend 
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defend them, and who, if he has any good 

principles, will be tender of their honour 

rbecaufe he feels the nicety of his own. 

It is true, I ^fpoke with fome contempt of 

the jealoufy of wofnen : whatever is the 

4aufe, wc know it equally reigns over the 

reclufe, whom tee fhould fuppofe devoted 

to meditation, and the thoughdefi, whom 

i we might imagine bufied only in gaiety. 

t Caft your eyes ion a company of /Children^ 

thiy have not to accufe men of itfifmg 

the paffion of envy by flattery, yet never 

does it operate more forcibly than in their 

infant breafts : all caufes are capable of 

. bringing to light this fetal evil with thofe 

in whom it is unfortunately inherent, and 

none but great minds are totally exempt 

from it. 

rt The good or the bad difpofitions of 
women liave a very extenfive influence 

in 
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1 

infocicty, add could we be f© fortunate 
as;tb difcmterthe motives of what we: call 
by the general name of caprice, we might 
.probably fucceed in preventing the ef- 
iefts* Empires have been ruined by the 
jealoufies of womfen ; to them ure owing 
many of the great revolutions that hare 
decided the &te of nations ; and if we 
join to theirs the lacerdotal influence, I 
fancy we (hall prove that ftateftnen and 
^ohefuetors have -criten bedi limply the 
machines put in motion by weak handj, 
and verfatile heads/' 

1 ~" m I? women;" feid Imlac, a frequently 
Ob great hurt by interpofing in affirirs 
•which feem foreign, to their fcx, how 'ufe- 
iiil are the^rhen they turn their thoughts 
to the education of their children, and by 
l thefe domeftic and natural cares piroVide 
happinefs in future, not only fibr them- 

O4 felves. 
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felves but for their pountry ! The firft 
impreffions are difficult td efface, and the 
firft impreffions are given by women ; 
their miftaken tendernefs has -.formed 
cowards, and their capricious anger lias 
reared up tyrants. If therefore they <Je- 
ferve our cenfure for the i\\ qualities 
which their children have imbibed from 
them, let us not deny them our praiies 
for many of the, virtues which m^ke men 
an honour to their age anjd. to their na- 
tion." 






" When I think on education/* faid 
Raflelas, "I wander ii a labyrinth*, from 
which I know not how jta extricate < my r 
felf, and yet every delay to purfue this im- 
portant fubjeft feems to accUR me of cri- 
minal omiffidn. From faulty or negle&ed 
education fpriag . the evih which I a|p 

labouring to eorreft at prefent, and wlii$fr 

< » 

I would 
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I would endeavour to obviate, for tfre fu- 



ture. 



€€ Private education, I believe, in ge~ 
rieral, to be pernicious to men, becaufe it 
is the way to jperpetuite the failings of the 
race from one generation to another 5 for 
how can he teach wifely, who has not been 

r 

wifely taught ? It feems more expedient 
that the public fhoiild form thofe by 
whofe fervice it is to be benefited— 'but 
what is the public ? It is a name without 
a determined idea, in which, though all 
individuals are interefted, few think them- 
fclves immediately concerned. If fo (mail 
a number of parents are found capatfle of 
educating their own children* are we to 
expert that more attention will be paid to 
this duty by perfons who have no tie for 
the performance of it> but that of general 
utility, or felf intereft ?" 

O 5 €C The 



+ + » * * * 
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" the great advantages of public 'edu- 
cation," faid Imlac, « are thefe : proper 
rules are formed, and blind tendernets is 
not likely to interfere w}th their, execu- 
tion : the children have the benefit of 
reciprocal emulation, and of fome initia- 
tion into a. knowledge of the. world : this, 
I own, is too frequently attended by an 
early acquaintance with vice; but Could 
not this be remedied by a prudent choice 
of matters ? The greateft model of this 
fort is the Lacedaemonian fchool, which 
was imperfect only in what was ilt plan- 
ned from the firft : the inftitution was ri- 
^goroufly followed, and therefore if wife 
rules are made, they can be ftri&ly ob- 
ferved." 

cc I depend .greatly on thee,/Imlac," 

returned the prince, " for the formation 

of fuch rules $ thou haft not only read, 

, x but 
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but feen much, and the great fault I have 
remarked in thpfe ^hp j>refidc over the 
education of youth, is their total igno- 
raJUfeiof fthtfie femes cforo/iitok they are 
to prepare their difciples." 
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CHAP. XLV. • 

} 

. .FALSE P&jtTENftONS TO KN0WUEDOE., < 

" ^S for iiiyfe^" faid Pekuak « I 
would willingly undertake to teach 
children what little I have myfelf attain- 
ed : I know no happinefs in knowledge 
without communication, but I mull be 
permitted to choofe my fcholars : to in- 
ftruft thofe who have genius is delight- 
ful, but to drive ideas into minds incapa- 
ble of making them fpread or fru&ify, is 
a torment which none but wretched pre- 
ceptors know*" 

" Lady/' faid the aftronomer, w alt 
are not fo happy in pupils as the Arab 
and myfelfi yet I know too well the 
fweetnsfs of your temper not to believe 

> j you 



i ,n #: 
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vpu. would, think y.oyr pains welTrewdr 
ed, if they fucceeded in fixing the giddy 
to application, or in enlivening the apa r 
thy of dulnefs." t -• . . . ,, 

» ■ .. I ' 

* Such atafk, v iritefttiftfed Nekayafi, 

^ c is worthy fcf your beneficence arid tar- 

•lehts, but I own myfelf of the opinion of 

fekuah— : who can make feathers folid, 

<6r lead elaftic ?" - 



/» 



. ^ Madam, n replied the aftranomer, 
;" though their qualities cannot be 
changed, they may be directed to ufeful 
purpofes." 

: '' * True," faid Amalphis, « the fea- 
ther may, by being applied to the arrow 
guide its intended flight* and the lead, 
formed into a fhot, will reach the deftin- 
ed mark from the mufket ; this may ! be 
called their education, without which the 

tl ' . ' feather 



Teatter would \i^t%At€tti%\k\^ V&e 
air, ^and fhelead remained' unheeded oh 
the ground. The mi^dftune is, thkt 
weak and fordid minds are Sometimes 
en^ployed in^gre^t ^tempts ; to -this -fetal 
.f Fror, we owe : thougbdafe or iqdolent 
v ^ftatefmen, and tedious or 4elufive writer. 
It were much. to Jbe wifhedrthatiervifc 
offices could be left to ^ mean capacities, 
and that none fhould aft the firft parts on 
4he great 1 'theatre Wtfie w©Hd> bi*t &ofe 
Who ; have talents l to 'fill the^hai-a&er. All 
men may be 'ftra'cle tifefiil, -if <they **fe 
placed in their proper ftation, -and their 
faculties dire&ed to thofe • • puriuit& of 

which they are jnoft qipahle." - 

• * 

« As for .utility," *efumed Imlac* 

ec few , parents reflect whether the ecbjea->- 

tbn which they ^give.j&eir fons, will-make 

.them^ferviceable to their country, ar to 

their 



CONtftftJAfiCffo OF &ASSEL AS. '303 

fhfeir fellow creatures : fliey wifh that it 
tfnay enable them to.fhine In fociety, anil 
they early infpire them with a defire df 
fhewing dl the learning of which they are 
pdfleffed. As vanity lias been the mo- 
tive of his education, the fame difpofi- 
tion attends the unfortunate youth through* 
life : perhaps he finds himfelf unequal to 
fupport, without further ftudy, the repu- 
tation of that inftru&ion which he pre- 
tends to have received : he therefore 
feeks the refource of nomenclature, fylla- 
bus, and compilation, which keep him 
for ever immerfed in ignorance and im- 
pertinence. 

« 

« Such are the fteps of thofe who affeft 
knowledge, members of fociety far more 
infupportable than the ruftic or the trifler 5 
men who have no original ideas, no folid 
erudition^ and yet mix boldly with the 

learned, 
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» .. * . * 

learned, while they impofe on the uh- 
taught. Even ferious applicatictn, dili- 
gent ftudy, and found judgment mutt 
wait long in the yeftibule of learning, 
before they can be admitted to her fenc- 
tuary." 



N 
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CHAP. XLVf.- 

THE CONVERSATION' TURNS ON VARI- 
OUS MATTERS. 

TMLAC here interrupted' his di£- 
courfe, on perceiving that Raffelas 
was not liftening to him, but 'that his 
thoughts irfrere employed on fome idea 
^hkh hfe ; feemtd hot unwilling to tbrri- 

municate. < o ; . • 

> • ♦ 
* » ♦ 

c< I was thinking," faid the prince, 
." : jiow ixuferaWe we- fhould be, if* Hea~ 
ven was , to grant us what ,we ha-vje fi?nd*- 
ly defired at a former period of gup 
lives. Do you remember, whjle we were 
deta|ned in Egypt by the imin^a^qnp 
jpf. the -.Nile, that Pekuah; deljghtfji 
. wit}i jhe convent of S$ Anthoayj^ w%$i 

to 



'\ 
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to be priorefs of an order *of piou* 
maidens, and there fix her invariable 
refidence ? yet Pekuah is contented with 
the diverfity of life that has fiftce been 
her lot, and would not, I fancy, be 
willing to relinquiih the court of the 
princefs, where her mind enjoys rational 
amufement in the fociety of Amalphis, 
Imlac, and her agronomical inftru&or ; 
and where .the divelmefcof her wit finds 
conftant exerciie r iq the *Ui&reR8 groups 
that compofe the motly fceije tft the 
manfion of a fovereign." 

- "< Cfcrtamly/' anfwered ^ekoahy '« I 
AWe at pr&fat*tio vAfo Ydr Vetimntfnt : 
^Rile I -wis ktely imprif6ned with the 
-princefs in the valley, i often worfdered 
%t6w -I fliouH have ever ttefired to 'be- 
come 4 the inhabitant "Of * monafteryi and 
^efleflfed Whttc'l touKt have -found nuhs 
f;,J - \ whole 
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whofe fociety would have been compara- 
ble to -that of Nekayah $ and yet, wen 
with that fociety fo dear to me, I longed 
to be again at liberty." 

" And yov, lifter," &id Raffd*, 
u would you be greatly f delighted, if 
Heaven fhall make you dire&refs of a 
college of learned ladies; 2p& would 
you renounce the fociety of Dinarbas, 
and your friends, for the pleafure of 
difcourfing with the aged, and inftrtt&- 
ing the young ? As for myfolG I wilhed 
for a little kingdom, and was ever ex- 
tending the limits of my fancied dottii- 
nions : I now find the gdverntherft t£ 
Abiffinia an arduous talk, and {hough 
nothing -fhbuld induce me to rerfounce 
what it is my duty to retain, I fefe in 
the friertdfhip of Zilia, * and the eltettoi 
of thofe around *me, the fommit df itiy 

* happinefi, 
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happinefs,. a happinefs- totally indepcrv 
dent on the charms of royalty. Such 
were our wifhes, Nekayah ! thou and 
Pekuah Ihould return thanks to Heaven 
that yours were not accompliftied, and 
I, that bleffings were bellowed on me* 
which alone could make the accom- 
plishment of mine fupportable."' 

" I feel the force of your obfervation, 
x my brother," anfwered the princefs, " but 
circumftances ye perpetually changing* 
arid we are not refponfible for the in- 
fluence which they may hav« on our 
minds* Imlac and the aftronomer, it is 
true, were wifer \ tlpey made no . choice, 
' becaufe they -had experienced how little 
we know in this world what- is. beft for, 
us. i I believe, however,, we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that they who condemn 
-themfdves. to irre vocable retirement, are 
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greatly deceived in their expeditions, 
and if their repentance is not manifeft, 
it- is becaufe r pride will not allow them to 
own it. . 

« I think F'ffiould have been fuffi- 

ciently tniftrefs of myfelf to bear with 

refignatitm the misfortunes of which I 

'had once the gloomy profpeft; 'but I 

am certain I could never have hoped : 

> 

for fo great felicity as Providence has* 
been pleafed unexpectedly to grant 
me. 

<c It is Angular," faid the aftronomSF, 
<c that thbfe whofe imagination's moft, 
lively, are -generally the- moft fabjeft 
to occafional difguft and deje&ion, and 
confequently moft led to feek a refuge 
in folitude ; whether their fptrits ate 
more worn by greater exertion, or whe- 
ther 
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ther a mind naturally a&ive, takes a 
ftrpnger impulfe whatever way it tends." 

« c I believe," faid Pekuah, " fuch 
minds want conftant employment, and 
fed more pain from inaftion dup from 
misfortune: indeed, liftlefs indifference 
i$ the raoft infupportable of all fitua- 
tions. I know, that when I am deprived' 
of the fociety of thofe who caji entertain 
and inftru<5t me, I prefer the intercourfe 
of beings whofe follies or Angularities 
are of the ridiculous kind, to thofe in 
whom I can find nothing to blame or 
commend, who weary me with infipidity, 
and yet afibrd no theme for amufing my 
friends at their expence." 

" The anps q{ ridicule are very dan-. 
gerpu$, Pekuah," faid th$ princefs, f c I 
cpnfefs thou l$ft qftefi ufeji them with 

dexterity. 
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dexterity, and I cannot deny that I 
have taken pleafure in thy Tallies; but 
confider what pain diey may give to the 
innocent, what eqep^ifs the# may create 
among the vindiftive !" 

" And yet, if> we we^e deprived of 
ridicule/' faid Imlac, u we Jhoufcl lofe, 
much of the power of wit, apd. H^uch of; 
the influence of genpr^ . op^i^i-r-two 
invifibie monarchs, who govern with 
fufficient juftice, and who, if thsy do- 
not prevent criifles, at k^ft *»ay wiptm 
errors/' 



i 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

SIMPLICITY. ' 

" T MLAC," faid Rafleks, « I have 
X often obferved with what (kill 
thofe who* poflefs the advantages of a 
fup«rior education and knowledge of the 
world, can,- . without apparent incivili- 
ty,, teffen, in his own ^opinion, that maa 
who has intruded liimfelf on their com- 
pany, or \who has abufed the privileges 
they have allowed him : he has no rea- 
fon to complain, yet he feels * himfelf 
uneafy in their prefence, and is awed 
into refpeft without the ihame of re- 
prooC 



<c This is one* of the many advantages 
of good-breeding— a quality which has 

perhaps 
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perhaps more power than* any other, 
fince k will for a time conceal even want 
of talents, and want of virtue. How" 
necefl^ry is it therefore to acquire this 
pkafing pre-eminence, without which- the 
ipoft cflfencial endowments are abaihed 
before inferior merit. Polkenefe^ array 
be called the portrait of virtue, ahd its 
refemblance* is fo perfeft, that: nothing 
but the fclidity $f the original; is want- 
ing: ceremony and affe&ation are po6r 
imitators of true good- breeding, which 
is eafy and fitaple, like hature itfelf. If 
I was to form a fyftem, it would be that: 
of fimplicity'j it'fhotfld pervade all works 
of imagination, all enquiries of* fcience, 
all performances "of the chifel and pen- 
cil, all behaviour, ahd all drefs. Carry 
this idea even to the molt awful height, 
what is fimpjicity, b# truth, the -great 
bafis of virtue and religion? When I- 

P call 



gt* DIN AREAS, A TALE: 

caH this a fjrfhrm, it is only to comply 
with the common mode of fpefcch, which 
would make of die moil natural Ideas a 
philofophiad difcovery. SintpMcity is 
the child of nature : the love of it fetths 
implanted in us by Providence; yet all 
the labour of erring mortal* is to depart 
from this great and open road, and to re- 
torn to ic when they have feen the fal- 
lacy of winding paths* and doubtftil ma- 
a<es." 

. " My brother," faid Nekayjah, " when 
you extol with reafon the univerfal merit 
of fimplicity, you certainly do not mean 
to imply a negteft of combination of 
ideas in the works of art or fcience, or 
a negledt of common forms in drefs or 
manners." 



€€ 



So for from it," replied the prince, 
4€ that as nature is varied, fo' mtift be the 

imitation 



k 
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fcflit&rion or mveffcgation of it; and to 
affe& (inguiarity, either in habit or be- 
haviour, would be wandering from the 
,jrejcy t . rujle.- that I Juve been propof- 

•Wg* v- ■» « » • • » . , - , 

;•; •!:** •:.; qr, • ' ■•':. , . •* - •W'}'' :; 

:4^"-|Te pqp^in.thV faM,lrofcft,<«*e 
geed $nly have recourfe to our. own 
feelings, and perceptions : the ..variety-,. of 
nature is infinite; but it is harmonized 
by general effedt. The verdant leaves of 
the «rt*fc $ anticipate of the atfure of the 
ftp, and ifteir' trunks of die -colouring of 
tftfeteatthj the snofi? difcbtf&uit founds in 
Hiiifio; "tke aftft d&ant ideas in ffieta- 
phyfia, are combined ify gratfatidh, 6r 
-oppafed by ca&raft; yet even ih cdh- 
traft tfcere is an imperceptible cdnnexion 
that unites the wkJe, Without one 
great plan, to which all is fubjCfment, 
our general condudt in life, and our 

P a fineft 
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v/ 



£n$ft produftjons of art pr genhj£ v are 
like a republic without laws* .or a, njo* 
joarcfry without a king. . . ^ 



^ Simplicity, * by thdfe whofe wayward 
minds are not fufceptible of its charms 4 , 
is fuppofed to exclude pomp and ele- 
garicc ; yet what is' pomp without digrti- 
ty, and elegance without grace ? Both 
are the offspring of nature, and fitters 
to fimplicity. 



o . r :: 



<c J know*" faid Zifia, ". that nofftfar 
power obtains accefc to our hearts:; the 
various inflexions of voice/ the painful 
efforts of the mufician, who fho^s his 
art in deviating from nature, excite our 
wonden but the nightingale^ and n he 
whofc notes .are equally pathetic aod 
fimplct infpire us with more than admi- 



ration." 



«:If 
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* «c If OUI foverfcigft introduces fimplt- 
cSf at court/*' faid Pek'uah, <f what witt 
become of the numberlefs artifts, met* 
dhants, and other abettors of luxury> 
that owe their chief fupport to the inha- 
bitants of this manfion, and to the in*, 

> 

flqence of their example over the reft of 
the nation ?" . 

" The * circulation of riches, for. the 
gratification of pride, indolence, or the 
teve of pleafure/' . relied the* prince, 
""is, ia my opinion, detrimental to 3 
kingdom; I have' often thoUghti -that 
every ingot, ftored by commerce in the 
traafiary <£ a monarch,, has c6ft hiift thte 
virtue-and ptindpl^s of a fbbjegfc The 
romantic ttttrmth of- youth, may pdtfffcps' 
njake m j«jlge; t<*> fcverdyV am* <i£ n 
poffiblfc. that Commerce • may, in (time' 
nations,, be carried on without infidious* 
**-"•' P 3 treaties 
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treades between the refpeftive govern- 
ments, and without unjuft attempts of in- 
dividuals to make their fortunes at the ?k~ 
pence of their neighbours. Though I love 
virtue too well not to wifh that I could be 
perfuaded of its general influence in every 
ftation of life, yet I IbaU never confider 
luxury at beft but as a necefiary evil, 
and its dependant, commerce, as a very 
dangerous trial for the principles of its 
followers.— Notwithstanding this convic- 
tion, I cannot aboliih either: mppey 13 
wai>?ed in. all ftates, that they uaay ;aot,be^ 
come the prey erf their richer /leighfeftttr?:*; 
commerce mud therefore be encouraged ; 
but it is our duty to endeavour* <*e far 
as we are able, to prevent fraud md 
monopoly. Were it poffibte for awy?. 
monarch to render a people p^rfeftjy 
happy in themfelve*, i% would not: 
be ftrfficienij he rouft n»fce thewhofe. 

' j world 
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world participate in the great refprma- 
tionj or he could never preferve his own 
fubje&s in fecwity. We may indulge 
id|al lpeculation, but exgsrience fhoj«rs 
us this humiliating truths tttft all we can 
do is to diminifh evil and to promote 
good* • by d*e means that are , given usr 
perfed jufiicc.du* alow be exetcifed by 
the .Divinity, 
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CHAP. XLVHI.. 
dinarbas' Returns from the court 

i 

OF THE SULTAN. 

*THE converfation was here interrupt--' 
ed by the arrival of Dinarbas from 
Conftantinople. He was received with 
great joy by the fovereign, by his father, 
Nekayah, and Zilia : but Amalphis was 
impatient to know the fuccefs of his em- 
bafly ; he confidered that the honour 
of his fon was engaged, and anxi- 
oufly entreated him to begin his nar- 
ration. 

« When I arrived at Cdnftaniinoplp," 
faid Dinarbas, iC I found the fultan, 
highly incenfea at the independent an- 
fwer of the Abiffinian monarch, and 

% difpleafed 



♦ i '<> 
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difpleafed with mc for not havihg warm- , 
ly feeonded his propbfal of a treaty.: he ' 
declared that nothing fhould perfuade^ 
him to relinquifh pretentions which he 
thought juftly founded on the atfTiftarice 
he had furniihed : he'faid, that Raflfelas 
owecj.to him alp^e the throat . of Abif*- 
fitak*> and. cotltd not, wilhok ingratitude, * 
refuferto comply \yith-hi^d«toandfc^r- ^ 



j .* /:i 



x " In anfwer to this, JobfepvedS'thatwhetr 
Ilaa.d fisfirecowfertQ him foraflMfande, the' 
prince r wb$ :toialfy>tgtf<frabea&£^ fojen-^ 
tions.; tlvataftprwaWsj^tlW arrty^ftiarched;* 
without acknowledge, and -eaprefsly coii-j 
trary to the wifhes of Raflfelas : that a hag^f 
py change had indeed befcf* effe&ed by theirf 
irtJ&rawtoh, bdl ih&,:th&'%bble«<ktionl 
joined in toeftoruig'thear grimed fove?eigft.,f 

and 4hac; Jhadu&dTelag ioft«tU-^ofi.Me^ 



4> 'A. 
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nas, headed the troops of* Abtflfeiv the 

victory might not have been fo eafily : 

obtained* / r-'i 

* '. .♦ * f 

cc The fultan would not Uften to my 
rcmonftrances : he denounced war againfr 
ray Country, but accompanied HU de- , 
nprtcsittai wkh a deftre that 1 woutt 
nknativ 4ft his council, and retain- the 
government of Servia, both which I 
refufed, and prepared > to depart from 
Conftantinople, offended wkh myfelf for 
faying induced the romantic idea, that 
a man at the hftad of a powerful and ' 
fubmiffive nation* would Kftcn to the 
voice of juftice, againft what he fup- 
pefed hi$ own . intenefl: : I feiito my- 
fclf> tfoat I te4 miftsken in hm:«tegr. 
nificence fer generality* and i^en- 
4id pmfdfifiA* lit hoootarable fcntir. 
aaant^i 

« f Being 
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* Being on Ac point of leaving hi* 
dominions, I again requefted an audi- 
ence, that I might teftify fny gratitude! 
for the favours which he had conferred 
on me, and my regret for not being 
abk< to retaia them without iafi<JeUty, to 
my jnatural fovereign : , ho feemed afis&* 
ed* and, conamandiog his attendant ^ 
withdraw, /poke to me in the following 
manner. 

" Dinarbas ! I love thee, and will fail 
to thee* what I would oot fay to pmj . 
Other man. I believe thee — read thefe 
letters, and tell me whether they are ( 
genuine. , 

cc So facing, he gave into my han&* 
the fcttm* whichyottr majefty,^ th« jpri&*l 
ceft, 8nd tj myfelf had fcnt by* the meii> 
fenger to'itoy fether &d aSli^thff loft* 

P6 «ofc 
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of 'which we always fufpecled to hare 
been owing to the !Turks. *• Thefe let- 
ters, continued the fultan, Jiave jyft 

been delivered to me — I. wak thy aji- 

. < . . ■.•» .*»«» 

fwer. 

• «■ r • 

v c< I eafily convinced him "that j they 
were really fent from the court of 
Jft?biflinia s on which J he made me thiis 



» . i. . 



* Dinarbas ! I perceive that truth, 
kbhtfur, and integrity otight not only in 
individuals, but in governments^ t& 6c 
the jgreat : ruKng- 4 principles of a&ionVf 
learn by thefe letters the real fentirtierits 
of thy fovereign., his innocence in his fteps 
to the throne, and the firmnefs l of .Ms 
chara&er : were I to ,make war againft 
him, the event would* at leaft be doubc- 
ful on my fide, and the difgrace inevi- 

table. 



t 
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table. His ; uffiy * # : ljetter dUciplined 
than mijae, w$ I.foww nQt, ,wkfitli$r 
any fuperiorky of number wo^d weigh 
againft the attachment of his troops to 
a warlike fovereign, and a tender fa- 
ther: I cannot boaft of either of thefe 
t titles, nor have I energy fufficient to 

deferve them; but the fatal delufion of 

1 

flattery, which feems to have enchanted 
this imperial feat, has not fo totally 
blinded me, as to prevent me from* re- 
vering in others the virtues of whiqfi 
I am incapable; befides, my own, iq- 
tereft engages me to retain one hoqeft 
man in my dominions, and to culti- 
vate a friendship with one difinterefl;- 
e4 prince. Return to Abiffinia, offer 
spy alliance to thy monarch on equal 
■ terms, lead back my army, and teach mc 

how; to, govern. 



•4 • * 



"I was 
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«1 was aftonifhed and aflfe&ed at 
die foltan^ difeourie. D6cs not this 
mandeforve to be virtuous P* 
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MAkRlAG^S O* RA^SELAa AND. >JE- , 
. , - . « KAY Art* ., 

cc ' nr HE interccptfeii o? ^ fetters,*^ 
fiftd ft aflfelasi "«* fcas then informed*' 
the ftltah of the\ puSty ^^ orn^infcirtWnsi 1 
and of the loyattyt of hty' v fobje£bj how 1 
frequently have I wifhed that my inmoft 
thoughts could be knerivn! Guilt and in- 
nocence fq 6ften wear die feme / alpeft,I 
that far from fearing tfie fecrefc emiflfories* 
who may be f>feced : to bbferve iny coa^ 
dii&; I only defite that they fhould rep&tt 
the truth. ....... 

.j 
<c To thee, Dinarbas, we owe the tran- 
quility of the empire j. *h& in^thy feiertd- 
flap, J l»ve fond jm tfcaa a rcconk 
.-.if penfe 



\ 



^ 



jli; DJBTAR1AS; ATALJ5: .'-:. 

pcnfe for all my fearches after happinefs * 
but how can I eftimate the felicity that is 
promifed me in th6*fcciety of my ZiliaJ A 

felicity which was once beyond my hopes^ 

• . .r. . . ..... ^;o. 'J * 1o j^ :.xxf.£ 

but without which, I now could not exift. 

I remember that I had formerly with Ne- 

we could not decide, whether early- or late 

moft co^di^iye ^to conjugal happinefs:. 
we hayq, by a, Angular courfei pf events, 
beeni permitted; to enjoy ty once thefe.og- 
jpfae .adx^fltagps: the- warme$ affed^ 
^bepftc<j9firme4,by,thq fevsreft trial? \ 
fypjy we have before us;4jhe fpireft pro-. 

fcft a :PF*>*i*$ *9 #&ch ^hfr intercft- 
ed views, nor tranfitory paffion can lay , 
claim/* 

-\r I a thi*,K. fikt die iftronomer, « y<m 
virtues i aw •/ ftvatded $ he wh^ wa^ts 

s\**q firmnefs 
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firmnefs deferves not fucceft; reafon can 
be no enemy to that love, which is found- 
ed on yirtue, and fupported by con- 
ftancy." 

The nuptials of Raflelas and Zilia, Di- 
narbas and Nekay ah, were celebrated with* 
.out oftentatious magnificence, but with a 
dignity becoming their rank. The poor 
had the greateft fliare in the rejoicings, be- 
caufe the fuperfluous treafures* confumed 
on fimilar occafions, were distributed 
among them. It was deeideid that DU 
narbas fhould in a few weeks conduit' 
back the, army of the fultan into his" do- 
minions; that he ihould, with Nekayah, 
fix his refidence in Servia, but that their 
vifits to AbHEnia Should be frequent* 
Pekuah was to accompany the princely 
and the aftronomcr, delighted in vary- 
ing the fcene, fince jie had tailed the 

charms 
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charms of focicty, b?gge4 .ferae to nf* 

the ftatcs of Dinarbas, . who, with Nc- 
kayah, gladly acceded to^hispropofal; hi$ 
knowledge and his virtues made then* 
revere him as a father. 

* • • . • % 

Raffelas concluded an alliance, offen- 
five and defenfive, with the fultan i repaid 

* ' • A * 

the expences of the troops, and graced 
Ac officers with diftinguifhed marks of 
his favour. 2 

• * 

Amalphis, honoured and beloved by 
his fan and fovereign, applied all his care 
toferm the Abiffinian army. Imlac wai 
no left attentive to the inftfcutions of 
Raflelas, for promoting learning in his 
dominions: both enjoyed the confidence 
ef the monarch: but fcekhcr did Amal- 
phb receive the memorials of the officers 
of the army, nor Imtec the dedications of 
ihe poets: every matter was firft refer- 
red 
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lfed-AD-fte emperor* who rpiifulted thofey 
whom he bad appointed to be the headsl 
nf the: fewepl -departments df -the Jbte*; 
l»foftj ; he g&ic His:aaftrer,but;did no* 
%Uteys' decide, according »t©> itkelr judjj;^ 

ZU13, never interfered in/jpublic butt** 
riefej her voice often direfebed e!ftabli{h- : 
hjenjts of cKstrity! and her tafte, freque^tl^ 
decided' on the protection to be given 50; 
genius/ 



'it.iV /*.»•»« •* ' 



Innocent gaiety, and rational amufe- 
ments, were introduced by her into the 
cdurt of Abiffinia; her 'drefe was fimple 
and elegant, and confided of the manu- 
factures of the country : Ihe diftinguifhed 
no woman as her favourite, but fhewed 
peculiar regard to all thofe whofe con- 
duct was exemplary, without affe&ation, 
and whofe minds were well informed, 
.'» / -j ) without 
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without vain pretenfiogs to a difplay of 
learning. Her boieficence -was extended 
to all, and if (be Ihcwcd any partiality, it 
was to the orphans and widows of thole 
who had ferved their country in battle * 
for (he did not forget that (he was the 
daughter of Amalphis: (he knew the 
heartfelt mifery of that difappointcd hope 
and poverty, which honeft pride forbids 
to own ; the lot of many families, whofe 
chiefs have bravely fupported the honour 
of their prince and country. 
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) THE HAPPY VALLEY. 

r , . r • » r > 

TVEFORE the departure/ of Dinarbas 
:, rand Nekayah, Raffelas^nd his friends 
made a vifit to the' liapj>y Valley. The 
prince and his lifter wiflied to review 
thofe fcenes, whfch had been to them the 
qfrjc&rbf fatiety ac one tinie, and of un- 
e&finfcfs -atianother rthtiy returned to every 
fpOt. which remembrance had dignified* 
and rejoiced to contemplate thofe folia- 
tions which' were once irkfome to their 
jijaaginatioii. ; * , 

Raffelas had, only one brother left, , a 
youth whofe education ,he recommended 
to the care of IinJac^Jfre freed tfeeprin- 
cefifcsj his fifler$, frotn. $|>e confinement of 

:.-*.. + thc 



the valley, and gaye them permiflion 
either to remaip there, or return with him 
to Gonthar. fie commanded the mafly 
gates that .clofed tha entrance of the val- 
ley to be deftroyed; the dancers, mufi- 
jciansy arid ;©thar pro^Sbrs of arts> roetel^ 
of < aftHiftMtmt, to'tediteiffEd ^Jch.peh- 
fioqs, and Jjberjgr to be granted to all 

1 

•; The .popce, 'iblfoivecC by <hk Ctimpa-i 
Riofisv led 2#ca to-*te *ntfafifc* if &£<&-* 
vcrn^ through which he had firffc trade hit 
fifea|>c. ^ c CoDffifcr tfiis cavity^ ikidrfcffc 
<( ;asjA thihkwfcat? moil be ehe gtetefol 
tyfwilpotts that glow, in my breaft— ^ j 

Nekayah! Imlac! Pekuah! .it Mt e*# v 
fearch rewarded ? Let us return thanks 
fb <HeatFfcn for having inspired* us with 
{Kat a&ive defire of knowledge, and con- 
ttfttyt 6f indolence, that have bleffed us 
with inftrodtioft, with friefldfhip, and with 

§ - love! 
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■ • ■ 

k>vel It is true that we have been fin- 

giiiarfy favoured by Province 5 and 

few canexpe^ like us, tt> have theif 

Ibndefk wifhes crowned with fliccefsj but 

even when our profpe&s were far dif- 

ferent, our fearcfr after happinefs had 

taught us ' resignation : let us therefore 

warn others againft viewing the World as 

& fcene of inevitable mifery. Much is to 

be fuffcrcd in our journey through fife • 

but confcious virtue, a&ive fortitude, the 

balm of fympathy, and fubmiflion to the 

Divine Will, can lupport us through the 

painful trial. With them every ftation 

is the beft ; without them prosperity is a 

feverifh dream, and pleafure a,poifoned 

cup. 

* ... ^ » > \ 

" Youth will vanilh, health will decay, 
beauty fade, and ftrength fink into im- 
becility 5 but if we have enjoyed their ad- 
vantages, 



